GB2RS NEWS

Sunday 28th January 2018

The news headlines:

· Prepare for Thinking Day on the Air
· Two Chinese amateur CubeSats launched
· New RSGB EMC Committee Chair sought 
Thinking Day on the Air 2018 will take place over the weekend of the 17th and 18th of February. A list of known stations is displayed on the Station List page of the website www.guides-on-the-air.co.uk There is a form on the page for stations to submit their details to be added to the list, and a Yahoo group for exchanging details or arranging skeds. Currently, as well as UK stations, Guides and Scouts are taking part from Canada, USA, and the Netherlands. Please send in station details via the website or to lizowl@gmail.com

On Friday the 19th of January two satellites carrying amateur radio payloads were launched. Both were developed by amateur students in Hunan province, China. The satellites, QuanTuTong-1 and Xiaoxiang-2, are 6U CubeSats. They will operate in the 435, 2400, 5650 and 5830MHz Amateur-Satellite Service bands. 5650MHz is used for uplinks and 5830MHz for downlinks. Currently only the 435MHz band telemetry beacons are known to be activated. A further three TY satellites using 5GHz are expected to be launched later in the year. Further details are at tinyurl.com/GB2RS-0128A
[Note to Newsreaders: the original, full URL is https://amsat-uk.org/2018/01/17/zhou-enlai-student-satellite/]
John Rogers, M0JAV is stepping down as Chair of the RSGB EMC Committee after seven years’ invaluable service. The EMC Committee helps and advises members who have EMC problems, lobbies regulators and guides standards to protect the spectrum. It also investigates emerging EMC threats and updates members on these and other EMC matters. The RSGB is are looking for a volunteer, who must be an RSGB member, to fill the vacancy for an initial period of up to three years. To find out more about the role, or to apply, please send details of your amateur radio experience to RSGB Board Director Philip Willis, M0PHI via email to m0phi@rsgb.org.uk

Two more lectures from the RSGB 2017 Convention are being published on the RSGB website. Already online is the talk by James Patterson, M1DST, on M1N-the-Middle, a Flexible Hardware Control Add-On For Your K3. On Wednesday, 31 January this will be followed by Antenna Selection For The 6G DXpeditions by Mike Chamberlain, G3WPH. Both of these excellent presentations will be available in the Convention lectures section of our online video portal, www.rsgb.org/video.
The RSGB Board has agreed to a Youth Committee proposal to send a UK team to YOTA 2018, which will be held in South Africa. Further details, including how to apply, will be available in due course.

Newton Le Willows Radio Club in St Helens, Merseyside is hosting an RSGB Train the Trainers from 9am to 5pm on Saturday the 3rd of March. To book a place contact Lee, M0LGL via email to m0lgl@nlwarc.co.uk

Have you seen the RSGB’s live news page? It brings together its main news feed as well as its regular updates on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube in one easy-to-find place. You don’t need a social media account to see it, so take a look at www.rsgb.org/live for more information.
Cubetto is a friendly wooden robot that can teach children the basics of computer programming through adventure and hands-on play. On the 18th of February the National Museum of Computing at Bletchley Park will host its second Cubetto event. Under parental supervision, it will explain and explore new modules, blocks, and activities that four to seven-year-olds can undertake, to increase their early years knowledge of basic coding. Whilst the activity itself is free, you will need an entry ticket to the National Museum of Computing. For details, see tinyurl.com/GB2RS-0128B 
[Note to Newsreaders: the original, full URL is https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/cubetto-whats-next-tickets-41697128233]
And now for the details of rallies and events for the coming week 
On the 27th of January the Horncastle Radio Rally will take place at Banovallum School, Mareham Road Entrance LN9 6DA. Entry will be £2. The venue is indoors, on one level, with all the usual attractions including bacon butties. There is free car parking on site. Details from Tony, G3ZPU, on 01507 527 835. 
The Canvey Radio Rally takes place on the 4th of February at Paddocks Community Centre, Long Road, Canvey Island, Essex SS80JA. Doors open at 10.30am and admittance is £3. There will be trade stands, RSGB bookstall and special interest groups. Catering is available on site. For more details contact Vic Rogers, G6BHE, on 0795 746 1694.

