GB2RS NEWS

Sunday 25th November 2018

The news headlines:

· Share your love of radio
· Black Friday book sale ends Monday
· UKFM Group seeks opinions
Do you have friends or family members who are interested in getting into our amazing and varied hobby? Why not encourage them to book onto one of the RSGB’s brand-new workshops, An Introduction to Amateur Radio? Running in association with Bletchley Park, the workshops will take place at the RSGB’s National Radio Centre on the weekend of 15 and 16 December. They are open to anyone aged 17 and upwards. Full details, including booking information and prices, can be found at tinyurl.com/ya7exjva
The RSGB Shop is having a Black Friday sale between now and the end of Monday, the 26th of November. Members, and non- Members alike, will find great bargains on a large number of books. Check out www.rsgbshop.org for full details.
The UKFM Group (Western) repeater group is conducting an online survey about the Stoke-on-Trent 2m repeater, GB3VT, and its mode, which changed to D-Star from FM some years ago. The results of the survey will provide insight into whether changing the repeater’s mode should be considered. The survey is open until the end of New Year’s Eve. Please visit www.ukfmgw.co.uk for more information and a link to the survey.
Reg, G8VHI is still looking for a second reader for the GB2RS news reading at 8.30pm on Sundays. He starts a new work shift system in mid January and will not be able to broadcast every week. Please email radcom@rsgb.org and we will forward the details to Reg.

YOTA month is almost upon us. The first two clubs to activate the GB18YOTA callsign will be Aberkenfig Radio Club in Bridgend on the first of December and Sandringham School Amateur Radio Club, with help from Verulam ARC, on the 3rd. If you hear this station and others around the world taking part in YOTA month, please take the time to contact the young people.

Most of the 2017 RSGB Convention videos, which were on the Members’ area of the RSGB website, have now been released onto YouTube. Go to https://tinyurl.com/ybwm7fu6 to view all the videos available.

RSGB Members who have signed up to receive RSGB Membership communications should have received a free RSGB book shop discount voucher this week. If you would like to sign up for this and similar emails from the RSGB, go to www.rsgb.org/rsgbmailing 
And now for the details of rallies and events for the coming week 

Today, the 25th, the Bishop Auckland ARC rally takes place at Spennymoor Leisure Centre, 32 High Street, Spennymoor, Co Durham, DL16 6DB. This venue has good parking and access to a large ground floor hall. Doors open at 10.30am, 10.15am for disabled visitors. Admission is £2, accompanied under-14s free. There will be the usual radio, computer, electronics and bring and buy stalls as well as catering and bar facilities. Talk-in is on S22. Contact John, G4LRG, on 01388 606 396.
Next Saturday, the 1st of December, is the annual ML&S Hog Roast & Open Day at ML&S Ltd, Wessex House, Drake Ave, Staines TW18 2AP. Sponsored by Yaesu, Icom & Kenwood, the store will have its usual low prices, lecture streams and manufacturers on site. There will be bacon butties for the early birds and a succulent pig in a bun for lunch. Doors open 8am and close at 4pm. For details, see hamradio.co.uk/hogroast 

Also on the 1st of December is the South Lancashire ARC Winter Rally at Bickershaw Village Community Club, Bickershaw Lane, Bickershaw, Wigan WN2 5TE. Attractions include trade stands, a Bring & Buy, special interest groups, car parking, disabled facilities, catering and a licensed bar. Admission is £2.50 and the doors open at 9am. More from Jason, G0IZR on 01942 735 828.

To get your event into RadCom and GB2RS, please send details as early as possible to radcom@rsgb.org.uk – we need to know at least three to four months in advance to get your information into RadCom. 
And now the DX news from 425 DX News and other sources
Norman Stewart will be active in Colombia from the 30th of November to the 31st of December. Operation will be on the 80 to 10m bands as time and band conditions allow. He will use the callsign HK3/MM0BMG. Note that the numeric part of the HK3 callsign may vary depending on the region of operation within Colombia. QSL via eQSL or MM0BMG.

