GB2RS NEWS

Sunday 16th December 2018
[Note to Newsreaders: We’d like your opinion about Local News over the Christmas break. We traditionally combine the two weeks’ worth of Local News into the last broadcast of the year but this tends to make for long and clunky items. There appear to be several options to explore: continue as we have done; cover only the first week; or cover the first week and make info for the second week available (eg via the web). We’d be very interested to hear your thoughts – please email radcom@rsgb.org.uk with the subject line Christmas Local News. One thing we don’t want to do is create a requirement for a broadcast on the ‘week off’].
The news headlines:

· Kenilworth pupils speak to astronaut
· SAQ to transmit on Christmas Eve 
· Call in to YOTA stations
Pupils at Kenilworth School in Warwickshire conversed with astronaut Serena Auñón-Chancellor aboard the ISS on Friday afternoon. The Amateur Radio on the International Space Station contact was facilitated by the ARISS volunteers and streamed live via the internet. Ten children asked around twenty probing questions, and we learned things like what the outside of the ISS smells like. Amateurs around the country were listening in to transmissions direct from the spacecraft and many posted their experiences to social media, both during and immediately after the contact. 
Sweden’s Alexanderson alternator station SAQ has planned a Christmas Eve transmission on 17.2kHz. The transmitter will be tuned up starting at around 0730UTC, and a message will be transmitted at 0800UTC. The 200kW Alexanderson alternator is an electromechanical transmitter dating back to 1924. The event will be streamed live on the Alexanderson site YouTube Channel. Listener reports are invited via email or direct to Radiostationen Grimeton 72, SE-432 98 Grimeton, Sweden. Amateur radio station SK6SAQ will be active on Christmas Eve on 7.035 and 14.035MHz on CW, and 3.755MHz SSB. Two stations will be on the air most of the time.
Youngsters on the Air month, or YOTA, runs throughout December. The next clubs to activate the GB18YOTA callsign will be the RSGB’s National Radio Centre today, the 16th. This is followed by Castle Rushen High School Radio Club on the 21st and Chertsey Club on the 22nd, 23rd and 24th. If you hear these stations and others around the world taking part in YOTA month, please take the time to contact the young people.

The forms and paperwork for the various RSGB Regional and Board elections is now available on the RSGB website at www.rsgb.org/nominations There are ten Regional vacancies, two elected Board Director vacancies, and two nominated Board Director vacancies. Volunteers are sought for all these roles. Details also appear in the January 2019 edition of RadCom.

Due to a change in working hours, Bill, G4IOD and Jasmine, G4KFP will no longer be able to read the news at 9.30am on Sundays, so replacements are being sought. At the end of the year, Bill will have read the news for 26 years and the RSGB would like to commend him on his service to his fellow amateurs. Ideally a small team of newsreaders covering the West Yorkshire area would mean that no single reader has to read each week. Contact radcom@rsgb.org.uk if you are willing to become part of the valuable news reading service.
Another call for volunteers, this time from Region 9. Regional Representative Tom, G0NSY is looking for District Representatives for the Bedfordshire and Buckinghamshire areas. If you live in those areas and are interesting in joining the regional team, contact Tom via email to RR9@rsgb.org.uk.
A reminder now that next week is the last GB2RS News broadcast of 2018. Transmissions resume on Sunday the 6th of January. [You may ad-lib here on whether you plan to run a net on Sunday 30 December]
And finally, the RadCom editorial team apologises to David Jackson, G4HYY, his late brother G3ZMX and also to G4JYY, for errors made in recent Silent Keys listings in RadCom. We are pleased to report that G4HYY and G4JYY are alive and well, despite being reported to the contrary. We are very sorry for any distress caused and will print a correction in the February edition.
And now for the details of rallies and events for the coming week 