To get your rally or event information into future editions of GB2RS News, in RadCom and on the RSGB website, please email details to radcom@rsgb.org.uk. Please do not just assume we know about your event. 
And now the DX news compiled from 425 DX News and other sources

Johannes, PA5X and Gerben, PG5M are going to activate Ibu Island, of the Cabo Delgado District group, IOTA reference AF-061 from the 28th of January until the 5th of February as C8X and C81G. Operations will be on 80 to 10m, including 60m, on CW, SSB, and FT8. QSL for C81G via PG5M or ClubLog, C8X via PA5X.

Jean-Pierre, F6ITD is going to sign as FG/F6ITD and TO7D from the 29th of January to the 15th of March from Guadeloupe, NA-102. He plans to operate with a focus on the low bands on SSB and FT8. QSL via LoTW, ClubLog OQRS or direct.

Rick, NE8Z will be active from Ecuador from the 20th of January to the 10th of February. He will operate CW and SSB on 40 to 6m as HC1MD from Tumbaco, Pichincha Province; as HC1MD/HC2 from Punta Blanca, Santa Elena Province; and as HC1MD/HC7 from Papallacta, Napo Province. QSL via LoTW, or direct to K8LJG.

Hermann, HB9CRV will be active CU8FN from Flores Island, EU-089, from 22 January to 16 February. He will operate FT8 on 160-10 metres. Hermann and Antonio, CU8AS will participate in the CQ WW 160 Meter CW Contest as CR2W. QSL for CR2W and CU8FN via LoTW, or via HB9CRV, direct or bureau.
Emmanuel, F5LIT will be active as YB9/F5LIT from Bali, OC-022 from the 30th of January to the 10thof February. Operations will be on 20 and 15m SSB. QSL via F5LIT, LoTW.
Now the special event news 
The fifth and final Robin Hood VHF Award activity in January will take place on Sunday the 28th of January, with MX0YHA located in North Yorkshire, SD94 and MX0PHX located in Charnwood Forest, Leicestershire, SK41. Activities will be on 2m FM between 10.30am and 4pm. Further Robin Hood Award special activities are planned for late February. More information at www.robinhoodradio.uk.
Simone, IS0AFM is using special callsign IR0FOC from Cagliari, Sardinia throughout 2018 to celebrate the 80th anniversary of the First Class CW Operators' Club. QSL via LoTW or direct to IS0AFM.
II4HRZwill be on the air in February celebrating the work of Heinrich Rudolf Hertz. Throughout 2018, twelve commemorative radio stations with special callsigns will operate in turn throughout the year, each celebrating a specific scientist. Further details and award regulations at official website www.arifidenza.it

On Thursday 1 February Welland Valley Amateur Radio Society commences its month-long operation of GB1FWW from Main Street, Great Bowden. For more information contact Peter D Rivers, G4XEX, on 01858 432 105.

Now the contest news

The CQ WW 160m DX Contest ends it 48 hour run at 2200UTC on the 28th. Using CW only on the 1.8MHz band, the exchange is signal report and CQ Zone, with US stations sending their State and Canadian stations sending their Province. Remember that D-Region absorption will render the band pretty much useless during daylight hours.
The BARTG RTTY Sprint ends its run at 1200UTC on the 28th. Using the 3.5 to 28MHz bands, the exchange is serial number.
On Wednesday the 31st the UKEICC 80m contest takes place from 2000UTC to 2100UTC. Using CW only on the 3.5MHz band, the exchange is your 4-character locator.
Next Sunday, the 4th of February, the 432MHz AFS contest takes place from 0900UTC to 1300UTC. Using all modes on the 432MHz band, the exchange is signal report, serial number and locator. 
Now the radio propagation report, compiled by G0KYA, G3YLA and G4BAO on Friday 26th January. 

News last week that the Republic of Kosovo (Z6) has been added to the DXCC list of current entities meant that QSOs with the new prefix were in demand. With Z60A on the air from Pristina until February 4th, there has been a sudden interest in propagation paths to the country! VOACAP Online shows that Z60A should be a fairly easy catch from the UK propagation-wise, although the massive pile-ups are causing problems. At around 2,000km from central UK, 30, 20 and 17 metres are the favourite bands to contact Z6 during daytime, with a 90-100% probability of a propagation path at times. This falls to 70-80% on 15 metres. At night, 80 and 40m come into their own, with again a more than 90% chance of a good path.These all depend upon having settled geomagnetic conditions, which were once again badly affected last week by the solar wind from a coronal hole on the Sun.

