GB2RS NEWS

Sunday 6th January 2019
The news headlines:

· Happy New Year
· Italian wireless pioneers award scheme
· Download the latest 5MHz Newsletter
The news team and all the staff at RSGB HQ would like to wish our newsreaders, listeners and online readers a very Happy New Year. We would like to remind everyone that we always welcome your news, by email to radcom@rsgb.org.uk, and the deadline is 10am sharp on Thursday mornings. The GB2RS script is uploaded to the RSGB website by 4.30pm each Friday afternoon. 
ARI Fidenza and the Guglielmo Marconi Foundation has announced an award scheme based major Italian pioneers in wireless and radio technology, or the main artifices of those fundamental discoveries and practical achievements that have made possible the birth of wireless communications and subsequent progress in radio technology. Running from the 1st of January to the 31st of December 2019, twelve commemorative radio stations with special callsigns will alternate throughout the year. Each month is dedicated to a specific scientist. Further details can be found at www.arifidenza.it 

The latest edition of The 5MHz Newsletter is now available for free pdf download from the RSGB 5MHz page at tinyurl.com/GB2RS-0106A This edition includes 5MHz news from 10 countries, features the latest number of CEPT countries on 5MHz, Exercise Blue Ham 100 and an article on Taking Care on 5357.

[Note to Newsreaders: the original, full URL is http://rsgb.org/main/operating/band-plans/hf/5mhz/]

The RSGB’s National Radio Centre at Bletchley Park welcomed 55,232 people through the doors in 2018, introducing the vast majority of them to amateur radio for the first time. Well done to Martyn, G0GMB and his team of volunteers who keep the NRC running. Please note that the NRC will be closed for a private event on Tuesday the 15th of January. Outside of this, volunteers look forward to welcoming visitors seven days a week, especially RSGB Members, who can download a free entry voucher for Bletchley Park from the RSGB website.

The final Advanced training course in Bath starts on Wednesday 30 January 2019. The course will run on Wednesday evenings at the Scout HQ in Grove Street, Bath, aiming for an exam in July. This will be the last amateur radio course in Bath for some time due to the work required to implement the changes to the syllabus. The Bath team expect to be closed down for at least 6 months, maybe a year. The final Bath Based Distance Learning course, which will run in parallel with the classroom course, is now full and has a record number of students. If anyone is looking to upgrade from Intermediate to Full, and can attend classes in Bath, please drop an email to the course leader, Steve Hartley, via G0FUW@tiscali.co.uk 

The RSGB is pleased to announce that Bobby Wadey, MI0RYL has been appointed to the position of RSGB Awards Manager, taking over from Chris Burbanks, G3SJJ. The Society would like to thank Chris for his work as the RSGB Awards Manager.

RSGB Members are reminded that nominations are open for RSGB Board and Regional Representatives. Details are in the January RadCom and at https://tinyurl.com/GB2RS-0106B These roles offer a good opportunity to help the RSGB develop and to promote amateur radio. Nominations close on the 31st of January 2019.
[Note to Newsreaders: the original, full URL is https://rsgb.org/main/about-us/agm/board-nominations-system/]
Until the 14th of January, 8,400 Scouts from every Australian state – plus representatives from 18 nations – will converge in South Australia to participate in the 25th Australian Scout Jamboree. One of the 150 activities on offer to the Scouts will be a chance to participate in amateur radio using VI25AJ and a Direction Finding course. About 2000 Scouts are expected to experience amateur radio over the 10 day period. They will be active on the HF bands both SSB and digital modes, Satellites, IRLP and Echolink. Full details such as operating schedules and frequencies will be available via the VI25AJ QRZ.com page. If you hear the callsign on the air, give the youngsters a call.
And now for the details of rallies and events for the coming week 
We know of no rallies happening in January. 
To get your event into RadCom, onto GB2RS and on the RSGB website, please send details as early as possible to radcom@rsgb.org.uk – we need to know about four months in advance for RadCom. 
And now the DX news from 425 DX News and other sources
Rich, PA0RRS is on the air as 9M2MRS from Penang Island, IOTA reference AS-015, until the 15th of February. Activity is on the HF bands using CW, RTTY, PSK and FT8. QSL to his home callsign.

