GB2RS NEWS

Sunday 25th February 2018

The news headlines:

· New RSGB ETCC Chair appointed

· Bodleian talk on What is Wireless

· NRC to open 6 days a week

The RSGB is delighted to announce that Andrew Barrett, G8DOR has been appointed as the new Chair of the Emerging Technology Coordination Committee, or ETCC, for an initial period of three years. Andrew is the current Vice-Chair. The ETCC functions to develop and enhance the UK amateur radio repeater and data communications networks and to promote the introduction and rollout of appropriate new technologies. They receive, vet and advise on all proposals in respect of analogue or digital voice repeaters, TV repeaters and data communications systems, passing the finalised documents to Ofcom for issue. The RSGB would like to thank John McCullagh, GI4BWM for the enormous level of work that he has put into the role of ETCC Chair for over 12 years, particularly in his work with Ofcom. 

A forthcoming lecture at the Weston Library, Broad Street, Oxford may be interesting to radio amateurs. Jacob Ward, a Bodleian Libraries Byrne-Bussey Marconi Fellow will be speaking on What is Wireless and will explores what happened to ‘wireless’, from after World War II to the birth of the ‘new’ wireless in the 1980s and 1990s, by exploring the imagination and imagery associated with wireless communications by its biggest proponents: the Marconi Companies. The talk takes place on the 6th of March from 5.30 to 6.30pm and is a free public event. All are welcome. Tickets can be reserved via tinyurl.com/GB2RS-0225-A

[Note to Newsreaders: The original, full URL is www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/whatson/whats-on/upcoming-events/2018/mar/what-happened-to-wireless]

The RSGB is pleased to announce that the National Radio Centre, located at Bletchley Park, will now also be open on Mondays. Starting from Easter Monday, the 2nd of April, the NRC will now be open six days a week, closing only on Tuesdays. NRC opening times run in accordance to the Bletchley Park museum, 9.30am to 4pm in winter and to 5pm in summer. Bletchley Park admission details are at www.bletchleypark.org.uk. RSGB Members can gain free access to Bletchley Park, including the National Radio Centre, by downloading a voucher from the Membership Services area of the RSGB website, www.rsgb.org/bletchley-park-voucher

An international amateur radio team that postponed a December 2017 DXpedition to the disputed Spratly Islands now plans to be on the air in early March from Layang Layang Island, also known as Swallow Reef, under Malaysian call sign 9M0W. The IOTA reference is AS-051. The operation will be on the air on 160 to 6m using CW, SSB and digital modes. While the Royal Malaysian Navy maintains a presence on the reef, ownership of the Spratlys has also been asserted by the People’s Republic of China, Taiwan, Vietnam, and the Philippines in addition to Malaysia. The Spratlys are Number 56 on Club Log’s DXCC Most-Wanted List.

Another RSGB 2017 Convention presentation has been added to the video portal for RSGB Members to view. The talk is by Ian White, GM3SEK, and called VHF-UHF DX – the Game of Decibels. In a talk aimed at all technical levels, Ian explains that decibels are the ‘currency’ in which we measure our station's performance. We can count our gains and losses, save our decibels or throw them away, and eventually find our own answers to the age-old question, “what is one decibel really worth?” Ian explains why we use decibels; why 1dB can be worth more to VHF-UHF DXers than almost anyone else; and how ‘counting the decibels’ can point us to the next station improvement. Take a look at www.rsgb.org/videos for this and many other talks.

Richard Lamont, G4DYA has been appointed to the joint role of Amateur Radio Observation Service and Intruder Watch Coordinator. Richard has been a broadcast engineer with the BBC, an editor of radio magazines and a company director. He also knows his way around the ITU Regulations. The RSGB welcome him to his new role. Richard succeeds Mark Jones, G0MGX who we thank for putting a great deal of time and energy into these activities over the last five years.

And now for the details of rallies and events for the coming week 
Today, the 25th, the BRATS Medway Radio Rally takes place at The Victory Academy, Magpie Hall Road, Chatham, Kent ME4 5JB. Doors open at 10am, with disabled visitors gaining access at 9.30. Admittance is £2.50. There is free parking and talk in on 145.550MHz using the callsign GB4RRR. There will be trade stands and an RSGB bookstall. Catering is available on site. Details from Hugh, G0BRC, on 0782 583 8877.