Cezar, VE3LYC and Adrian, KO8SCA will be active as TX0A from Maria Est Atoll, IOTA reference OC-113, and as TX0M from Morane Atoll, a new IOTA, OC-297, during the first half of December. DXCC wise, both these atolls count for French Polynesia. The tentative schedule is to operate from Morane on the 6th to the 10th of December and from Maria Est on the 12th to the 16th of December. Plans are to operate SSB and CW with two stations on the 40 to 10m bands. The logs will be uploaded to Club Log when the operators return home. QSL via Clublog’s OQRS or via VE3LYC direct or via the bureau.

DK7TF and DH6ICE will be active as 4S7DLG from Sri Lanka, AS-003, until the 6th of December. They will operate mainly SSB and FT8. QSL via Logbook of the World or via DK8ZZ, either direct or via the bureau.
Look for 4W/HL1AHS and 4W/DS3EXX from Timor Leste, OC-148, between the 26th of November and the 3rd of December. They will operate SSB, CW and FT8 on the 160 to 10m bands. QSL via Logbook of the World or direct to their home callsigns.
KN4EEI and AA7JV will be active as C6AGU from Water Cay in the Bahamas, NA-001, until the 3rd of December. They will operate CW and FT8 mainly on the 160, 80 and 40m bands. They plan to operate during the CQ Worldwide DX CW contest and the ARRL 160m contests.
Santa’s Radio Club will be active as OH9S between the 1st and the 8th December from Finnish Lapland, some 200km above the Arctic Circle. Activity will be mainly on the 80m to 6m bands on all modes, FT8 included. All QSOs will be confirmed automatically via the bureau and Logbook of the World; direct cards via ClubLog’s OQRS are preferred, or via OH9MM.
Now the special event news 
The Radio Club de Nice will be active as TM8AB between the 24th of November and the 12th of December to commemorate the 95th anniversary of the first trans-Atlantic amateur two-way contact between Leon Deloy, F8AB and Fred Schnell, 1MO, on the 28th of November 1923.
Please send event details to radcom@rsgb.org.uk, as early as possible, for free publicity on GB2RS, in RadCom and online. UK special event stations must be open to the public, so our free publicity can help make your efforts more widely known. 
Now the contest news
The big contest this month, CQ Worldwide DX CW, ends its 48 hour run at 2359UTC today, the 25th. Using all contest bands from 1.8 to 28MHz, the exchange is signal report and CQ Zone, which for the UK is 14.
On Tuesday the 27th, the SHF UK Activity contest runs from 1930 to 2230UTC. Using all modes on the 2.3 to 10GHz bands, the exchange is signal report, serial number and locator.

On Thursday the Autumn Series of contest runs from 2000 to 2130UTC. Using CW only on the 80m band, the exchange is signal report and serial number.

Starting on Friday at 2200UTC and ending on Sunday at 1600UTC, the ARRL 160m contest uses CW only. The exchange is just the signal report, although American and Canadian stations will also send their ARRL or RAC section number.

Next Sunday, the 2nd of December, the 144MHz Affiliated Societies contest runs from 1000 to 1600UTC. Using all modes on the 144MHz band, the exchange is signal report, serial number and locator.
The UK Six Metre Group’s Winter Marathon begins on Saturday the 1st of December and runs until the end of January. There are no specific operating periods. Just work as many Locator squares as you can, when you can, using any mode on the 50MHz band.

Now the radio propagation report, compiled by G0KYA, G3YLA and G4BAO on Friday the 23rd of November. 
Last week saw relatively quiet geomagnetic conditions, thanks to a reduction in coronal hole activity. The Kp index never got higher than three, and was usually between zero and two for most of the week. We had a solar flux index high of 72 and a low of 69, which is in keeping with this point in the solar cycle. Speaking of which, a new sunspot with a reversed magnetic signature was spotted on 17th November. As it was at a high solar latitude we can probably associate it with the upcoming Solar Cycle 25. Unfortunately it quickly faded, but the spot marked the second such region in the Sun’s northern hemisphere in as many weeks, suggesting we could be in the early throes of the new solar cycle. Don’t get too excited though, as sunspot minimum is still predicted as being somewhere between September 2019 and early 2020.

