GB2RS NEWS

Sunday 23rd December 2018
[Season’s greetings from the GB2RS Editorial Team: Elaine Richards, G4LFM (who compiles the Main News) and Giles Read, G1MFG (who puts together the Local News section). Our thanks to all who read the news, whether weekly or on a rota system. There will not be a Main News script for 30th December; normal service will resume on the 6th of January 2018. Further to our recent consultation we have prepared separate Local News sections for today and 30 December; see the Note to Newsreaders at the start of Local News.]

The news headlines:

· Final GB2RS of the year
· Last chances to work GB18YOTA
· Worked All Britain turns 50
This is the final GB2RS news reading for 2018 and we start with seasonal greetings to all newsreaders and listeners, both over the air and via the internet recordings, and not forgetting viewers of the ATV broadcast, which is available via several repeaters and kindly streamed via the BATC.TV website, as well as those that get this news via TX Factor or podcasts. We would like to take this opportunity to once again thank all those that read the news, in whatever format, for their tireless dedication to their fellow amateurs. There will be no formal news reading on the 30th of December. [Ad-lib here if you are planning a net under your own callsign]. Normal broadcasts will resume on Sunday the 6th of January. 
Youngsters on the Air month, or YOTA, runs throughout December. Jamie, M0SDV will operate the station on the 28th and 29th of December. On the 30th it’s the turn of Telford & District ARS from the 2nd Wellington Scout HQ. If you hear these stations and others around the world taking part in YOTA month, please take the time to contact the young people involved.
2019 marks the 50th Anniversary of the Worked All Britain Awards Group. To mark the occasion, three new awards will be introduced for 2019 only. In conjunction with the new awards, GB50WAB will run throughout the year, along with a number of other regional special event stations. This commences on the 1st of January, with GB50WAB for two weeks from C62 in Northern Ireland, and GB9WAB for four weeks from SK51 in Leicestershire. For more information, keep an eye on www.worked-all-britain.org.uk

You can now read online the responses from the RSGB and other interested groups and individual amateurs to Ofcom’s Consultation, UK preparations for the World Radiocommunication Conference 2019. Go to https://tinyurl.com/y8pcax46 for details.
As mentioned last week, Sweden’s Alexanderson alternator station SAQ is planning a Christmas Eve transmission on 17.2kHz. Tuning-up will start around 0730UTC and a message will be transmitted at 0800UTC. The event will be streamed live on the Alexanderson YouTube channel. Two amateur radio stations calling SK6SAQ will be active on the 24th on 7.035 and 14.035MHz CW, and 3.755MHz SSB. 
Two more 2018 RSGB Convention videos are now available to Members on the RSGB website. Popular Convention speaker Jim Bacon, G3YLA deliver his talk on Sporadic-E revisited – is it any clearer? Roger Balister, G3KMA speaks about Islands on the Air matters, with the announcement of the new IOTA groups and the untold IOTA story. Go to the RSGB website at www.rsgb.org/videos for these and many more. 
The RSGB National Radio Centre at Bletchley Park will be closed on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day. It will also be closed for a private event on Tuesday the 15th of January. Outside of these times, volunteers look forward to welcoming visitors seven days a week, especially RSGB Members who can download a free entry voucher for Bletchley Park from the RSGB website.

RSGB HQ is closed for the Christmas and New Year period from 4.30pm on Friday the 21st of December. It opens again at 8.30am on Wednesday the 2nd of January. In the meantime, if you need information about amateur radio, exams or RadCom you’ll find lots of information on the RSGB website, www.rsgb.org
The IARU has announced the next annual Youngsters On The Air summer camp, which will take place in Bulgaria, close to the capital city, Sofia. The Bulgarian Federation of Radioamateurs will be hosting the event. The RSGB plan to send a team to the event and applications for the UK team leader and team members will be invited in due course.

Worked all Postcodes is an award scheme announced by radio dealer Moonraker. Participants need to work as many postcodes as possible using a maximum of 10W, any mode, on the 70, 144, 430 and 1296MHz bands. Wednesday will be activity night and awards will be available for different numbers of postcodes. This all starts on the 2nd of January 2019 so keep an eye on the Moonraker blog for more information.