Also on the 25th, the Pencoed ARC Table Top Sale will be held at Pencoed Rugby Football Club, The Verlands, Felindre Road, Pencoed CF35 5PB. Doors open at 8am for sellers and 10am for buyers. Entry is £2. Tables are £10 each on a first come first served basis. Refreshments are available on site. To book, contact Madeline Roberts on 0773 837 5775.

Next Saturday, the 3rd of March, the Lagan Valley ARS Rally will be held in the Hillsborough Village Centre, 7 Ballynahinch Road, Hillsborough BT26 6AR. Doors open from 11am to 3pm, with admittance £3. Everyone is most welcome to attend. There will be lots of radio equipment, both new and second hand. Tea, coffees and sandwiches will be available. There will be a Bring & Buy, RSGB Book Stall and Special Interest Groups. More details from Andrew Mulholland, MI0BPB on 07802 824 615.

Next Sunday, the 4th, the Grantham ARC Radio and Electronics Rally will be at the Grantham West Community Centre, Trent Road, Grantham NG31 7XQ. There is car parking on site and talk-in will be available. Admission is £3. There will be trade stands, special interest groups and an RSGB book stall. Contact Kevin, G6SSN on 07793 142 483 for more information.

Also next Sunday, the 4th, the Exeter Radio & Electronics Rally takes place at America Hall, De La Rue Way, Pinhoe, Exeter EX4 8PW. There will be traders, a Bring & Buy, and catering is available on site. Doors open at 10.30am, with disabled guests and those booking in to the Bring & Buy having access from 10.15am. Admission is £2. Details from Pete, G3ZVI on 0771 419 8374.

To get your rally or event information into GB2RS News, RadCom and on the RSGB website, email details as early as possible to radcom@rsgb.org.uk. 

And now the DX news compiled from 425 DX News and other sources

A group will be operating from Rotuma Island, IOTA reference OC-060, from around the 23rd of February until the 16th of March. The callsign will be 3D2EU. Activity will be on all bands from 160 to 10m using CW, SSB and digital. Rotuma is located about 650km north of Fiji and counts as a separate entity for DXCC purposes.

Gerhard, OE3GEA is making progress on his trip around islands in the Pacific. He will be operating as FO/OE3GEA from French Polynesia from the 25th of February to the 10th of March, using the 30 to 10m bands. QSL via OE3GEA, direct or via the bureau.

Two South Korean amateurs will be operating from Ho Chi Minh City in Vietnam as XV9HL. They will be on the air from the 26th of February until the 6th of March. Look for them using CW, SSB and digital modes. QSLs go via HL1AHS.

Bernhard, DK7TF and Jurgen, DH6ICE will be active as XV9DLH from Phu Quoc Island in Vietnam, AS-128, starting on the 24th of February. QSL via DK8ZZ.

Jim, WB2REM and Mark, WY1G will be in Nicaragua from the 26th of February until the 6th of March. They will use the callsign H7DX on CW, SSB and FT8. QSL via Club Log OQRS.

Now the special event news 

March 2018 sees the 80th anniversary of the launch of HMS Belfast and, to mark the event, the RNARS (Affiliated) London (HMS Belfast) Group have been granted the unusual callsign of GB80GGCN. Golf Golf Charlie November was the marine callsign of HMS Belfast. The special event call will last from March through to May. Visitors to HMS Belfast are able to see the operators using the call in the Bridge Wireless Office.  Listen for them across the bands. A special QSL card will be available, and full details are on QRZ.com. 

Special callsign II2RR is active until the 31st of December to mark the 70th anniversary of the first issue of RadioRivista, the Italian Society’s monthly journal. QSL via IK2VU.

Now the contest news

The CQ WorldWide 160m DX contest ends its 48 hour run at 2200UTC today, the 25th. It’s SSB only; the exchange is signal report and CQ Zone, with US stations also sending their State and Canadians their Province.

The French REF Contest ends its 36 hour run at 1800UTC today, the 25th. Using SSB on the 3.5 to 28MHz band, the exchange is signal report and serial number, with French stations sending their département number or overseas prefix.

Today, the 25th, the first 70MHz Cumulative Contest takes place from 1000 to 1200UTC. Using all modes the exchange is signal report, serial number and locator.

On Tuesday the SHF UK Activity Contest takes place from 1930 to 2230UTC. Using all modes on the 2.3 to 10GHz bands, the exchange is signal report, serial number and locator.