We have no rallies in the diary for the next two weekends. To get your event into RadCom, onto GB2RS and on the RSGB website, please send details as early as possible to radcom@rsgb.org.uk – we need to know at least three to four months in advance to get your information into RadCom. 
And now the DX news from 425 DX News and other sources
Elvira, IV3FSG is active as E44YL from Palestine until the 18th of December. She will operate SSB, RTYY and FT8. QSL via Club Log's OQRS or via IK3GES.
Harry, JG7PSJ will be active as JD1BMH from Chichijima, IOTA reference AS-031, from the 17th of December to the 2nd of January. He will operate CW, SSB and RTTY on the 160 to 10m bands. QSL via JD1BMH via the bureau or JG7PSJ direct. Harry does not use Logbook of the World.
Ben, DL6RAI is active as P4/DL6RAI from Aruba, SA-036, until the 27th of December. He will focus on the 160 and 80m bands. QSL via Club Log's OQRS, Logbook of The World or via his home call.
Anders, SM4KYN will be active as PJ2/SM4KYN from Curacao, SA-099, until the 14th of January. QSL direct to his home call.
Now the special event news 
Several NASA Amateur Radio clubs will mark the 50th anniversary of Apollo 8 between the 21st and 27th of December. Apollo 8 was launched on the 21st of December 1968, and splashed down 6 days later on the 27th. It was the first manned spacecraft to leave low-Earth orbit, orbit the moon, and return safely. Special event operation will be on various bands and modes, and participating stations will self-spot on the DX cluster as well as via Facebook and Twitter.
Please send event details to radcom@rsgb.org.uk, as early as possible, for free publicity on GB2RS, in RadCom and online. UK special event stations must be open to the public, so our free publicity can help make your efforts more widely known. 

Now the contest news
The second machine generated mode, or MGM Contest on the 6 and 2m bands takes place this weekend, ending its 24 hour run at 1400UTC today, the 16th of December. This is the second in the series of this brand new concept contest dedicated to machine generated modes. The first leg in April was well received all over Europe. The now-popular FT8, MSK144, FSK441 and other machine generated modes are all allowed in this contest, with the emphasis on DX and with multipliers for each new 4 character locator square. The exchange is signal report and your 4-character locator. Visit www.rsgbcc.org/vhf/ for more information.
On Tuesday, the 1.3GHz UK Activity Contest runs from 2000 to 2230UTC. Using all modes, the exchange is signal report, serial number and locator.

On Thursday the 70MHz FM Activity Contest runs from 1900 to 2000UTC, using FM only. It is immediately followed by the all-mode 70MHz UK Activity Contest from 2000 to 2230UTC. The exchange for both contests is signal report, serial number and locator.

Now the radio propagation report, compiled by G0KYA, G3YLA and G4BAO on Friday 14th December. 

As we are approaching Christmas we have a festive twist to the HF propagation report this week. 
Firstly though, this week saw a lack of sunspots with the solar flux index around 70. Geomagnetic conditions were better than they have been though due to lack of coronal holes, with the K index being two, one or zero as the week progressed. Next week NOAA says the solar flux index will probably be around 68 again, with quite settled geomagnetic conditions and a maximum K index of two, or perhaps three.

If you fancy something a little different, Santa Claus and his ham radio elves are on from Romania again in 2018 for the third consecutive year. The YP-XMAS callsigns are a tradition and the Romanian RadioClub Association, ARR, says it aims to give moments of joy to the radio community around the winter holidays. The Santa Claus story via radio waves was started by Finnish radio amateurs, beginning with OH9SCL in 1986 and, later, the OF9X team. It has been taken over in recent years by different colleagues from several European countries. In 2018, Romania is preparing for the largest team with activators in all the districts of YO. Google YP-XMAS for details, but all you have to do is contact at least three different YP-XMAS callsigns and they will be able to issue an electronic award directly from Santa Claus. HF propagation to Romania is probably best on 20 metres during the day, but falls back at night. 40 metres, or more likely 80 metres will be the favourite bands for contacts after dark.