And now for the details of rallies and events for the coming week 
On the 28th of December the Yeovil ARC Table-Top Rally will take place in Sparkford Village Hall, Church Road, Sparkford BA22 7JN. There’s off road parking and entry is £2. Doors are open from 10am to 3pm. Light refreshments will be available on the day. More from Bob Harris, G8UED, on 01963 440167.
Should you happen to be in India at the end of the year, Hamfest India runs on the 29th and 30th of December in association with REVA University, Bangalore. It’s the largest gathering and festival of amateur radio operators in India. For details, see www.hamfestindia2018.com.

To get your event into RadCom, onto GB2RS and on the RSGB website, please send details as early as possible to radcom@rsgb.org.uk – we need to know about four months in advance for RadCom. 
And now the DX news from 425 DX News and other sources
Between the 25th and the 29th of December, 4X19HNY will transmit from Jerusalem, 4X2XMAS from Capernaum [pronounced kə-PUR-nee-əm], 4X3XMAS from Caesarea [pronounced key-sa-ri-ya] and 4X9XMAS from Latrun. QSL via Logbook of The World and eQSL only.
Chie, 7L3PFH will be active as KH0TG from Tinian, Mariana Islands, OC-086, from the 26th of December to the 1st of January. She will operate CW and SSB on the 160 to 20m bands. QSL direct to JL1UTS.

Look for JI3DST/6, JS6RRR/6 and JL3YWN/6, operating from Tanega Island, IOTA reference AS-032, from the 26th of December to the 7th of January. Activity will be on the 80 to 6m bands using SSB, CW, RTTY, FT8 and FM. QSL via Club Log’s OQRS.

Now the special event news 
The Canadian National Parks & Historic Sites on the Air scheme launches on 1st January 2019. Visit www.cnpota.ca for details of activations and how to participate. 
Please send event details to radcom@rsgb.org.uk, as early as possible, for free publicity on GB2RS, in RadCom and online. UK special event stations must be open to the public, so our free publicity can help make your efforts more widely known. 
Now the contest news
A large number of contests and activity parties take place over the next two weeks. Details here will be brief and those taking part should check the rules for details.

The UK Six Metre Group Winter Marathon runs until the 31st of January using all modes on the 50MHz band.

Between the 26th and 29th of December the Christmas Cumulatives takes place on the 50 to 432MHz bands.

The DARC Christmas Contest runs from 0830 to 1100UTC on the 26th using CW and SSB on 3.5 to 7MHz.

The Worked All Britain Christmas Party runs from the 26th of December to the 6th of January using all modes on all bands.

Between 1500UTC on the 29th and 1500UTC on the 30th the Stew Perry Top Band Challenge uses CW only.
New Year’s Day sees several contests. The 144MHz FM AC runs from 1900 to 1955UTC; the 144MHz Machine Generated Morse contest runs at the same time. The 144MHz UK AC follows at 2000 to 2230UTC.

Also on the 1st, the IRTS 80m Counties contest runs from 1500 to 1700UTC, using SSB and CW.
The UKEICC 80m SSB contest is on the 2nd of January from 2000 to 2100UTC.
The ARRL RTTY Roundup starts at 1800UTC on the 5th and runs until 2359UTC on the 6th of January. It’s data only on the 3.5 to 28MHz bands.
The RSGB’s CW AFS contest runs from 1300 to 1700UTC on the 5th, using just the 3.5 and 7MHz bands.

The EUCW 160m CW Party runs from 2000 to 2300UTC on the 5th.

Finally, the EUCW 160m CW Party has its second session from 0400 to 0700UTC on the 6th of January.

Now the radio propagation report, compiled by G0KYA, G3YLA and G4BAO on Friday the 21st of December. 
As this report has to take you up until Sunday the 6th of January 2019 we can’t guarantee complete accuracy, but we’ll try to predict conditions for the Christmas period.

The solar flux index is pretty easy as it looks like it will remain at or near sunspot minimum-like conditions. The SFI will be in the range 69-72 with no real surprises. Geomagnetic conditions will in general be settled although NOAA predicts an elevated K index due to coronal holes around the 29th and 30th, and again on the 3rd to the 6th.

We may expect some winter Sporadic-E, with reports of 10m short-skip openings to Europe being received already. Otherwise, this is the time for low-band openings, with the winter solstice giving us the long, dark nights that favour 160 and 80m propagation. Forty metres can also often throw up some choice DX, especially in the late afternoon.