Other news was the appearance of Sporadic-E on 10 metres. This gave many UK amateurs some relatively short skip contacts into southern Europe on November the 10th. On the 19th we also saw a short-lived F2-layer opening on 10 metres around lunchtime, which just goes to show it pays to watch the bands, and/or the near real-time graphs at Propquest.co.uk

Next week NOAA has the solar flux index around 68 with generally quiet geomagnetic conditions until Saturday the first, when the K index is predicted to rise to four or more. Therefore conditions for this weekend’s CQ Worldwide CW contest could be quite reasonable, at least on the bands up to and including 20 metres, with occasional higher band openings.

And now the VHF and up propagation news.

It’s looking a bit like a flat week for most VHF propagation modes, with high pressure parked to the north of Shetland. This leaves just a hint of Tropo, but confined to the far north across to Scandinavia. The rest of the country is under an easterly flow with a bit too much wind to allow any significant temperature inversions to develop.

The next changes will come as a large area of low pressure moves in from the Atlantic by mid-week, which will bring unsettled weather and remove any chance of Tropo, although it may introduce a possibility of some rain scatter on the microwave bands. Other options might include some aurora if we’re lucky and perhaps even some out-of-season Sporadic-E, like we saw on 10 metres on November the 10th with an opening to Corsica and southern France.

There is no meteor shower activity this week, but the December Geminids shower is not too far away!

With maximum declination today, the Moon is up for nearly 12 hours early this week, and with Monday’s perigee, path losses are at their lowest meaning it is a good week for EME.

And that’s all from the propagation team this week.

Next, the Local News.

Please note that details of all RSGB-affiliated clubs and societies can be found on the RSGB website, including email addresses and website links where known.

[Note to Newsreaders: Please read the local news items appropriate to the service area of your transmission.]
NEWS FOR THE MIDLANDS
As from this Sunday, the 18th, at 1830UTC, Eddie, G0VVT will be reading GB2RS News on slot 2 talk group 9 via GB7ST, the DMR repeater in Stoke on Trent. At the same time, he will read the news on 433.525MHz and GB3SX, the 6m repeater in Stoke on Trent. Thanks go to Eddie and all the other news readers who give freely of their time to serve their fellow radio amateurs. 

Now news from clubs that have several events this week. Gloucester Amateur Radio & Electronics Society has informal activities and a workshop on Monday with Brian, G4CIB, making a 2m 3 element portable Yagi. There’s a club net on Wednesday from 7.30pm on 145.475MHz FM, and another on Thursday from 7.30pm on 145.475MHz FM, which usually moves to 80m SSB. Friday sees a club net from 7.30pm on 432.220MHz SSB. Contact Anne, 2E1GKY, on 01242 699 595, daytime.

Leicester Radio Society has a Morse class on Monday and the RSGB Convention video of the K3LR super station. On Thursday the Foundation course continues. Details from Sandra, G0MCV, on 0793 027 4044.

Nunsfield House Amateur Radio Group has a shack night on Monday. Tuesday sees the club net, from 8pm on 145.325MHz and on Friday there’s a screening of TX Factor. Contact Paul, G1SGZ, via email to pr@nharg.org.uk.

RAF Waddington Amateur Radio Club has its net on Monday from 8pm on 145.325MHz. On Friday there’s a club night. Contact Bob, G3VCA on 0797 116 6250.

South Birmingham Radio Society is sorting rally stock on Monday and has its regular coffee morning in the shack on Tuesday. On Friday, arrangements are being made for the Christmas party. More from Gemma, M6GKG by email to gemmagordon.m6gkg@gmail.com.

Rugby ATS is taking part in the UK Activity Contest on Tuesday alongside CW practice, training and projects. Next Saturday sees a discussion on members’ experiments, and there’s a hut maintenance and management committee meeting next Sunday. Contact Steve, G8LYB, on 01788 578 940.

On Monday Sutton Coldfield Amateur Radio Society has an open net on 145.250MHz from 7.30pm. Tuesday sees a DMR open net on GB7FW slot/local 2 from 7.30pm. Details from Robert, via email to rob2e0zap@gmail.com.