Mike, OE6MBG is operating as S79AA from Mahe, AF-024, until the 2nd of February. Activity is on the 160 to 10m bands, plus 6m as conditions permit, using CW and SSB. QSL via Logbook of The World.

Antoine, 3D2AG is on the air as T2AR from Funafuti until the 31st of January. Activity is on the HF bands, including 160m. QSL to his home callsign. In addition, Apinelu, T2AT is operating on the HF bands using FT8. QSL via N7SMI.

Bernie, W3UR and Becky, N3OSH will be on the air as V47UR from Calypso Bay, St Kitts Island, NA-104, from the 8th to the 20th of January. Activity will be holiday style on the 160 to 6m bands using CW and SSB. QSL via Logbook of The World.

Now the special event news 
GB2KW is on the air at various times near Inverness until the 28th of January using vintage KW gear. QSL via Logbook of The World.
Please send event details to radcom@rsgb.org.uk, as early as possible, for free publicity on GB2RS, in RadCom and online. Remember that UK special event stations must be open to the public, so our free publicity can help make your efforts more widely known. 
Now the contest news
On Tuesday the 432MHz FM Activity Contest runs from 1900 to 1955UTC, using FM only. It is immediately followed by the all-mode 432MHz UK Activity Contest from 2000 to 2230UTC. The exchange for both contests is signal report, serial number and locator.
On Thursday the new 50MHz MGM Contest runs from 1900 to 1955UTC, using machine generated modes only. It is immediately followed by the all-mode 50MHz UK Activity Contest from 2000 to 2230UTC. The exchange for both contests is signal report, serial number and locator.

Next Sunday, the 13th, the Datamodes AFS contest runs from 1300 to 1700UTC. Using data only on the 3.5 and 7MHz bands, the exchange is signal report and serial number.

The UK Six Metre Group Marathon continues this month until the 31st of January. Using all modes on the 50MHz band, the exchange is signal report and locator.

Now the radio propagation report, compiled by G0KYA, G3YLA and G4BAO on Friday the 4th of January. 
A new sunspot appeared this week, although it belongs to outgoing cycle 24 and is therefore not a sign that the new cycle 25 is under way just yet. We may still have to wait until at least the autumn before that happens. Despite pushing the solar flux index up to 75 on Thursday we are still very much in the mid-winter doldrums, with bands opening late and closing early. Having said that, there have been reports of some early afternoon 17m transatlantic CW openings to the USA. 20m and 40m have often closed early, but it is worth checking both bands after dark – there has been some activity spotted on 40m around 11pm so it is worth looking.

A large solar coronal hole became Earth-facing on Thursday, which may cause some disruption to the bands at the weekend, potentially pushing the K index to four with depressed maximum useful frequencies. Once its effects have passed we should see more settled bands, with a maximum K index of two next week and a solar flux index of around 71.

Daytime critical frequencies are currently reaching a maximum of about 4.9MHz, meaning 80m remains the best band for daytime NVIS or close-in signals. Sixty metres or 5MHz may also be fine for inter-G signals, although you may struggle on 60 metres at times with stations closer than about 100km.

Over longer distances, 20 metres remains favourite, with possible occasional openings on 17m. Winter Sporadic-E may throw up some surprising openings on 12 and 10 metres, but these may be fleeting and hard to predict.

And now the VHF and up propagation news.

There is still a large area of high pressure on the charts, and as is typical of such features they can be very persistent. This one is going for the ‘long game’ with another one to two weeks of high pressure weather to come. This means that Tropo will be the mode of choice, with variations mostly down to how moist the air near the surface is compared with the very dry air just above the temperature inversion. A big contrast in moisture means better ducting on VHF and UHF and the best sign of this is when you find mist and fog forming – bad for travelling but better for Tropo.

The position of the high is crucial and when we find a cold northerly flow pattern with the high just to the west, this tends to reduce the prospects for good Tropo, despite the pressure being fairly high; so expect variations in the scope and intensity of the openings as the high centre drifts around the UK.

Out of season Sporadic-E is always worth checking for during the depths of winter, especially with the big changes in the wind regime in the stratosphere at the moment.

The short and intense Quadrantids meteor shower last week usually ushers in a quiet period of meteor activity until early April so keep looking for the usual dawn enhancement of random meteors.