And now the VHF and up propagation news.

It’s a low pressure theme from one of the longer-range models, with an area of low pressure right over the country by the second half of next week. A second model is slightly more cautious in bringing the next low in after mid-week, but nonetheless doesn’t really leave room for any high pressure of significance. This all means that the weather influence is very limited during this coming week. No real signs of Tropo, but possibly a little microwave bands rain scatter, although it's not a very strong hint.

This mid-winter period can produce some out of season Sporadic-E, although it will be limited and fleeting. The best way forward is to monitor the clusters for signs of 10m activity, showing as short-skip signals from Europe.

The Geminids meteor shower is over now so while we wait for the next major one, the Quadrantids in January, it’s back to early morning sporadic meteors for our meteor scatter DX on the low VHF bands.

The Moon’s declination goes positive today and its orbit is bringing it closer all this week. Moon windows for EME will lengthen and losses decrease as the week progresses, so get active in next weekend’s 3.4GHz activity session.

And that’s all from the propagation team this week.
Next, the Local News.

Please note that details of all RSGB-affiliated clubs and societies can be found on the RSGB website, including email addresses and website links where known.

[Note to Newsreaders: Please read the local news items appropriate to the service area of your transmission.]
NEWS FOR THE MIDLANDS

We start with clubs that have several events this week. Burton Amateur Radio Club has a net from 10am on 145.575MHz today and next Sunday. Wednesday sees a club night and on Thursday there’s a net on 145.575MHz from 8pm. Details from Rob, G6EIH, on 0781 214 6333.

Wythall Radio Club has its net from 8pm on 145.225MHz or GB3WL today and next Sunday. Tuesday sees a Morse class followed by a briefing on the club contest. Contact Chris, G0EYO, on 0771 041 2819.

Gloucester Amateur Radio & Electronics Society is having a Christmas meeting on Monday. There’s a club net on Wednesday from 7.30pm on 145.475MHz FM, and another on Thursday from 7.30pm, also on 145.475MHz FM, which usually moves to 80m SSB. Friday sees a club net from 7.30pm on 432.220MHz SSB. More information from Anne, 2E1GKY, on 01242 699 595, daytime.

Nunsfield House Amateur Radio Group has a shack night on Monday. Thursday sees the club net from 8pm on 145.325MHz and Friday sees a mince pie evening. Contact Paul, G1SGZ, via email to pr@nharg.org.uk.

RAF Waddington Amateur Radio Club has its net on Monday from 8pm on 145.325MHz. On Thursday there’s a nibbles night. Contact Bob, G3VCA on 0797 116 6250.

Rugby ATS is taking part in the 1296MHz UK Activity Contest on Tuesday alongside CW practice, training and projects. Next Saturday sees the shack on the air, with training, projects, mince pies and sausage rolls. Contact Steve, G8LYB, on 01788 578 940.

Salop Amateur Radio Society has its CW net on Tuesday from 4pm on 144.070MHz. Wednesday sees a club net from 8.30pm on GB3LH. Enquiries to Eamonn, M0MEB, via email to salopamateurradio@gmail.com.

South Birmingham Radio Society has its regular coffee morning in the shack from 11am on Tuesday. On Friday there’s a discussion on rallies and visits for 2019. More from Gemma, M6GKG by email to gemmagordon.m6gkg@gmail.com.

Now we return to the traditional listing in date order. On Monday Leicester Radio Society has its Christmas party. Contact Sandra Morley, G0MCV, on 0793 027 4044.

On Monday Stratford upon Avon & District Radio Society has a club net from 8pm on 145.275MHz FM. Contact Clive, G0CHO, on 01608 664 488.

On Monday Sutton Coldfield Amateur Radio Society has an open net on 145.250MHz from 7.30pm. Details from Robert Bird, via email to rob2e0zap@gmail.com.

On Tuesday Loughborough & District Amateur Radio Club has its Christmas fun night. More information from Chris, G1ETZ, on 01509 504 319.