On Wednesday the UK EI Counties 80m Contest runs from 2000 to 2100UTC. Using CW only, the exchange is your 4 character locator.

Next weekend the 144/432MHz contest runs from 1400UTC on the 3rd to 1400UTC on the 4th. Using all modes on 2m and 70cm, the exchange is signal report, serial number and locator.

The ARRL International DX Contest runs for 48 hours next weekend from 0000UTC on the 3rd to 2359UTC on the 4th. Using SSB only on the 1.8 to 28MHz bands, the exchange is signal report and transmit power. US stations also send their state and Canadians their Province,

On Sunday the 4th the UK Microwave Group First Low Band Contest runs from 1000 to 1600UTC. Using all modes on the 1.3 to 2.4GHz bands, the exchange is signal report, serial number and locator.

Now the radio propagation report, compiled by G0KYA, G3YLA and G4BAO on Friday the 23rd of February. 

Despite warnings in the popular press that a massive solar flare was likely to cause chaos on Earth, we managed to survive! In the event, a coronal mass ejection, which was linked to the solar flare, caused the K index to rise to five on Monday 19th, but conditions became more settled from Tuesday onwards. There was DX to be had if you looked for it. For example, ET3AA in Ethiopia has been very audible on 18MHz around lunchtime. Otherwise, the Sun has been more settled, with no visible sunspots and a solar flux index of 68 on Thursday – that’s just two points above what we can expect at absolute solar minimum.

As this report was being prepared a large coronal hole was visible, stretching from one solar pole to the equator. This might suggest we could have unsettled geomagnetic conditions on Earth from around Sunday 25th, although the NOAA figures don’t support this. Next week, NOAA predicts the solar flux index will remain around 70, so we can expect maximum usable frequencies to remain similar, with daytime band openings up to 17m and occasionally 15m. With night-time critical frequencies remaining around 3MHz, bands much above 40m remain mostly closed to DX.

And now the VHF and up propagation news.

It’s a cold, high-pressure story this week, and although technically this is a very strong high, the air underneath the temperature inversion that these highs produce is cold and dry. This is not particularly good at changing the refractive index of the air across the inversion and implies that this is not really the best option for Tropo. It is better than flat conditions, and could possibly help out early in the mornings. A night of surface cooling gives a very low-level temperature inversion near the ground that could lead to a temporary improvement in Tropo.

In the second half of the week it is likely that low pressure tracking westwards across southern Britain will bring the prospect of snowfall and perhaps icing on antenna wires and beam elements. It is always worth checking the tensions are good and shake off any ice build-up in this sort of weather.

We are still a month or so away from the return of Northern hemisphere Sporadic-E, so the best opportunity for DX on the lower bands still lies in early morning random meteor scatter contacts. 

The Moon is at maximum declination today so, combined with low path losses with perigee this Tuesday, it is a good week for EME. 

And that’s all from the propagation team this week.

Next, the Local News:

Please note that details of all RSGB-affiliated clubs and societies can be found on the RSGB website, including email addresses and website links where known.

[Note to Newsreaders: Please read the local news items appropriate to the service area of your transmission.]

NEWS FOR THE MIDLANDS

We start with news from clubs that have several events this week. Burton Amateur Radio Club has a club net on 145.575MHz at 10am today and next Sunday. On Tuesday there’s a coffee morning at Dunelms Café, on Wednesday there’s a shack night and Thursday sees a club net on 145.575MHz from 7.30pm. Details from Mike Lewis, M0XMX on 0785 068 5961.

Wythall Radio Club has its net on 145.225MHz or GB3WL from 8pm today and next Sunday. Tuesday sees a Morse class and the 2 – 22 Show. Details from Chris, G0EYO, on 07710 412 819.

On Monday Coventry Amateur Radio Society has an open net at 8pm on 145.375MHz FM and or 7.16MHz ± QRM SSB. The Thursday open net is at 8pm on 50.175MHz SSB. Contact John, G8SEQ, on 07958 777 363.

Gloucester Amateur Radio & Electronics Society is having an informal and operating meeting on Monday. The main net is on 145.475MHz FM from 7.30pm on Wednesday. The Thursday net starts on 145.475MHz FM at 7.30pm then normally moves onto 80m SSB. On Friday there’s a net at 7.30pm on 432.220MHz USB. Contact Anne, 2E1GKY, on 01242 699 595, daytime for details.