Salop Amateur Radio Society has a CW net on Tuesday from 4.30pm on 144.070MHz. Wednesday sees a club net from 8.30pm on GB3LH. On Thursday there’s a presentation on RAYNET by Eric Howells, G0GAL, from 8pm. Enquiries to Eamonn, M0MEB, via email to salopamateurradio@gmail.com.

Wythall Radio Club is visiting Martyn Lynch and Sons next Saturday for the Hog Roast open day. Next Sunday sees the club net from 8pm on 145.225 or GB3WL. More information from Chris, G0EYO, on 0771 041 2819.

Now we return to the traditional listing in date order. On Monday Stratford upon Avon & District Radio Society has a talk on the Secret Listeners by John, G1AWJ. Contact Clive, G0CHO, on 01608 664 488.

On Tuesday Loughborough & District Amateur Radio Club is taking a look at the shack of Phil, G4DCI. More information from Chris, G1ETZ, on 01509 504 319.

On Tuesday Malvern Hills RAC is having an informal evening. Contact Dave, G4IDF, on 01905 351 568.

Mid-Warwickshire Amateur Radio Society is having a video afternoon on Tuesday. Email midwarwicks@gmail.com for details.

On Wednesday Lincoln Short-Wave Club has a formal meeting in the shack from 7.30pm. For more information contact Pam Rose, G4STO, on 01427 788 356.

On Wednesday Midland Amateur Radio Society has training classes and is making plans for the Christmas party. Details from Norman, G8BHE, on 0780 807 8003.

On Wednesday Telford & District Amateur Radio Society is introducing YouTube videos on amateur radio. More information from John Humphreys, M0JZH, on 0782 473 7716.

On Thursday Kettering & District Amateur Radio Society has its net from 7pm on 145.300MHz FM. Contact Ed O’Neill, M0TZX, via email to M0TZX@yahoo.com.

On Thursday Solihull Amateur Radio Society has its net from 8pm on 145.450MHz. Details from Roger Hancock, G4BBT, on 0121 743 7277.

On Friday Bromsgrove & District ARC is having a club night. Contact John, G4OJS, on 0788 9678 303.

On Friday Coventry Amateur Radio Society has an open net on 145.375MHz instead of a meeting. More information from John, G8SEQ, on 0795 877 7363.

Next Sunday Burton Amateur Radio Club has its net on 145.575MHz from 10am. Contact Rob, G6EIH, on 0781 214 6333.

NEWS FOR THE NORTH OF ENGLAND

Bishop Auckland Radio Amateur Club holds its rally at Spennymoor Leisure Centre from 10.30am  today. Admission is £2. On Thursday there’s a club night with training. Contact Gail, M3GBB, on 0191 372 0473. 

Oldham Radio Club has a club D-Star net – REF 14B from 9.30am today. Wednesday sees the club 2m FM net from 8pm and on Thursday there’s a construction group night. Next Sunday sees the C4FM net, FCS004-55, from 9.30am. Contact Mike, M1CVL, on 0740 276 3203.

Denby Dale Radio Club has its net via GB3HD from 10.30am today and next Sunday. Contact Darran, G0BWB, on 0797 442 3227.

Halifax & District Amateur Radio Society has a club meeting and will be on the air on Tuesday. Wednesday sees an open net on GB3HD from 7.30pm and on Thursday there’s a joint net with RAFARS on 145.350MHz from 7pm. Details from Martin, M0GQB, on 01422 341 317.

Stockport Radio Society has a Skills Night on Tuesday. Thursday sees a net on 145.375MHz FM from 7.30pm. Contact Heather Stanley, M6HNS, on 0750 690 4422.

Wirral Amateur Radio Society is having a natter night and Intermediate training on Tuesday. On Wednesday G3NWR is on the air from 7pm and on Thursday there’s the G3NWR ATV night, with talkback on 144.750MHz. Details from Bill, G4YWD, on 0780 488 4245. 

York Radio Club has its club net on Wednesday from 8pm on 145.450MHz and on Thursday there’s a club night from 8pm. Next Sunday sees a breakfast meeting from 10am. For details, see www.yorkradioclub.uk.