On Wednesday Midland Amateur Radio Society is closed. 

On Wednesday Telford & District Amateur Radio Society is holding a mulled wine & mince pie social evening. Details from John Humphreys, M0JZH, on 0782 473 7716.

On Thursday Solihull Amateur Radio Society is holding its Christmas party. Contact Roger, G4BBT, on 0121 743 7277

On Friday Bromsgrove & District Amateur Radio Club is having a club night. Details from John, G4OJS, on 0788 9678 303.

On Friday Coventry Amateur Radio Society has its Christmas social evening. Contact John, G8SEQ, on 0795 877 7363.

On Friday Melton Mowbray Amateur Radio Society is holding its Christmas meeting. Details from Phil, G4LWB, on 01664 567 972.

NEWS FOR THE NORTH OF ENGLAND

We start with clubs that have several events this week. Denby Dale Radio Club has its net via GB3HD from 10.30am today and next Sunday. Wednesday sees a film night. Contact Darran, G0BWB, on 0797 442 3227.
Oldham Radio Club has a club C4FM net, FCS004-55, from 9.30am today. Wednesday sees the club 2m FM net from 8pm and on Thursday there’s a club night. Next Sunday sees the D-Star net – REF 14B from 9.30am. Contact Mike, M1CVL, on 0740 276 3203.

Thornton Cleveleys Amateur Radio Society is holding its Christmas party on Monday but is closed on Thursday. Contact John, G4FRK, on 01253 862 810.

Bury Radio Club is having a club night in Tuesday. The AGM is next Saturday, Contact Laurence, G4KLT, via email to radioG4KLT@gmail.co.

Halifax & District Amateur Radio Society has a club meeting and will be on the air on Tuesday. Wednesday sees the club net on GB3HD from 7.30pm and on Thursday there’s a joint net with RAFARS on 145.350MHz from 7pm. Details from Martin, M0GQB, on 01422 341 317.

Wirral Amateur Radio Society is having a natter night and Intermediate training on Tuesday. On Wednesday it’s the Christmas party and Thursday sees the G3NWR ATV night, with talkback on 144.750MHz. Details from Bill, G4YWD, on 0780 488 4245. 

York Radio Club has its club net on Wednesday from 8pm on 145.450MHz. On Thursday there’s a club night from 8pm. For details, see www.yorkradioclub.uk.

Now we return to the traditional listing in date order. On Monday Macclesfield & District Radio Society is having a social evening. For details, email info@gx4mws.com.
On Monday Sheffield Amateur Radio Club is having a club night. Contact David, G6DCT, via email to littlewood20@btinternet.com.

On Tuesday Chester & District Radio Society is having a Bring and Tell evening with festive mince pies and sherry. Contact Bruce Sutherland, M0CVP, on 01244 343 825.

On Tuesday Stockport Radio Society is holding its AGM. Contact Heather, M6HNS, on 0750 690 4422.

On Wednesday Durham and District Amateur Radio Society is having a club night. More information from Michael, G7TWX, on 0782 692 4192.

On Wednesday Isle of Man Amateur Radio Society has its usual meeting at the club shack in Ballasalla, where Richard will be continuing his Advanced course. Downstairs there will be testing and some project work going on. For details contact Nigel, GD6AFB, on 01624 620469.

On Wednesday Sheffield & District Wireless Society is holding its Christmas dinner at the Rutland. More information from Krystyna, 2E0KSH, on 0788 406 5375.

On Thursday Bishop Auckland Radio Amateur Club is having a club night with training. Contact Gail, M3GBB on, 0191 372 0473. 

On Thursday Keighley Amateur Radio Society has its Christmas dinner with a Christmas jumper theme from 8pm at The Old Sun Inn Haworth. Details from Geoff Priestley, G7JZM, on 0777 489 1641.