The Moon reached its lowest declination yesterday and apogee on Wednesday, so there are short moon windows with low elevations and high losses this week.

And that’s all from the propagation team this week.

Next, the Local News.

Please note that details of all RSGB-affiliated clubs and societies can be found on the RSGB website, including email addresses and website links where known.

[Note to Newsreaders: Please read the local news items appropriate to the service area of your transmission.]

NEWS FOR THE MIDLANDS

We start with clubs that have several events this week. Burton Amateur Radio Club has a net from 10am on 145.575MHz today and next Sunday. Wednesday sees an open club night and on Thursday there’s a net on 145.575MHz from 8pm. Details from Rob, G6EIH, on 0781 214 6333.

Wythall Radio Club has its net from 8pm on 145.225MHz or GB3WL today and next Sunday. Tuesday sees a Morse class followed by a club night and activities. Contact Chris, G0EYO, on 0771 041 2819.

Gloucester Amateur Radio & Electronics Society is having informal activities on Monday. There’s a club net on Wednesday from 7.30pm on 145.475MHz FM, and another on Thursday from 7.30pm, also on 145.475MHz FM, which usually moves to 80m SSB. Friday sees a club net from 7.30pm on 432.220MHz SSB. More information from Anne, 2E1GKY, on 01242 699 595, daytime.

Nunsfield House Amateur Radio Group has a shack night on Monday. Thursday sees the club net from 8pm on 145.325MHz and Friday is a surplus sale. Contact Paul, G1SGZ, via email to pr@nharg.org.uk.

RAF Waddington Amateur Radio Club has its net on Monday from 8pm on 145.325MHz. On Thursday it’s the AGM. Contact Bob, G3VCA on 0797 116 6250.

South Birmingham Radio Society is checking club equipment on Monday and has its regular coffee morning in the shack from 11am on Tuesday. Thursday sees training classes with Dave Murphy, G8OWL. More from Gemma, M6GKG by email to gemmagordon.m6gkg@gmail.com.

Now back to the traditional listing in date order. On Monday Leicester Radio Society has a Morse class and the RSGB video, What has the IARU ever done for us? Contact Sandra Morley, G0MCV, on 0793 027 4044.

On Monday Sutton Coldfield Amateur Radio Society has an open net on 145.250MHz from 7.30pm. Details from Robert Bird, via email to rob2e0zap@gmail.com.

On Tuesday Loughborough & District Amateur Radio Club is having a natter night. More information from Chris, G1ETZ, on 01509 504 319.

On Tuesday Malvern Hills RAC has a talk on the history of RAF Defford. Contact Dave, G4IDF, on 01905 351 568.

On Wednesday Midland Amateur Radio Society is holding a committee meeting followed by training classes. Details from Norman, G8BHE, on 0780 807 8003.

On Wednesday Telford & District Amateur Radio Society is holding an ideas forum. Contact John Humphreys, M0JZH, on 0782 473 7716.

On Thursday Kettering & District Amateur Radio Society has its net from 7pm on 145.300MHz FM. Details from Ed O’Neill, M0TZX, via email to M0TZX@yahoo.com.

On Friday Bromsgrove & District Amateur Radio Club is having a club night. More information from John, G4OJS, on 0788 9678 303.

On Friday Coventry Amateur Radio Society is holding its annual dinner at The Holyhead. Details from John, G8SEQ, on 0795 877 7363.

NEWS FOR THE NORTH OF ENGLAND

We start with an announcement by the Isle of Man Amateur Radio Society. Meetings at the shack in Ballasalla have resumed and take place every Wednesday. There will be an Advanced exam on Sunday the 17th of February, which is open to anyone who has passed the Intermediate. Application forms and payments must be received no later than the 30th of January. For details, email iomars@manx.net.

Now for clubs that have several events this week. Central Lancs Amateur Radio Club has its net on 1.940MHz LSB from 11am today and next Sunday. Monday sees a club net centred on 70.450MHz from 8pm. Details from Peter, G3UCA, via email to g3uca@blueyonder.co.uk.

Denby Dale Radio Club has its net via GB3HD from 10.30am today and next Sunday. Contact Darran, G0BWB, on 0797 442 3227.