Leicester Radio Society has a Morse class on Monday followed by project night. Thursday sees the Foundation course. For details contact Sandra Morley, G0MCV, on 0793 027 4044.

Nunsfield House ARG has a shack night on Monday. Thursday sees the club net from 8pm on 145.325MHz. On Friday there’s a talk on the FT8 digital mode. Contact Paul, G1SGZ, via email to pr@nharg.org.uk.

South Birmingham Radio Society is having an open meeting and ragchew on Monday. On Tuesday it’s the regular coffee morning in the shack from 11am, and Thursday sees training classes with Dave Murphy, G8OWL. On Friday there’s a session sorting rally stock. Contact Gemma, M6GKG, by email to gemmagordon.m6gkg@gmail.com.

Sutton Coldfield Amateur Radio Society has a club meeting on Monday. Tuesday sees a DMR open net from 7.30pm on GB7FW slot/local 2. Details from Robert Bird, via email to rob2e0zap@gmail.com.

Kettering & District Amateur Radio Society is having an HF operating evening from 7pm on Tuesday. Thursday sees the net from 7pm on 145.300MHz. Contact FM Ed O’Neill, via email to M0TZX@yahoo.com.

Malvern Hills RAC is having an informal meeting on Tuesday. On Wednesday it’s the club net on 145.350MHz FM from 8pm. Contact Dave, G4IDF, on 01905 351 568.

Salop Amateur Radio Society has its club CW net on Tuesday from 4.30pm on 144.070MHz. Wednesday sees the club net on GB3LH from 8.30pm. For details, email salopamateurradio@gmail.com.

Rugby ATS has radio operation and projects plus CW practice and training on Tuesday. Next Saturday sees the HF & VHF shack on the air plus a visit by the RSGB representative. Next Sunday there’s a management committee meeting. Contact Steve, G8LYB, on 01788 578 940.

Worksop ARS is having a club night on Tuesday. Thursday sees a technical night. Details on 0789 062 6684.

Lincoln Short-Wave Club is having a talk by John Rogers on Wednesday. On Thursday it’s the club net from 8pm on 145.375 and next Saturday sees the regular surgery plus the shack open from 9.30am and GB2CWP in the NAAFI from 10am. For more information contact Pam Rose, G4STO, on 01427 788 356.

South Kesteven Amateur Radio Society has its net on Wednesday from8pm on GB3GR. On Friday there’s a club meeting. Contact Andrew, M0NRD, on 0796 906 2859.

RAF Waddington Amateur Radio Club is having a club night on Friday. Saturday sees a session refurbishing and extending the shack. Contact Bob, G3VCA, on 07971 166 250.

Now we return the traditional listing in date order. On Monday South Normanton Alfreton & District Amateur Radio Club is having a natter night. Contact A Lawrence, 2E0BQS, on 01246 456 625.

On Monday Stratford upon Avon & District Radio Society is having a talk on 100 years of maritime communications by John, G1AWJ. Contact Clive, G0CHO, on 01608 664 488.

On Tuesday Dudley and District ARS is having a club night. Details from Graham 2E0GIJ, on 0783 120 1407.

On Tuesday Loughborough & District Amateur Radio Club has part 2 of the talk by Brian, G8BUB, on the beams of WWII. More information from Chris, G1ETZ, on 01509 504 319.

On Tuesday Mid-Warwickshire Amateur Radio Society commences its Intermediate training with M0OAE. More information from Don, G4CYG, on 01926 424 465.

On Wednesday Midland Amateur Radio Society is having an open meeting plus ragchew, planning rally visits and training classes. Details from Norman, G8BHE, on 0780 807 8003.

On Wednesday Telford & District Amateur Radio Society has its Under a Fiver competition. Details from John Humphreys, M0JZH, on 07824 737 716.

On Thursday Solihull Amateur Radio Society has its net from 8pm on 145.450MHz. Contact Roger Hancock, G4BBT, on 0121 743 7277.

On Friday Bromsgrove & District ARC is having a club night. Details from John, G4OJS, on 0788 9678 303.

On Friday Spalding & District Amateur Radio Society is having a club night. More information from Graham Boor, G8NWC, on 0775 461 9701.

On Friday Welland Valley Amateur Radio Society commences operating GB0GW, which continues until the 28th. For more information contact Peter D Rivers, G4XEX, on 01858 432 105.