Now we return to the traditional listing in date order. On Monday Angel of the North Amateur Radio Club has training classes and is on the air. Contact Nancy Bone, G7UUR, on 0799 076 0920.

On Monday Bolton Wireless Club is having a show and tell evening. Email boltonwireless@gmail.com for info.

On Monday Macclesfield & District Radio Society is having a construction night. For details, email info@gx4mws.com.

On Monday Sheffield Amateur Radio Club is having a club night. Contact David, G6DCT, via email to littlewood20@btinternet.com.

On Monday Thornton Cleveleys Amateur Radio Society is having an FT8 workshop with Dave, G8KBH and Ted, G3WBB. Details from John, G4FRK, on 01253 862 810.

On Tuesday Chester & District Radio Society is having a talk on electrically small antennas by Brian Austin, G0GSF. Contact Bruce Sutherland, M0CVP, on 01244 343 825.

On Wednesday Blyth Radio Club has a club night & Morse class. Contact John, 2E0DCV, on 0191 237 1729.

On Wednesday Durham and District Amateur Radio Society is having a club night from 6.30pm. Contact Michael, G7TWX, on 0782 692 4192.

On Wednesday Hambleton Amateur Radio Society is having a talk on Morse keys past and present. Details from John Earland, M6BHP, on 0798 000 3293.

On Wednesday Hornsea Amateur Radio Club has its AGM. Details from Gordon, G3WOV, on 01377 240 573.

On Wednesday Sheffield & District Wireless Society is holding a training and social evening. Details from Krystyna, 2E0KSH, on 0788 406 5375.

On Thursday Keighley Amateur Radio Society is having a natter night. Contact Geoff Priestley, G7JZM, on 0777 489 1641.

On Thursday Ripon & District Amateur Radio Society is having a club night. More information from David Cutter, G3UNA, on 01423 860 778.

On Thursday South Manchester Radio and Computer Club is having a talk on building a 47GHz transverter by Dave, G4MVU. Details from Ron, G3SVW, on 01619 693 999.

On Thursday Spen Valley Amateur Radio Society is having a curry night. Details from Russell, G0FOI, on 01274 875 038.

On Friday East Cleveland Amateur Radio Club meets to see what bargains came from the Spennymoor Rally. For more information contact Alistair, G4OLK, on 01642 475 671.

On Friday Hartlepool Amateur Radio Club is launching the club project. Contact Stan, G7VGM, via email to stan.g7vgm@gmail.com.

On Friday Tynemouth Amateur Radio Club is having a club night. For details, email mail@g0nwm.com.

NEWS FOR NORTHERN IRELAND

On Wednesday West Tyrone Amateur Radio Club is having an activity night. More information from Philip, MI0MSO, on 0784 902 5760, or email info@wtarc.org.uk.

NEWS FOR SCOTLAND

Stirling & District Amateur Radio Society has a club meeting from 10am today. Thursday sees a club meeting from 7pm. Contact Jess, MM3RCR, via email to secretary@gm6nx.com.

On Tuesday Dundee Amateur Radio Club continues the Foundation course alongside a club night. Details from Martin, 2M0KAU, on 0776 370 8933.

On Tuesday Kilmarnock & Loudoun Amateur Radio Club has a club meeting. More information from Len Paget, GM0ONX, via email to klarcinfo@gmail.com.

On Wednesday Inverness & District Amateur Radio Society is having a club night with speaker from 7.30pm. Contact John, GM0OTI, on 01463 791 444. 

On Wednesday Lothians Radio Society is having a club night. Contact Mike Burgess, MM0MLB, via email to secretary@lothiansradiosociety.com.

West of Scotland Amateur Radio Society has a meeting of the Solder Group on Wednesday. On Friday it’s the Construction Competition with GM0KTO from 8pm. For details, see www.wosars.org.uk.

On Thursday Aberdeen Amateur Radio Society is having a construction and on the air evening. Contact Fred Gordon, GM3ALZ, on 01975 651 365.

On Friday Mid Lanarkshire Amateur Radio Society is having a club night and tuition. More information from Joseph, 2M0JHY, via email to mlarsclub@gmail.com.