We’ve just heard that OF9X is on from Finland again over Christmas, featuring three operators aged 18 or under. According to www.predtest.uk, 20 and 30m may be optimum for a contact during the day, moving to 80m at night.

And finally, a reminder that Santa Claus and his ham radio elves are on from Romania and are fielding the largest team of activators in all the districts of YO. All you have to do is contact at least three different YP-XMAS callsigns and they will be able to issue an electronic award directly from Santa Claus. HF propagation to Romania is optimum on 20 metres during the day, but falls back at night. 40 metres, or more likely 80 metres will be the best bands for contacts after dark.

And now the VHF and up propagation news.

It looks like Tropo for Christmas, all because of a large high that will develop over the country from Christmas Eve onwards. This will bring a temperature inversion, which is good for Tropo, and it will cover a large part of the UK and continent. The temperature inversion changes the refractive index of the air over a short vertical distance and leads to a duct forming that can cause signals to travel long distances with low degradation in signal strength. Unlike Sporadic-E, which is a rapid transient propagation mode, Tropo is capable of providing long-lasting openings. So if Santa has brought you a new VHF/UHF radio for Christmas you could be in for a double treat with lots of activity to add those new squares into the log book.

The short but intense Quadrantids meteor shower peaks around 0200hrs on the 4th of January so you’ll need to be a night owl to hit the peak zenithal hourly rate of 80. 
The Moon reaches maximum declination today and perigee on Monday so it is a good week for EME.

As a matter of interest, there is talk of a possible Sudden Stratospheric Warming event later this month when the winds in the stratosphere change dramatically over a day or so. This can lead to colder weather about two weeks later. Additionally, this change in the wind regime in the stratosphere may become part of an out-of-season pattern, which can favour winter Sporadic-E. It’s always worth a check over the Christmas and New Year period for short skip on 10m and 6m openings.

And that’s all from the propagation team this year.
Next, the Local News: 

Please note that details of all RSGB-affiliated clubs and societies can be found on the RSGB website, including email addresses and website links where known.

[Note to Newsreaders: Please read the local news items appropriate to the service area of your transmission. 
You will recall that we recently asked for feedback on how to handle news over the Christmas break. There was no clear consensus so we have prepared Local News for this week as usual, with most regions also having the second week’s news as a separate section (reproduced in blue to avoid confusion). 
It’s up to you whether you choose to run a ‘net-with-news’ on 30 December under your own callsign (NOT as GB2RS). 
If so, you may like to establish communication with one other station and then read local news information to them. 
You are not technically broadcasting because your transmission is directed to one person, though if others 
happen to be listening as part of the net, that’s fine. As you’ll be operating under your own callsign you may 
of course ad-lib as required; there’s no need to use GB2RS ‘tops and tails’.]

NEWS FOR THE MIDLANDS 
[for broadcast on Sunday 23 December]
Due to the Christmas break, several clubs that would normally have meetings this week are closed. These include Leicester Radio Society, Loughborough & District Amateur Radio Club and Malvern Hills RAC. 
We have been told that several clubs have events scheduled this week more or less as normal, even on Christmas Day; we suggest you check with the organisers before travelling. 

Burton Amateur Radio Club has a net from 10am on 145.575MHz today and next Sunday. Wednesday sees a club night and on Thursday there’s a net on 145.575MHz from 8pm. Details from Rob, G6EIH, on 0781 214 6333.

Wythall Radio Club has its net from 8pm on 145.225MHz or GB3WL today and next Sunday. Tuesday, Christmas Day, has a Morse class scheduled. On Thursday it’s the Christmas fox hunt. Contact Chris, G0EYO, on 0771 041 2819.

Gloucester Amateur Radio & Electronics Society is closed on Monday. There’s a club net on Wednesday from 7.30pm on 145.475MHz FM, and another on Thursday from 7.30pm, also on 145.475MHz FM, which usually moves to 80m SSB. Friday sees a club net from 7.30pm on 432.220MHz SSB. More information from Anne, 2E1GKY, on 01242 699 595, daytime.

Nunsfield House Amateur Radio Group has a shack night on Monday. Thursday sees the club net from 8pm on 145.325MHz and Friday sees a natter night. Contact Paul, G1SGZ, via email to pr@nharg.org.uk.

RAF Waddington Amateur Radio Club has its net on Monday from 8pm on 145.325MHz. On Friday there’s a club night. Contact Bob, G3VCA on 0797 116 6250.