On Sunday Cheltenham Amateur Radio Association has its net from 8.30am on 50.220MHz USB. Details from Derek, G3NKS, on 01242 241 099.

NEWS FOR THE NORTH OF ENGLAND

We start with clubs that have several events this week. Denby Dale Radio Club has its net on GB3HD from 10.30am today and next Sunday. The Foundation course continues on Wednesday. Details from Darran, G0BWB, on 0797 442 3227.

Stockport Radio Society continues its Intermediate course on Monday. Tuesday sees a Skills Night and on Wednesday it’s the net from 7.30pm on 145.375MHz FM. Friday sees a net from 2pm on 433.525MHz FM. Details from Heather Stanley, M6HNS, on 07506 904 422.

Halifax & District Amateur Radio Society is on the air and running training classes on Tuesday. Wednesday sees an open net on GB3HD from 7.30pm and on Thursday there’s a joint net with RAFARS on 145.350MHz from 7pm. Details from Martin, M0GQB, on 01422 341 317.

Wirral Amateur Radio Society is having a natter night on Tuesday and putting G3NWR on the air. Wednesday also sees a natter night with G3NWR on the air. On Thursday there’s an ATV night on the air. Details from William Davies, G4YWD, on 0780 488 4245.

Hartlepool Amateur Radio Club has its net on Wednesday on 145.575MHz. Friday sees a club night. Details from Anthony Elliott, M0VED, on 0792 699 8014.

Now we return to the traditional listing in date order. On Monday Angel of the North Amateur Radio Club is on the air. Contact Nancy Bone, G7UUR, on 01914 770 036.

On Monday Bolton Wireless Club is watching the RSGB video on Radio Propagation at VHF and Higher by John, G4BAO and Steve, G0KYA. For details, send an email to boltonwireless@gmail.com.

On Monday Macclesfield & District Radio Society has an update on the club project. For details, email info@gx4mws.com.

On Monday Sheffield Amateur Radio Club is having a club night. Contact David, G6DCT, via email to littlewood20@btinternet.com.

On Monday Thornton Cleveleys Amateur Radio Society is holding a table top sale. Details from John E Rodway, G4FRK, on 01253 862 810.

On Wednesday Sheffield & District Wireless Society is having a technical and training evening. More information from Krystyna, 2E0KSH, on 0788 406 5375.

On Thursday Bishop Auckland Radio Amateur Club is holding training classes and a normal club night. Contact Gail, M3GBB on 0191 372 0473.

On Thursday Hull & District Amateur Radio Society is having a club night and is on the air. Contact Tony, G0WJK, on 01430 423 837.

On Thursday Ripon & District Amateur Radio Society is having a club night. More information from David, G3UNA, on 01423 860 778.

On Thursday Keighley ARS meets in The Old Sun Inn, Haworth. Contact Geoff, G7JZM, on 0777 489 1641.

On Thursday South Manchester Radio and Computer Club is holding a PC Clinic with Dave, G4UGM. Details from Ron, G3SVW, on 01619 693 999.

On Thursday Spen Valley Amateur Radio Society is on the air and discussing special events. Details from Russell, G0FOI, on 01274 875 038.

On Friday East Cleveland Amateur Radio Club is having a radio magazines evening. For more information contact Alistair, G4OLK, on 01642 475 671.

On Friday Tynemouth ARC is discussing special event calls. For details, see www.G0NWM.com.

On Friday Wakefield & District Radio Society is having a social evening and training session. Contact Charles, on 0790 050 0775.

NEWS FOR NORTHERN IRELAND

On Thursday Bangor & District Amateur Radio Society is having a talk on the QSL bureau, LotW and Clublog by Harry, GI4JTF. Next Saturday and Sunday sees the Foundation course. Details from Harry, GI4JTF, on 0289 042 2762.

NEWS FOR SCOTLAND

On Tuesday Dundee Amateur Radio Club is having a talk and club night. Details form Martin, 2M0KAU, on 0776 370 8933.

On Tuesday Livingston and District Amateur Radio Society is having an operating evening. Details from Cathie, 2M0DIB, on 01506 433 846.

On Wednesday Glenrothes & DRC is discussing radio use in motorsport. More details from Dougie, MM6KNR, via email to dougie@digitalmaker.co.uk.

On Wednesday Lothians Radio Society is having a club night. Contact Mike Burgess, MM0MLB, via email to secretary@lothiansradiosociety.com.