The K index rose to four on Wednesday evening, as a result of the Bz component of the interplanetary magnetic field (IMF) pointing south, enabling the solar wind to more easily couple with the Earth’s magnetic field. Next week NOAA forecasts that the solar flux index will be in the range 67-70 and we may expect more unsettled geomagnetic conditions on Sunday 28th. The rest of the week is predicted to be more settled.

At the moment, daytime maximum usable frequencies over a 3,000km path are most reliable on 20 metres, with occasional openings on 17 and 15 metres.

And now the VHF and up propagation news.

The windy weather of recent days caused the really poor Tropo conditions during last week’s SHF UK activity contest, but it is probably behind us for a while. A mild southwesterly flow from the Atlantic can sometimes provide enhanced Tropo conditions, especially if it is accompanied by a region of high pressure nearby, over the continent. This is a distinct possibility later this weekend as high pressure builds across France and into Germany. The slightly ‘lifted’ conditions, chiefly in the south, developing over this weekend will probably last until a cold front arrives on Monday night.  

The mid-week period sees low pressure to the east of Britain with a colder northerly flow and a return of flatter conditions, although there could be some rain scatter to the east over the North Sea on the microwave bands.

The last part of the week is split between high pressure building again over southern areas towards next weekend, and other models keeping the colder showery northerly option.

Random meteor rates are low this time of year and there are no showers due until the Lyrids shower at the end of April.

The Moon is approaching perigee and is its closest to Earth on Tuesday. Its declination reaches maximum on Monday, so there should be good EME conditions all this week. 

And that’s all from the propagation team this week.

Please note that details of all RSGB-affiliated clubs and societies can be found on the RSGB website, including email addresses and website links where known.

[Note to Newsreaders: Please read the local news items appropriate to the service area of your transmission.].

NEWS FOR THE MIDLANDS
We start with news from clubs that have several events this week. Wythall Radio Club has its net at 8pm today and next Sunday on 145.225MHz or GB3WL. On Tuesday there’s a Morse class then a talk on radio astronomy. Details from Chris, G0EYO, on 0771 041 2819.

On Monday Leicester Radio Society is holding its AGM. They also announce that they will commence a Foundation course on Thursday 1 March and subsequent Thursday evenings, culminating in an exam on Thursday the 12th of April. For more information, contact Sandra Morley, G0MCV, on 0793 027 4044. 

Coventry Amateur Radio Society has an open net on Monday from 8pm on 145.375MHz FM and / or 7.16MHz SSB ± QRM. Thursday sees an open net from 8pm on 50.175MHz SSB and on Friday it’s the construction competition. Contact John, G8SEQ, on 0795 877 7363.

Gloucester Amateur Radio & Electronics Society is having informal activities on Monday. On Thursday there’s a net on 145.475MHz from 7.30pm, often then moving to 80m SSB. Friday sees a net from 7.30pm on 432.220MHz USB. Contact Anne, 2E1GKY, on 01242 699 595, daytime.

Nunsfield House Amateur Radio Group is having a shack night and committee meeting on Monday. Thursday sees the club net from 8pm on 145.325MHz. The AGM is on Friday. For details contact Paul Gamble, G1SGZ, via email to pr@nharg.org.uk.

South Birmingham Radio Society is having a discussion on Monday on which rallies to visit this year. Tuesday sees the regular coffee morning from 11am. Thursday sees training classes with Dave Murphy, G8OWL and on Friday there’s a session sorting sock for Wythall Rally. Contact Gemma, M6GKG, by email to gemmagordon.m6gkg@gmail.com.

Burton ARC is having a coffee morning on Tuesday at Dunelms Café. Wednesday sees a shack night and on Thursday it’s the club net from 7.30pm on 145.575MHz. Next Sunday sees a club net from 10am on 145.575MHz. Details from Mike Lewis, M0XMX, on 0785 068 5961.

Rugby ATS has radio operation and projects on Tuesday. On Saturday there’s a tutorial and discussion on EMC by Steve, G8LYB, plus the HF & VHF shack will be on the air alongside radio operation and projects. Next Sunday sees hut maintenance and a committee meeting. Contact Steve, G8LYB, on 0178 857 8940.

Worksop Amateur Radio Society is having a club night on Tuesday. On Thursday there’s a technical night. Details on 0789 062 6684.

South Kesteven Amateur Radio Society has its net on GB3GR from 8pm on Wednesday. Friday sees a club meeting and part 1 of an introduction to the Raspberry PI and Arduino. Contact Andrew, M0NRD, on 0796 906 2859.