Rugby ATS has CW practice, training and projects in the shack scheduled on Tuesday, Christmas Day. Next Saturday there’s a discussion on what Santa brought members. Contact Steve, G8LYB, on 01788 578 940.

Salop Amateur Radio Society has its CW net on Tuesday from 4pm on 144.070MHz. Wednesday sees a club net from 8.30pm on GB3LH. Enquiries to Eamonn, M0MEB, via email to salopamateurradio@gmail.com.

Now we return to the traditional listing in date order. On Tuesday Stratford upon Avon & District Radio Society is exchanging Christmas greetings on the air, from 10.30am on 145.275MHz FM. Contact Clive, G0CHO, on 01608 664 488.

On Wednesday Telford & District Amateur Radio Society is holding a club net on the club frequency. Details from John Humphreys, M0JZH, on 0782 473 7716.

On Thursday Solihull Amateur Radio Society has a net from 8pm on 145.450MHz. Contact Roger Hancock, G4BBT, on 0121 743 7277.

On Friday Coventry Amateur Radio Society has an open net on 145.375MHz instead of a meeting. More information from John, G8SEQ, 0795 877 7363

On Friday South Birmingham Radio Society has a shack meeting. Contact Gemma Gordon, M6GKG, by email to gemmagordon.m6gkg@gmail.com.

NEWS FOR THE MIDLANDS 
[information for week commencing Sunday 30 December, see Note at start of Local News section]
Burton Amateur Radio Club has a net from 10am on 145.575MHz today and next Sunday. Wednesday sees a club night. On Thursday there’s an open net at 8pm on 145.575MHz. Contact Rob, G6EIH, on 0781 214 6333.

Wythall Radio Club has its net from 8pm on 145.225MHz or GB3WL today and next Sunday. Tuesday sees a Morse class followed by a club night and activities. Details from Chris, G0EYO, on 0771 041 2819.

Gloucester Amateur Radio & Electronics Society is closed on Monday. There’s a club net on Wednesday from 7.30pm on 145.475MHz FM, and another on Thursday from 7.30pm, also on 145.475MHz FM, which usually moves to 80m SSB. Friday sees a club net from 7.30pm on 432.220MHz SSB. More information from Anne, 2E1GKY, on 01242 699 595, daytime.

Nunsfield House Amateur Radio Group has a shack night on Monday. Thursday sees the club net from 8pm on 145.325MHz and Friday sees a natter night. Contact Paul, G1SGZ, via email to pr@nharg.org.uk.

RAF Waddington Amateur Radio Club has its net on Monday from 8pm on 145.325MHz. On Friday there’s a nibbles night. Contact Bob, G3VCA on 0797 116 6250.

Coventry Amateur Radio Society commences the first round of the G2FDC 2m DF Trophy at 11am on Tuesday. Friday sees a radio workshop evening. Contact John, G8SEQ, on 0795 877 7363.

South Birmingham Radio Society is closed on Tuesday. Friday sees work in the shack. Contact Gemma Gordon, M6GKG, by email to gemmagordon.m6gkg@gmail.com.

Loughborough & District Amateur Radio Club has a 2m club net on Tuesday. More information from Chris, G1ETZ, on 01509 504 319.

On Wednesday Midland Amateur Radio Society is holding an open meeting to look at members’ new toys. Contact Norman, G8BHE, on 0780 807 8003.

On Wednesday Telford & District Amateur Radio Society is having an informal social meeting. Details from John Humphreys, M0JZH, on 0782 473 7716.

On Thursday Kettering & District Amateur Radio Society has a net from 7pm on 145.300MHz FM. Contact Ed O’Neill, M0TZX, via email to M0TZX@yahoo.com.

NEWS FOR THE NORTH OF ENGLAND 
[for broadcast on Sunday 23 December]
Due to the Christmas break, several clubs that would normally have meetings this week are closed. These include Bolton Wireless Club, Macclesfield & District Radio Society, Sheffield Amateur Radio Club, Chester & District Radio Society, Sheffield & District Wireless Society, South Manchester Radio and Computer Club, Thornton Cleveleys Amateur Radio Society, Isle of Man Amateur Radio Society and Tynemouth Amateur Radio Club. 
Denby Dale Radio Club has its net via GB3HD from 10.30am today and next Sunday. Wednesday sees a film night. Contact Darran, G0BWB, on 0797 442 3227.
Oldham Radio Club has a club D-Star net – REF 14B from 9.30am today. Wednesday sees the 2m FM net from 8pm.There’s no meeting on Thursday. Next Sunday it’s the C4FM net, FCS004-55, from 9.30am. Contact Mike, M1CVL, on 0740 276 3203.