On Saturday Ayr Amateur Radio Group is holding its Christmas dinner. Contact Derek, MM0OVD, on 0744 793 1941.

NEWS FOR THE SOUTH EAST and EAST ANGLIA

We start with clubs that have several events this week. Surrey Radio Contact Club has a net today and next Sunday on 1905kHz at 9.30am. On Thursday there’s a net on 70.300MHz from 8pm, and Friday sees another net on 145.350MHz, also at 8pm. Enquiries to John, G3MCX, on 020 8688 3322.

Radio Society of Harrow has a net today and next Sunday at noon on 1938kHz LSB. On Monday there’s a net from 8.15pm, mostly on 145.350MHz FM. Next Sunday the shack is open from 10am. Details from Linda, G7RJL via email to lcasey100@outlook.com.

Essex Ham has its club net on GB3DA from 8pm on Monday, with chatroom and audio feed at www.essexham.net. Next Saturday sees the Essex YL Net on GB3DA from 8pm. The next Online Foundation Course starts next Sunday. Contact Pete, M0PSX, via email to news@essexham.co.uk.

Fort Purbrook Amateur Radio Club has an open net on Monday from 8pm on 145.275MHz. Friday sees a club meeting in room FP-1. Details from Chris, G3WIE, via email to g3wie@fparc.org.uk.

Bromley & District Amateur Radio Society holds its club meal on Tuesday. Wednesday sees the club net, starting on 145.500MHz at 9pm. Contact Andy, G4WGZ, on 01689 878 089.

Colchester Radio Amateurs has a net on Tuesday from 7pm on 433.425MHz, moving to 1.925MHz at 7.45pm. On Wednesday there’s a net from 7pm on 145.350MHz and Thursday sees a net from 7pm on 3.685MHz LSB. Next Sunday there’s a net from 7pm on 50.225MHz LSB. Contact Garry, M0MGP, on 0774 031 8521.

Now we return to the traditional listing in date order. On Monday Felixstowe & District Amateur Radio Society is holding a junk sale. More information from Paul, G4YQC, by email to pjw@btinternet.com.

On Monday Hog's Back Amateur Radio Club is holding a surplus equipment auction. More information from Ray, G4LUA, on 0118 981 4174.

On Monday Lowestoft District & Pye Amateur Radio Club is having an informal and operating evening. For details, email secretary@ldparc.co.uk.

On Monday Milton Keynes Amateur Radio Society is having a shack night operating GB2BP. Contact Phil Gould, G4FVZ, on 0780 263 6998.

On Tuesday Chippenham & District Amateur Radio Club meets from 7.30pm. GB1WWI will be on the air until the end of November to commemorate the ending of World War 1. For details, email secretary@g3vre.org.uk.

On Tuesday Braintree & District Amateur Radio Society is holding a surplus equipment and junk sale. More information from Edwin, G0LPO, on 01376 324 031.

On Tuesday Dorking & District Radio Society is holding its AGM and watching an RSGB Film. Contact David Browning, M6DJB, via email to djb.abraxas@btinternet.com.

On Tuesday Hammersmith Amateur Radio Society has its net on 144.700MHz FM from 8pm. Contact Selim, M0XTA, via email to M0XHS@outlook.com.

On Tuesday North Kent Radio Society is holding its early Christmas curry night. Details from Stephen Osborn, G8JZT, on 0798 575 3370.

On Wednesday Bracknell Amateur Radio Club has an open net from 8pm on 145.375MHz. Contact David, M0XDF, via email to M0XDF@alphadene.co.uk.

On Wednesday Crystal Palace Radio and Electronics Club has its net from 8pm on 145.525MHz (S21) ± QRM. Contact Bob, G3OOU, on 01737 552 170.

On Wednesday Darenth Valley Radio Society Radio is on the air and having a natter night. Details from Mike, G8AXA, on 0788 415 7776.

On Wednesday Farnborough & District Radio Society is holding its AGM. Contact Mel, M0JMR, via email to sec@farnboroughradio.org.uk.