On Thursday Ripon & District Amateur Radio Society has its Christmas quiz night. More information from David Cutter, G3UNA, on 01423 860 778. 

On Thursday South Manchester Radio and Computer Club is having another Christmas party. Details from Ron, G3SVW, on 01619 693 999.

On Thursday Spen Valley Amateur Radio Society is having a shack and on the air evening. Details from Russell, G0FOI, on 01274 875 038.

On Friday East Cleveland Amateur Radio Club is holding a radio magazines evening. For more information contact Alistair, G4OLK, on 01642 475 671.

On Friday Hartlepool Amateur Radio Club is holding its Christmas party. Contact Stan, G7VGM, via email to stan.g7vgm@gmail.com.

On Friday Hornsea Amateur Radio Club is having an administrative clean up. Details from Gordon, G3WOV, on 01377 240 573.

On Friday Tynemouth Amateur Radio Club is having a club night. For details, email mail@g0nwm.com.

NEWS FOR NORTHERN IRELAND

No news items have been received for Northern Ireland this week. 

NEWS FOR SCOTLAND

Dundee Amateur Radio Club has its last meeting of the year on Tuesday. For details, contact Martin, 2M0KAU, on 0776 370 8933.

On Tuesday Livingston and District Amateur Radio Society is holding a social evening. Details from Cathie, 2M0DIB, on 01506 433 846.

West of Scotland Amateur Radio Society has a Solder Group meeting on Wednesday. The club is then closed for the Christmas break. For details, see www.wosars.org.uk.

On Friday Ayr Amateur Radio Group has Charlie’s annual quiz night. Details from Derek, MM0OVD, on 0744 793 1941.

On Friday Mid Lanarkshire Amateur Radio Society is having a club night and tuition. Contac Joseph, 2M0JHY, via email to mlarsclub@gmail.com

NEWS FOR THE SOUTH EAST and EAST ANGLIA

We start with clubs that have several events this week. Hastings Electronics and Radio Club has a net today and next Sunday from 11am on 144.575MHz. Contact Gordon, M3YXH, on 01424 431 909.

Radio Society of Harrow has its club net at noon today and next Sunday on 1938kHz LSB. On Monday there’s a net from 8.15pm, settling on 145.350MHz. Details from Linda, G7RJL via email to lcasey100@outlook.com.

Surrey Radio Contact Club has a net today and next Sunday on 1905kHz at 9.30am. Monday sees the pre-Christmas social evening. On Thursday there’s a net on 70.300MHz from 8pm, and on Friday there’s another net on 145.350MHz, also at 8pm. Enquiries to John, G3MCX, on 020 8688 3322.
Peterborough & District Amateur Radio Club has its net on Monday from 8pm on 1.980MHz. Wednesday sees a net on 145.400MHz from 8pm. Contact Alan, G8XLH, via email to secretary@padarc.co.uk.

Bromley & District Amateur Radio Society is having a Christmas quiz & mince pies on Tuesday. Wednesday sees the regular net from 9pm, starting on 145.500MHz. Contact Andy, G4WGZ, on 01689 878 089.

Colchester Radio Amateurs has a net on Tuesday from 7pm on 433.425MHz, moving to 1.925MHz at 7.45pm. On Wednesday there’s a net from 7pm on 145.350MHz. Thursday sees the Christmas party. Contact Garry, M0MGP, on 0774 031 8521.

Now we return to the traditional listing in date order. On Monday Essex Ham has its net on GB3DA from 8pm. Contact Pete, M0PSX, via email to news@essexham.co.uk.

On Monday Milton Keynes Amateur Radio Society has a shack night operating GB2BP. Contact Phil Gould, G4FVZ, on 0780 263 6998.

On Tuesday Braintree & District Amateur Radio Society has its net from 8pm on 145.375MHz. Details from Edwin, G0LPO, on 01376 324 031.