Halifax & District Amateur Radio Society has its club net on Wednesday on GB3HD from 7.30pm. Thursday sees a joint net with RAFARS on 145.350MHz from 7pm. Contact Martin, M0GQB, on 01422 341 317.

On Wednesday York Radio Club has its net from 8pm on 145.450MHz. For details, see www.yorkradioclub.uk.

On Thursday Bishop Auckland Radio Amateur Club is having a club night with training. Contact Gail, M3GBB on, 0191 372 0473.

On Thursday Keighley Amateur Radio Society has a club meeting. Details from Geoff Priestley, G7JZM, on 0777 489 1641.

On Thursday Stockport Radio Society Christmas is holding its New Year’s club meeting. Contact Heather Stanley, M6HNS, on 0750 690 4422.

On Friday East Cleveland Amateur Radio Club meets to see what we got for Christmas. More information from Alistair, G4OLK, on 01642 475 671.

On Friday Hartlepool Amateur Radio Club is planning for its AGM. Contact Stan, G7VGM, via email to stan.g7vgm@gmail.com.

NEWS FOR THE NORTH OF ENGLAND 
[information for week commencing Sunday 30 December, see Note at start of Local News section]
Macclesfield & District Radio Society, Sheffield ARC and Tynemouth ARC are closed this week.

Denby Dale Radio Club has its net via GB3HD from 10.30am today and next Sunday. Wednesday sees a club night. Contact Darran, G0BWB, on 0797 442 3227.

Oldham Radio Club has a club C4FM net, FCS004-55, from 9.30am today. Wednesday sees the club 2m FM net from 8pm and on Thursday there’s a club night. Next Sunday sees the D-Star net – REF 14B from 9.30am. Contact Mike, M1CVL, on 0740 276 3203.

Nuneaton & District Amateur Radio Club has its net on Thursday from 9.30pm on 145.475MHz. Friday sees a pint and chat at the Griffin Inn, Nuneaton Road. Contact Neil Yorke, M0NKE, via email to info@ndarc.co.uk.

Central Lancs Amateur Radio Club has a club meeting next Saturday. Next Sunday sees a club net from 11am on 1.940MHz LSB. Contact Peter, G3UCA, via email to g3uca@blueyonder.co.uk.

Isle of Man Amateur Radio Society has a meeting at Ballasalla on Wednesday. Details from Nigel, GD6AFB, on 01624 620469.

On Wednesday Durham and District Amateur Radio Society is having a club night. Details from Michael, G7TWX, on 0782 692 4192.

Halifax & District Amateur Radio Society has its club net on Wednesday on GB3HD from 7.30pm. Thursday sees a joint net with RAFARS on 145.350MHz from 7pm. Contact Martin, M0GQB, on 01422 341 317.

On Thursday Bishop Auckland RAC has a club night with training. Contact Gail, M3GBB, on 0191 372 0473. 

On Thursday Keighley Amateur Radio Society is holding a club meeting. More information from Geoff Priestley, G7JZM, on 0777 489 1641.

On Thursday South Manchester Radio and Computer Club is having a discussion on members’ Christmas radio activities. Details from Ron, G3SVW, on 01619 693 999.

On Thursday Spen Valley Amateur Radio Society is holding a shack meeting and on the air evening. Details from Russell, G0FOI, on 01274 875 038.

On Friday East Cleveland Amateur Radio Club invites members to discuss their New Year resolutions. Contact Alistair, G4OLK, on 01642 475 671.

On Friday Hartlepool Amateur Radio Club is running Foundation and Intermediate training. Details from Stan, G7VGM, via email to stan.g7vgm@gmail.com.

On Friday Stockport Radio Society has a net from 7.30pm on 433.575MHz. More information from Heather Stanley, M6HNS, on 0750 690 4422.

On Saturday Sheffield & District Wireless Society is taking part in the RSGB AFS 80-40m CW Contest from 1300-1700. Contact Krystyna, 2E0KSH, on 0788 406 5375.