On Wednesday Perth & District Amateur Radio Group is having a normal club night, to which all are welcome. More information from Ron Stratton, via email to mm3ygi@gmail.com.

On Thursday Aberdeen Amateur Radio Society is holding a junk sale. Contact Fred Gordon, GM3ALZ, on 01975 651 365.

On Friday Ayr ARG is having a regular club night. Details from Derek, MM0OVD, on 0744 793 1941.

On Friday Cockenzie & Port Seton Amateur Radio Club is having a club night. More information from Bob, GM4UYZ, on 01875 811 723.

On Friday West of Scotland Amateur Radio Society is having a club night chaired by Sam, GM4BGS. For details, see www.tinyurl.com/wosars.

NEWS FOR THE SOUTH EAST and EAST ANGLIA

We start with clubs that have several events this week. Bredhurst Receiving & Transmitting Society is at the Rainham Radio Rally today and is having a debrief on Thursday. Next Saturday sees a coffee morning in the shack. Contact Nicky, via email to secretary@brats-qth.org.

Bromley & District Amateur Radio Society continues its Intermediate course today. The club meal is on Tuesday. Wednesday sees the net on 145.400MHz from 9pm. Contact Andy, G4WGZ, on 01689 878 089.

Hastings Electronics and Radio Club has a net today and next Sunday from 11am on 144.575MHz. Wednesday sees the AGM plus a bring your mystery thing session. Details from Gordon, on 01424 431 909.

Radio Society of Harrow has its club net on 1938kHz LSB from 12 noon today and next Sunday. Monday sees a net on 145.500MHz or 145.350MHz FM from 8.15pm and on Friday there’s a members’ quiz night. Details from Linda, G7RJL, via email to lcasey100@outlook.com.

Surrey Radio Contact Club has a net on 1905kHz from 9.30am today and next Sunday. Thursday sees a club net on 70.300MHz from 8pm and on Friday there’s a net on 145.350MHz from 8pm. Contact John, G3MCX, on 020 8688 3322.

Essex Ham has its net on GB3DA from 8pm on Monday, with chatroom and audio feed at www.essexham.net. Next Saturday sees the Essex YL Net on GB3DA from 8pm and next Sunday it’s the online Foundation course. Contact Pete, M0PSX, via email to news@essexham.co.uk.

Peterborough & District Amateur Radio Club has its net on Monday from 8pm on 1.980MHz. On Wednesday there’s a talk and demo on LF by Dave, G4ETG. Contact Alan Ralph, via email to secretary@padarc.co.uk.

Crystal Palace Radio and Electronics Club has its net on Wednesday from 8pm on 145.525MHz ± QRM. Friday sees a club project on compact HF and VHF aerials by Bob, G3OOU and Damien, 2E0EUI. Contact Bob, G3OOU, on 01737 552 170.

On Wednesday Southdown Amateur Radio Society has its FM net on 145.275MHz from 8.30am then a cafe meeting at 12.30pm. Next Saturday and Sunday sees the VHF Championship Contest and BHRS. Contact John, G3DQY, on 01424 424 319.

Loughton & Epping Forest Amateur Radio Society has its net on Thursday from 8pm on 144.725MHz. Friday sees the club meeting. Details from Dave De La Haye, M0MBD, on 0798 016 5172.

Now we return to the traditional listing in date order. On Tuesday Braintree & District Amateur Radio Society is having a demo of data modes. Details from Edwin, G0LPO, on 01376 324 031.

On Tuesday Chippenham & District Amateur Radio Club is having a natter night. For details, email secretary@g0mwt.org.uk.

On Tuesday Dorking & District Radio Society is having a practical session on making antenna traps by Tom Ellinor, G4DFA. Contact David Browning, M6DJB, via email to djb.abraxas@btinternet.com.

On Wednesday Bracknell Amateur Radio Club has an open net from 8pm on 145.375MHz. Contact David, M0XDF, via email to M0XDF@alphadene.co.uk.

On Wednesday Crawley Amateur Radio Club is having a talk on the history of the magnetron, from WWII radar to the kitchen, by Mike, G3LHZ. More information from Richard, G3ZIY, on 01342 843 545.

On Wednesday Darenth Valley Radio Society is having a surplus equipment sale. Contact Mike, G8AXA, on 0788 415 7776.