On Wednesday Hastings Electronics and Radio Club is having a DVD show by Tony Lunn, G0EYE, from 7.30pm at the Taplin Centre. For details, see www.herc-hastings.org.uk.

On Wednesday Newbury & District Amateur Radio Society is having a talk by Michael, G0POT on everything you wanted to know about Maxwell's Equations but were afraid to ask. More information from Rob, G4LMW, on 0797 088 5614.

On Wednesday Norfolk Amateur Radio Club is having an informal evening plus Bright Sparks. Contact Chris Danby, G0DWV, on 01603 898 308.

On Wednesday Southdown Amateur Radio Society has an FM net on 145.275MHz from 8.30am; a cafe meeting at 12.30; and a CW net from 7pm on 144.060MHz. Contact Tom, M6ONX, via email to secretary@sars.club.

On Thursday Loughton & Epping Forest Amateur Radio Society has its net from 8pm on 144.725MHz. Details from Dave De La Haye, M0MBD, on 0798 016 5172.

On Thursday Shefford & District ARS is watching a video. Contact David, G8UOD on 01234 742 757.

On Friday Mid Sussex Amateur Radio Society is holding a movie night. Details from Peter, G4AKG, on 01444 239 371.

On Friday Silverthorn Radio Club has a club night from 7.30pm. Contact Robbie, M0HVC, on 0742 913 1105.

On Friday Whitton Amateur Radio Group is having a club night and on the air evening from 8pm. Contact Ian, G0OFN, on 0795 620 3495.

On Saturday Bredhurst Receiving & Transmitting Society is holding a coffee morning. Details form Nicky, via email to secretary@brats-qth.org.

On Saturday Hilderstone Radio Society is running a YOTA special event station and youth events at Wellesley House School. Details from Ian, 2E0DUE, via email to secretary@g0hrs.org.

NEWS FOR THE SOUTH WEST

[Note to Newsreaders: Please ensure you include the first item about the Licence for Life, which we are rotating around the Regions over a period of weeks.].

Please note, although the current UK amateur radio licence is known as a ‘licence for life’, all radio amateurs are required to revalidate their licence at least every five years. This means every licence holder must contact Ofcom to confirm or update the details on the licence database. The quickest way to revalidate is simply to access the licensing system and confirm or re-confirm your details online via the Ofcom website, or by email to spectrum.licensing@ofcom.org.uk. Links to the Ofcom website as well as a helpful article about the Licensing Portal, Registration and Revalidation can be found on the RSGB website at tinyurl.com/GB2RS-0930A.

On Monday Weston Super Mare Radio Society is holding a construction, Morse tuition and operating night. Contact Martin Jones, G7UWI, on 01934 613 094.

On Thursday Poole Radio Society has an activity night and Intermediate training from 7.30pm. For details, email secretary@g4prs.org.uk.

On Thursday South Bristol Amateur Radio Club will have a demonstration of SSTV by Andy, G7KNA and Mark, M0SKV. Contact Andy Jenner, G7KNA, on 0783 869 5471.

On Friday North Bristol Amateur Radio Club is having a relax, chat and operating evening. Details from Mat, G7FBD, via email to g7fbd@gb3bs.com.

On Friday Torbay Amateur Radio Society is having a talk on Totnes Image Bank. Contact John, via email to G4VUD@tars.org.uk.

NEWS FOR WALES

On Monday Llanelli Amateur Radio Society is having a junk sale and is on the air. Contact Steve Williams, MW6CCG, on 0787 849 4337.

On Monday Marches Amateur Radio Society runs the North East Wales net from 9pm on 145.425MHz. For details, email steven.bobby20@yahoo.co.uk.

On Monday Wireless in Wales Amateur Radio Club is on the air on HF. Contact Hugh, GW0WWQ, via email to mc0wiw@gmail.com.

Aberystwyth & District Amateur Radio Society has nets on Thursday and Saturday, beginning on 145.500MHz. Details from Ray, GW7AGG, o 01970 611 853.

On Saturday Blackwood and District Amateur Radio Society commences its Pixie challenge. Contact Rob Evans, MW0CVT, on 0797 471 7152.
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