Chippenham & District Amateur Radio Club has its regular meeting on Tuesday. For details, email secretary@g3vre.org.uk

On Tuesday North Kent Radio Society is holding its Christmas EGM with mince pies and a dram or two. Details from Stephen Osborn, G8JZT, on 0798 575 3370.

On Wednesday Bracknell Amateur Radio has an open net from 8pm on 145.375MHz. Contact David, M0XDF, via email to M0XDF@alphadene.co.uk.

On Wednesday Chesham & District Amateur Radio Society is closed.

On Wednesday Crystal Palace Radio and Electronics Club has its net from 8pm on 145.525MHz ± QRM. Contact Bob, G3OOU, on 01737 552 170.

On Thursday Bredhurst Receiving & Transmitting Society is having a club night. For details, email Nicky, via secretary@brats-qth.org.

On Thursday Cray Valley Radio Society is having its Christmas buffet. Contact Dave Lee, G8ZZK, on 0773 954 9822.

On Thursday Hammersmith Amateur Radio Society has its net on 144.700MHz FM from 8pm. More information from Selim, M0XTA, via email to M0XHS@outlook.com.

Loughton & Epping Forest Amateur Radio Society has its net on Thursday from 8pm on 144.725MHz. Details from Dave De La Haye, M0MBD, on 0798 016 5172.

On Thursday Lowestoft District & Pye Amateur Radio Club is having a club evening. For details, email secretary@ldparc.co.uk.

On Friday Crawley Amateur Radio Club has its annual fish and chip supper. Contact John Longhurst, G3VLH, on 01342 714402.

On Friday Horndean & District Amateur Radio Club is closed.

On Friday Mid Sussex Amateur Radio Society is closed.

On Friday Silverthorn Radio Club is having a club night from 7.30pm. Contact Robbie, M0HVC, on 0742 913 1105.

On Friday Whitton Amateur Radio Group has a social meeting in the bar from 8pm at Whitton Community Centre. Details from Ian, G0OFN, on 0795 620 3495.

NEWS FOR THE SOUTH WEST

On Monday Weston Super Mare Radio Society is holding its Christmas party. Details form Martin Jones, G7UWI, via email to g7uwip@googlemail.co.uk.

On Wednesday Exmouth Amateur Radio Club is holding its Christmas party. Contact Mike, G1GZG, on 01395 274 172.

On Wednesday Newquay & District Amateur Radio Society is having a club night. More information from Terry, 2E0XTM, on 01841 540 142.

On Thursday Cornish Radio Amateur Club has a social evening. Contact Steve, G7VOH, on 01209 844 939.

On Thursday Riviera Amateur Radio Club has its last club meeting of the year. For details, email rivieraarc@gmail.com.

On Thursday Saltash & District Amateur Radio Club is closed. 

On Thursday South Bristol Amateur Radio Club is having an open house and on air night. Contact Andy Jenner, G7KNA, on 0783 869 5471.

Yeovil Amateur Radio Club is having a mince pies evening on Thursday. Friday sees on-air and practices at Sparkford. Contact Bob Harris, G8UED, on 01963 440167.

On Friday North Bristol Amateur Radio Club is holding a relax, chat and operating evening. Details from Mat, G7FBD, via email to g7fbd@gb3bs.com.

NEWS FOR WALES

On Monday Dragon Amateur Radio Club is holding its Christmas get-together. More information from John Pritchard, MW0JWP, on 0751 503 1025.

On Monday Llanelli Amateur Radio Society has its Christmas party and auction. Contact Steve Williams, MW6CCG, on 0787 849 4337.

On Monday Wireless in Wales Amateur Radio Club is on the air on HF and, as usual, welcomes visitors. Contact Hugh, GW0WWQ, via email to mc0wiw@gmail.com.

On Thursday North Wales Radio Society is closed. 

On Thursday Porthmadog and District Amateur Radio Society is holding its Christmas party. Details from Peter, GW0DFK, on 0773 177 1319.
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