Oldham Radio Club has a club D-Star net – REF 14B from 9.30am today. Wednesday sees the club 2m FM net from 8pm and on Thursday there’s a club night. Next Sunday sees the C4FM net, FCS004-55, from 9.30am. Contact Mike, M1CVL, on 0740 276 3203.

Halifax & District Amateur Radio Society has a club night on Tuesday. Wednesday sees an open net on GB3HD from 7.30pm and on Thursday there’s a joint net with RAFARS on 145.350MHz from 7pm. Details from Martin, M0GQB, on 01422 341 317.

Stockport Radio Society is having a talk about vector network analysis on Tuesday. Friday sees the club net from 7.30pm on 433.575MHz. Details from Heather Stanley, M6HNS, on 0750 690 4422.

Sheffield & District Wireless Society is having a talk on Wednesday by G8AGN on how antennas work. Next Sunday sees participation in the RSGB AFS 80-40m contests. More information from Krystyna, 2E0KSH, on 0788 406 5375.

Now we return to the traditional listing in date order. On Monday Sheffield Amateur Radio Club is having a shack night operating GX3RCM. Contact David, G6DCT, via email to littlewood20@btinternet.com.

On Monday Thornton Cleveleys Amateur Radio Society is having a practical, natter and on the air evening. Details from John, G4FRK, on 01253 862 810.

On Wednesday Durham and District Amateur Radio Society is having a club night. More information from Michael, G7TWX, on 0782 692 4192.

On Wednesday Hambleton Amateur Radio Society is having a demonstration of amateur television. . Contact John Earland, M6BHP, on 0798 000 3293.

On Wednesday Hornsea Amateur Radio Club is having a bring in a mystery object night. Details from Gordon, G3WOV, on 01377 240 573.

On Wednesday Newsham Amateur Radio Training Centre is having a club night with Foundation training. Details from John, 2E0DCV, on 01912 371 729. 

On Thursday Bishop Auckland Radio Amateur Club is having a club night and training. Contact Gail, M3GBB on, 0191 372 0473. 

On Thursday Keighley Amateur Radio Society is holding a club meeting. Details from Geoff Priestley, G7JZM, on 0777 489 1641.

On Thursday Nuneaton & District Amateur Radio Club has its net from 9.30pm on 145.475MHz. More information from Neil Yorke, M0NKE, via email to info@ndarc.co.uk.

On Thursday South Manchester Radio and Computer Club is having a talk about SDR development on GNU Radio by Steve, M6PPF. Details from Ron, G3SVW, on 01619 693 999.

On Friday East Cleveland Amateur Radio Club is meeting for a social pint and chat. For more information contact Alistair, G4OLK, on 01642 475 671.

On Friday Hartlepool Amateur Radio Club is holding its AGM. Details from Stan, G7VGM, via email to stan.g7vgm@gmail.com.

On Friday Tynemouth Amateur Radio Club is looking at social media and amateur radio. For details, email mail@g0nwm.com.

NEWS FOR NORTHERN IRELAND

On Wednesday West Tyrone Amateur Radio has a club meeting. Details from Philip, MI0MSO, on 0784 902 5760, or email info@wtarc.org.uk.

NEWS FOR SCOTLAND

Cockenzie & Port Seton Amateur Radio Club has an activity day this week. On Friday there’s a club night. More information from Bob, GM4UYZ, on 01875 811 723. 

On Monday Edinburgh & District Amateur Radio Club has its net. More details from Norman, GM1CNH, on 0774 094 6192.

On Tuesday Dundee Amateur Radio Club is having a club night and Foundation training. Contact Martin, 2M0KAU, on 0776 370 8933.

On Tuesday Kilmarnock & Loudoun Amateur Radio Club has a club meeting. Details from Len Paget, GM0ONX, via email to klarcinfo@gmail.com.

On Wednesday Inverness & District Amateur Radio Society is having a club night. Contact John, GM0OTI, on 01463 791 444. 

West of Scotland Amateur Radio Society has a Solder Group meeting on Wednesday. On Friday there’s a club night and next Sunday sees the RSGB AFS 80m & 40m contest. For details, visit www.wosars.org.uk.