On Wednesday Fareham & District Amateur Radio Club is watching the film, Understanding the Smith Chart. Contact Chris Jenkins-Powell, G7MFR, on 0781 749 8772.

On Wednesday Farnborough & District Radio Society is having a talk on operating portable by Gary, M6KVK. For details, email sec@farnboroughradio.org.uk.

On Wednesday Newbury & District Amateur Radio Society is having its construction contest show & tell. Contact Rob, G4LMW, on 0797 088 5614.

On Wednesday Norfolk Amateur Radio Club is having a home construction & Bright Sparks evening. Contact Chris Danby, G0DWV, on 01603 898 308.

On Thursday Bittern DX Group has an open net on 145.500MHz from 7.30pm. Details from Peter, G6ZRV, on 01603 879 552.

On Thursday Cray Valley Radio Society is holding its construction contest. Contact Dave Lee, G8ZZK, on 0773 954 9822.

On Thursday Dover Radio Club is having a quiz night. Contact Aaron, 2E0FQR, on 0771 465 4267.

On Thursday Hammersmith Amateur Radio Society has its net on GB3LW from 8pm. More information from Selim, M0XTA, on 07510 900 731.

On Thursday Lowestoft & District PYE Amateur Radio Club is having a club evening. For details, email secretary@ldparc.co.uk.

On Thursday Shefford & District Amateur Radio Society is having a talk on SOTA. Contact David, G8UOD on 01234 742 757.

On Friday Horndean & District ARC is having a natter night. Contact Stuart, G0FYX, on 02392 472 846.

On Friday Mid-Sussex Amateur Radio Society is on the air. Contact Peter, G4AKG, on 01444 239 371.

On Friday Silverthorn Radio Club has a club night from 7.30pm. Contact Robbie, M0HVC, on 0742 913 1105.

On Friday Thames Amateur Radio Group Club is holding a meeting. More information from Patrick Higham, G8JLM, on 01621 855 461.

On Friday Whitton Amateur Radio Group is having a club night, with HF and VHF on the air. Contact Ian, G0OFN, on 0776 565 7542.

Next Saturday and Sunday Hilderstone Radio and Electronics Club is taking part in the RSGB 2m/70cm contest. Details form Ian, 2E0DUE, via email to secretary@g0hrs.org.

On Saturday Reading & District Amateur Radio Club continues its Foundation course. Contact Laurence James, G2DD, on 0758 470 6625.

NEWS FOR THE SOUTH WEST

On Monday Weston Super Mare Radio Society is having a construction, operating and natter night. Contact Martin Jones, G7UWI, on 01934 613 094.

On Tuesday Blackmoor Vale Amateur Radio Society is having an HF and VHF evening. More details from Keith, M0TMO, on 01747 851 260.

Cornish Radio Amateur Club is holding a committee meeting on Wednesday and a club night on Thursday. Details from Steve, G7VOH, on 01209 844 939.

On Thursday Newquay & District Amateur Radio Society is having a club night. Contact Terry, 2E0XTM, on 01841 540 142.

On Thursday Poole Radio Society is having a talk by Colin Baverstock, G4WCK on paint as a protective coating. For details, email secretary@g4prs.org.uk.

On Thursday South Bristol Amateur Radio Club is having a talk on the FT-991 firmware and memories by Gary, 2E0HCC. Details from Andrew Jenner, G7KNA, on 07838 695 471.

Yeovil Amateur Radio Club has mini talks on Thursday. Friday sees a construction and on the air evening at Sparkford. Details from Rodney Edwards, M0RGE, on 01935 825 791.

On Friday Torbay Amateur Radio Society is having a club night. Contact John, via email to G4VUD@tars.org.uk.

NEWS FOR WALES

Llanelli Amateur Radio Society is holding a junk sale and putting GB4SDD on the air on Monday. Thursday sees GB4SDD on the air for St David’s Day. Details from Craig, MW0MXT, on 0738 833 8987.

On Monday Marches Amateur Radio Society runs the North East Wales open net from 9pm on 145.425MHz. For details, email steven.bobby20@yahoo.co.uk.

On Tuesday Rhondda Amateur Radio Society is holding a cheese and pickle evening. More information from Helene, MW6HLG, on 07900 252 524.

On Thursday North Wales Radio Society is having a general meeting. Contact Liz Cabban, GW0ETU, on 0776 019 0355.
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