NEWS FOR NORTHERN IRELAND

The Region 8 GB2RS DMR news broadcast will be moving to the regional TG880, Slot 2, from Sunday the 6th of January. This will make the service more widely available than it currently is on TG8, especially to those without direct repeater access and who rely on online linked reflectors, whilst still keeping it within a regional group. As there is no official reading planned for Sunday the 30th of December, there will be an informal DMR news net at the usual scheduled time, 7.30pm, on TG880, under our own callsigns, during which we hope to bring you an spoken version of the latest Region 8 Newsletter. This will also provide the opportunity to confirm all is good for TG880 and associated reflectors, ready for the first GB2RS reading of the New Year.
On Thursday the 2nd of January Bangor & District Amateur Radio Society has its annual quiz. Contact Harry, GI4JTF, on 0289 042 2762.

NEWS FOR SCOTLAND 
[for broadcast on Sunday 23 December]
From Tuesday, Christmas Day, until New Year’s Eve, Monday the 31st, Dundee Amateur Radio Club is running its SSTV competition. Details from Martin, 2M0KAU, on 0776 370 8933.

West of Scotland Amateur Radio Society is closed over the Christmas and New Year period. 

On Friday Mid Lanarkshire Amateur Radio Society is having a club night and training session. Contact Joseph, 2M0JHY, via email to mlarsclub@gmail.com.

NEWS FOR SCOTLAND
 [information for week commencing Sunday 30 December, see Note at start of Local News section]
Aberdeen Amateur Radio Society is closed this week. 

Dundee Amateur Radio Club is running its PSK competition from the 1st to the 7th of January. Details from Martin, 2M0KAU, on 0776 370 8933.

On Wednesday Inverness & District Amateur Radio Society has its net from 8pm on 145.575MHz and GB7BI slot 1. Contact John, GM0OTI, on 01463 791 444. 

West of Scotland Amateur Radio Society Club is closed on Wednesday and Friday. On Saturday they’re taking part in the RSGB AFS 80-40m CW Contest. For details, see www.wosars.org.uk.

On Thursday Wigtownshire Amateur Radio Club is having a talk on antennas next to salt water by Bob Bower, GM4DLG. Contact Bob Bower, GM4DLG, via email to info@gm4riv.com.

On Friday Mid Lanarkshire Amateur Radio Society is having a club night and tuition. More information from Joseph, 2M0JHY, via email to mlarsclub@gmail.com.

Cockenzie & Port Seton Amateur Radio Club has activity days from the 6th to the 12th. More information from Bob, GM4UYZ, on 01875 811 723. 

NEWS FOR THE SOUTH EAST and EAST ANGLIA 
[for broadcast on Sunday 23 December]
Due to the Christmas break, several clubs that would normally have meetings this week are closed. These include Chippenham & District Amateur Radio Club, Farnborough & District Radio Society, Cambridge & District Amateur Radio Club, Hog's Back Amateur Radio Club, Felixstowe & District Amateur Radio Society, Hammersmith Amateur Radio Society and Mid Sussex Amateur Radio Society. 
We have been told that several clubs have events scheduled this week more or less as normal, even on Christmas Day, Tuesday; we suggest you check with the organisers before travelling. 

First, advance notice that from the 9th of January Farnborough and District Radio Society is moving to Aldershot Army Museum, just off Queens Avenue, Aldershot, GU11 2LG. Meetings are on the second and fourth Wednesday of each month, 7.30 for 8pm. Details are at www.farnboroughradio.org.uk.

Hastings Electronics and Radio Club has a net today and next Sunday from 11am on 144.575MHz. There is no meeting on Wednesday. Contact Gordon, M3YXH, on 01424 431 909.

Radio Society of Harrow has its club net at noon today and next Sunday on 1938kHz LSB. On Monday there’s a net from 8.15pm, settling on 145.350MHz. Details from Linda, G7RJL via email to lcasey100@outlook.com.

Surrey Radio Contact Club has a net today and next Sunday on 1905kHz at 9.30am. There’s no meeting on Monday. On Thursday there’s a net on 70.300MHz from 8pm, and on Friday there’s another net on 145.350MHz, also at 8pm. Enquiries to John, G3MCX, on 020 8688 3322.
Lowestoft District & Pye Amateur Radio Club is having an informal and operating evening on Monday. Thursday sees a club evening. For details, email secretary@ldparc.co.uk.