On Thursday Aberdeen Amateur Radio Society Club is holding a prize quiz night. Contact Fred Gordon, GM3ALZ, on 01975 651 365.

On Friday Mid Lanarkshire Amateur Radio Society is having a club night and training. More information from Joseph, 2M0JHY, via email to mlarsclub@gmail.com.

NEWS FOR THE SOUTH EAST and EAST ANGLIA

We start with clubs that have several events this week. Burnham Beeches Radio Club has its net from 10.30am on 145.500MHz today and next Sunday. Monday sees a planning session for future meetings and the DX Picnic. Contact Greg, G4EBY, via email to ebytronics@gmail.com

Essex Ham starts its next online Foundation course at www.hamtrain.co.uk today. Monday sees the club net on GB3DA from 8pm. Contact Pete, M0PSX, via email to news@essexham.co.uk.

Hastings Electronics and Radio Club has its net today and next Sunday from 11am on 144.575MHz. Contact Gordon, M3YXH, on 01424 431 909.

Radio Society of Harrow has its club net at noon today and next Sunday on 1938kHz LSB. On Monday there’s a net from 8.15pm, settling on 145.350MHz. Next Saturday and Sunday sees the Foundation course in the shack. Details from Linda, G7RJL via email to lcasey100@outlook.com.

Surrey Radio Contact Club has a net today and next Sunday on 1905kHz from 9.30am. Monday sees a talk on FT8 by Alan, G0TLK. On Thursday there’s a net on 70.300MHz from 8pm, and on Friday there’s another net on 145.350MHz, also at 8pm. Enquiries to John, G3MCX, on 020 8688 3322.

Braintree & District Amateur Radio Society is watching TX Factor 21 and having a natter night on Tuesday. Next Saturday there’s a talk by G3ZPS on 999 emergency communications. Details from Edwin, G0LPO, on 01376 324 031.

Brede Steam Amateur Radio Society is operating at the shack on Tuesday from 9am to 2pm. Thursday sees the club net on GB3ES from 8.15pm. Details from Martin, M0MJU, via email to m0nuc.bsars@gmail.com.

Farnborough & District Radio Society has the Chairman’s Address on Wednesday at the new venue, Aldershot Army Museum. Next Saturday there’s an Open Day at the 2nd Frimley Scout Hut, operating G2DX. Contact Mel, M0JMR, via email to sec@farnboroughradio.org.uk.

Thurrock Acorns Amateur Radio Club has its net on Wednesday from 7.30pm on 145.500MHz FM. Thursday sees a club net on 145.500MHz FM from 7.30pm. More information from Gordon, M0WJL, via email to acorns@taarc.co.uk.

Hilderstone Radio Society is having a natter night on Thursday. Saturday sees the start of RNLI operating, which runs to the 20th. For details contact Ian, 2E0DUE, via email to secretary@g0hrs.org

Now we return to the traditional listing in date order. On Monday Felixstowe & District Amateur Radio Society is having a natter night. More information from Paul, G4YQC, by email to pjw@btinternet.com.

On Tuesday Chippenham & District Amateur Radio Club has its weekly meeting from 7.30pm. For details, email secretary@g3vre.org.uk.

On Tuesday Leiston Amateur Radio Club is holding a quiz night. Contact John, G4XVE, via email to secretary@larc.org.uk.

On Tuesday South Essex Amateur Radio Society has its crucial pre-Canvey rally meeting. Details from Terry Howchen, G1FBW, on 0798 607 0040.

On Wednesday Aylesbury Vale Radio Society has its annual dinner. For details, email avrs@rakewell.com.

On Wednesday Bromley & District Amateur Radio Society has its net from 9pm, starting on 145.500MHz. Contact Andy, G4WGZ, on 01689 878 089.

On Wednesday Chesham & District Amateur Radio Society has a talk on FT8 by James, M0JCQ. More information from Terry, G0VFW, on 01442 831 491.

On Wednesday Crystal Palace Radio and Electronics Club has its net from 8pm on 145.525MHz ± QRM. Contact Bob, G3OOU, on 01737 552 170.

On Wednesday Harwich Amateur Radio Interest Group has bitesize topics with Jonathan, G0DVJ and Kevan, 2E0WMG. Contact Kevan Pugh, 2E0WMG, on 0749 352 1049.