Colchester Radio Amateurs has a net on Christmas Day, Tuesday, from 7pm on 433.425MHz, moving to 1.925MHz at 7.45pm. On Wednesday there’s a net from 7pm on 145.350MHz. There is no meeting on Thursday. Contact Garry, M0MGP, on 0774 031 8521.

Worthing and District Amateur Radio Club has its Christmas Day net from 10am on 145.550MHz. There are no meetings over the Christmas period but regular nets, which are detailed at www.wadarc.org.uk, continue as normal. Meetings resume on Tuesday the 15th of January, at the new venue, the Worthing Sea Cadets HQ, TS Vanguard, at 9a Broadwater Road, Worthing BN14 8AD. Members are asked to arrive after 7.45pm for an 8pm start. There is ample parking. For details, contact Alan Baker, G4GNX, via email to alan@g4gnx.co.

Now we return to the traditional listing in date order. On Monday Essex Ham has its net on GB3DA from 8pm. Contact Pete, M0PSX, via email to news@essexham.co.uk.
Peterborough & District Amateur Radio Club has its net on Monday from 8pm on 1.980MHz. There is no meeting on Wednesday. Contact Alan, G8XLH, via email to secretary@padarc.co.uk.

Braintree & District Amateur Radio Society has a natter night scheduled for Tuesday, Christmas Day. Check details with Edwin, G0LPO, on 01376 324 031.

On Wednesday Bracknell Amateur Radio has an open net from 8pm on 145.375MHz. Contact David, M0XDF, via email to M0XDF@alphadene.co.uk.

On Wednesday Bromley & District Amateur Radio has its net from 9pm, starting on 145.500MHz. Contact Andy, G4WGZ, on 01689 878 089.

On Thursday Bredhurst Receiving & Transmitting Society is having a club night. Details from Nicky, via email to secretary@brats-qth.org.

On Friday Silverthorn Radio Club has a club night from 7.30pm. Contact Robbie, M0HVC, on 0742 913 1105.

On Friday Whitton Amateur Radio Group has a social meeting in the bar from 8pm at Whitton Community Centre. Details from Ian, G0OFN, on 0795 620 3495.

NEWS FOR THE SOUTH EAST and EAST ANGLIA
 [information for week commencing Sunday 30 December, see Note at start of Local News section]
Hastings Electronics and Radio Club has a net today and next Sunday from 11am on 144.575MHz. Contact Gordon, M3YXH, on 01424 431 909.

Radio Society of Harrow has its club net at noon today and next Sunday on 1938kHz LSB. On Monday there’s a net from 8.15pm, settling on 145.350MHz, and next Friday sees a session on hands-on measurements. Details from Linda, G7RJL via email to lcasey100@outlook.com.

Surrey Radio Contact Club has a net today and next Sunday on 1905kHz at 9.30am. On Thursday there’s a net on 70.300MHz from 8pm, and on Friday there’s another net, on 145.350MHz, also at 8pm. Enquiries to John, G3MCX, on 020 8688 3322.

Essex Ham has a net on Monday from 8pm on GB3DA. Next Saturday sees the Essex YL Net on GB3DA from 8pm and next Sunday sees the start of the next online training course at www.hamtrain.co.uk. Contact Pete, M0PSX, via email to news@essexham.co.uk.

Braintree & District Amateur Radio Society has nets on Tuesday and Saturday from 8pm on 145.375MHz.Details from Edwin, G0LPO, on 01376 324 031.

Brede Steam Amateur Radio Society has operations in the shack scheduled from 9am to 2pm on Tuesday, New Year’s Day. Thursday sees the club net on GB3ES from 8.15pm and Saturday sees more operations in the shack from 9am. Contact Martin, M0MJU, via email to m0nuc.bsars@gmail.com.

Thurrock Acorns Amateur Radio Club has its SSTV net on Tuesday from 7.30pm on 144.500MHz. On Thursday there’s the net from 7.30pm on 145.500MHz FM. More information from Gordon, M0WJL, via email to acorns@taarc.co.uk.

Crystal Palace Radio and Electronics Club has its net on Wednesday from 8pm on 145.525MHz ± QRM. Friday sees a video evening. Contact Bob, G3OOU, on 01737 552 170.