On Wednesday Norfolk Amateur Radio Club is having a talk by Hans, G0UPL from QRP Labs. Contact Chris Danby, G0DWV, on 01603 898 308.

On Wednesday Worthing & District Amateur Radio Club is holding a discussion and planning meeting for the forthcoming move to Worthing. Contact Alan Baker, G4GNX, via email to alan@g4gnx.com.

On Thursday Bredhurst Receiving & Transmitting Society has a club night. Contact Nicky, via email to secretary@brats-qth.org.

On Thursday Dover Amateur Radio Club is having a talk by Matt Curtis, M1CMN on local repeaters and integration of Fusion on GB3KS and GB3CF. Details from Aaron Coote, M0IER, on 0771 465 4267.

On Thursday Edgware & District Radio Society is holding its AGM. Contact Mike, G4RNW, on 020 8950 0658.

On Thursday Huntingdonshire Amateur Radio Society is having a natter night. Contact David, M0VTG, via email to secretary@hunts-hams.co.uk.

On Thursday Reading & District Amateur Radio Club is having a club equipment demonstration and review session. Contact Laurence James, G2DD, on 0758 470 6625.

Southgate Amateur Radio Club is closed this week. 

On Thursday Shefford & District ARS is having a radar evening. Contact David, G8UOD on 01234 742 757. 

On Friday Mid Sussex Amateur Radio Society has a radio night. Contact Peter, G4AKG, on 01444 239 371.

On Friday Thames Amateur Radio Group has a CW net on 144.250MHz from 7.30pm, then a net on GB3DA from 8pm. Contact Patrick Higham, G8JLM, on 01621 855 461. 

On Friday Whitton Amateur Radio Group is having a demonstration of the Raspberry Pi. Contact Ian, G0OFN, on 0795 620 3495.

On Saturday Milton Keynes Amateur Radio Society is having a talk on the book The Long Silence Falls by John Moyle, G1AWJ. Note that meetings are now at the Irish Centre, Manor Fields, Watling Street, Bletchley MK2 2HX. Contact Phil Gould, G4FVZ, on 0780 263 6998. 

NEWS FOR THE SOUTH WEST

Torbay Amateur Radio Society has its nets from 9.30am on 14.270MHz and noon on 145.575MHz today and next Sunday. Monday sees club nets on 3.663MHz from 10.30am, 1.982MHz from 8pm and 50.155MHz from 8.30pm. On Wednesday there are club nets on 14.270MHz from 9.30am and on 3.663MHz from 10.30am. Friday sees a business meeting from 7.15pm and a club net on 3.663MHz from 9.15pm. On Saturday there’s a club net on 3.663MHz from 10am. Details from Kerry Knight, M0KRE, on 0772 599 9973.

On Monday Weston Super Mare Radio Society has a construction, Morse tuition and operating night. Contact Martin Jones, G7UWI, via email to g7uwip@googlemail.co.uk.

Poldhu Amateur Radio Club has a business meeting on Tuesday. Next Saturday sees the Christmas lunch at Wheal Dream. Details from Keith Matthew, G0WYS, on 01326 574 441.

On Thursday South Bristol Amateur Radio Club is holding a committee meeting. Contact Andy Jenner, G7KNA, on 0783 869 5471.

NEWS FOR WALES

Aberystwyth & District Amateur Radio Society is holding a junk sale today from 11am. Thursday sees a talk on the perils of propagation by Bruce, GW4XXF. For details, contact Ray, GW7AGG, on 01970 611 853.

On Monday Llanelli Amateur Radio Society is on the air. Contact Steve, MW6CCG, on 0787 849 4337.

Marches Amateur Radio Society runs the North East Wales net on Monday from 9pm on 145.425MHz. On Thursday there’s a talk by Ian Jarrett on Rally of Wales radio communications. For details, email steven.bobby20@yahoo.co.uk.

On Tuesday Carmarthen Amateur Radio Society has a club social night and on the air evening. Details from Andy, GW0JLX, on 0776 828 2880.

On Thursday North Wales Radio Society is discussing a technical topic. Contact Liz Cabban, GW0ETU, on 0776 019 0355.
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