Bredhurst Receiving & Transmitting Society has a club night on Thursday. Next Saturday sees a coffee morning. Details from Nicky, via email to secretary@brats-qth.org.

On Monday Peterborough & District Amateur Radio Club has a net on 1.980MHz from 8pm. Contact Alan, G8XLH, via email to secretary@padarc.co.uk.

On Tuesday Chippenham & District Amateur Radio Club is closed.

On Wednesday Bromley & District Amateur Radio Society has its net from 9pm, starting on 145.500MHz. Contact Andy, G4WGZ, on 01689 878 089.

On Wednesday Norfolk Amateur Radio Club is having an informal evening. Contact Chris Danby, G0DWV, on 01603 898 308.

On Thursday Shefford & District Amateur Radio Society is holding a welcome back meeting. More information from David, G8UOD on 01234 742 757.

On Friday Horndean & District Amateur Radio Club is having a natter night. Contact Stuart, G0FYX, on 02392 472 846.

On Friday Thames Amateur Radio Group is having talks on Fraud and Knots. Details from Patrick Higham, G8JLM, on 01621 855 461. 

On Friday Whitton Amateur Radio Group is holding a social meeting in the bar. Contact Ian, G0OFN, on 0795 620 3495.

On Saturday Cray Valley Radio Society is operating GB8KW for the KW Electronics special event day. More information from Dave Lee, G8ZZK, on 0773 954 9822.

On Sunday Burnham Beeches Radio Club has its net on 145.500MHz from 10.30am. Contact Greg, G4EBY, via email to ebytronics@gmail.com.

NEWS FOR THE SOUTH WEST 
[for broadcast on Sunday 23 December]
South Bristol Amateur Radio Club is closed on Thursday. Friday will see the screening of a 45-minute video. Contact Andy Jenner, G7KNA, on 0783 869 5471.

Yeovil Amateur Radio Club has Morse practice on Thursday. Friday sees the second annual table top sale in Sparkford village hall. Details from Bob Harris, G8UED, on 01963 440167.

On Friday Torbay Amateur Radio Society is having a club night with a speaker. Details from Kerry Knight, M0KRE, on 0772 599 9973. 

NEWS FOR THE SOUTH WEST 
[information for week commencing Sunday 30 December, see Note at start of Local News section]
Callington Amateur Radio Society is having a club night on Wednesday. Details from John, G4PBN, on 01822 835 834.

On Wednesday Exmouth Amateur Radio Club has a pub night, quiz and social evening. Contact Mike, G1GZG, on 01395 274 172.

On Wednesday Cornish Radio Amateur Club is holding a committee meeting. The main meeting is on Thursday. Details from Steve, G7VOH, on 01209 844 939.

On Wednesday Torbay Amateur Radio Society Club has nets on 14.270MHz from 9.30am and on 3.663MHz from 10.30am. Friday sees a club meeting from 7.30pm followed by a club net on 3.663MHz from 9.15pm. On Saturday there’s a net on 3.663MHz from 10.30am. Next Sunday sees nets on 14.270MHz from 9.30am and on 3.663MHz from 10.30am. Details from Kerry Knight, M0KRE, on 0772 599 9973.

On Thursday Riviera Amateur Radio Club is having a club night. For details email rivieraarc@gmail.com.

On Thursday South Bristol Amateur Radio Club is having a talk on RSGB matters by Andy, G7KNA. More information from Andy Jenner, G7KNA, on 0783 869 5471.

On Thursday Yeovil Amateur Radio Club is watching the Red Tent DVD, and on Friday there’s an on the air and practice session at Sparkford. Contact Bob Harris, G8UED, on 01963 440167.

NEWS FOR WALES
 [for broadcast on Sunday 23 December]
Llanelli Amateur Radio Society and North Wales Radio Society are closed this week. 

On Thursday Aberystwyth & District Amateur Radio Society has a club net, mainly on 145.550MHz. For details contact Ray, GW7AGG, on 01970 611 853.

NEWS FOR WALES 
[information for week commencing Sunday 30 December, see Note at start of Local News section]
Llanelli Amateur Radio Society is closed this week. 

On Thursday North Wales Radio Society is holding a general meeting. Contact Liz Cabban, GW0ETU, on 0776 019 0355.

On Sunday Aberystwyth & District Amateur Radio Society is holding a junk or pre-owned sale from 11am. More information from Ray, GW7AGG, on 01970 611 853.
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