Now we return to the traditional listing in date order. On Monday Stratford upon Avon & District Radio Society has its net on 145.275MHz FM from 8pm. Contact Clive, G0CHO, on 01608 664 488.

On Monday Sutton Coldfield Amateur Radio Society has an open net on 145.250MHz from 7.30pm. Details from Robert Bird, via email to rob2e0zap@gmail.com.

On Tuesday Loughborough & District Amateur Radio Club is having a practical evening. More information from Chris, G1ETZ, on 01509 504 319.

On Wednesday Malvern Hills RAC has its net on 145.350MHz FM from 8pm. Contact Dave, G4IDF, on 01905 351 568.

On Wednesday Midland Amateur Radio Society Club is holding training classes plus an equipment sell or update session. Details from Norman, G8BHE, on 0780 807 8003.

On Wednesday Telford & District Amateur Radio Society is having a series of ten-minute talks. Details from John Humphreys, M0JZH, on 07824 737 716.

On Thursday Kettering & District Amateur Radio Society has its net from 7pm on 145.300MHz FM. More information from Ed O’Neill, via email to M0TZX@yahoo.com.

On Thursday Salop Amateur Radio Society is having a natter night and committee meeting. For details, email. For details, email salopamateurradio@gmail.com.

On Thursday Solihull Amateur Radio Society has its net from 8pm on 145.450MHz. Contact Roger Hancock, G4BBT, on 0121 743 7277.

On Thursday Welland Valley Amateur Radio Society commences its month-long operation of GB1FWW from Main Street, Great Bowden. For more information contact Peter D Rivers, G4XEX, on 01858 432 105.

On Friday Bromsgrove & District Amateur Radio Club is having a club night. Details from John, G4OJS, on 0788 9678 303.

On Friday Spalding & District Amateur Radio Society is having a club night. More information from Graham Boor, G8NWC, on 0775 461 9701.

NEWS FOR THE NORTH OF ENGLAND
We start with news that Keighley RAYNET Group, are giving radio communications for the LDWA Rombald Stride Winter Challenge, which takes place on the 3rd of February. It’s a 23 mile challenge, starting and finishing in Guiseley. 

Now for clubs that have several events this week. Denby Dale Radio Club has its net via GB3HD from 10.30am today. Wednesday sees a real ale night from 8pm at the Magic Rock Tap, Willow Park Business Centre HD1 5EB. Details from Darran, G0BWB, on 0797 442 3227. 

Halifax & District Amateur Radio Society is having a training and digimodes meeting on Tuesday. Wednesday sees an open net on GB3HD from 7.30pm and on Thursday there’s a joint net with RAFARS on 145.350MHz from 7pm. Details from Martin, M0GQB, on 01422 341 317.

Hartlepool Amateur Radio Club has its net on Wednesday on 145.575MHz. Friday sees a club night. Contact Anthony Elliott, M0VED, on 0792 699 8014.

Stockport Radio Society has its net on Wednesday from 7.30pm on 145.375MHz FM. Friday sees a net from 2pm on 433.525MHz FM. Details from Heather Stanley, M6HNS, on 07506 904 422.

Now we return to the traditional listing in date order. On Monday Angel of the North Amateur Radio Club is on the air. Contact Nancy Bone, G7UUR, on 01914 770 036.

On Monday Macclesfield & District Radio Society is having a maintenance night. For details, email info@gx4mws.com.

On Monday Sheffield Amateur Radio Club is having a technical and practical hands on evening. Contact David, G6DCT, via email to littlewood20@btinternet.com.

On Monday Thornton Cleveleys Amateur Radio Society is having a talk on Fusion and DMR by Steve, G4NVF and Graham, 2E0SGS. Details from John E Rodway, G4FRK, on 01253 862 810.

On Tuesday Chester & District Radio Society is having talks on construction competition entries. Contact Bruce Sutherland, M0CVP, on 01244 343 825.

On Wednesday Blyth Radio Club is having a club night. Details from John, 2E0DCV, on 0191 237 1729.

On Wednesday Mid-Cheshire Amateur Radio Society is planning for Norbreck. More information from Peter Paul Fox, G8HAV, on 0791 931 5547.

On Wednesday Sheffield & District Wireless Society is having a meal out. Contact Krystyna, 2E0KSH, on 0788 406 5375.

On Thursday Hull & District Amateur Radio Society is having a club night and is on the air. Contact Tony, G0WJK, on 01430 423 837.

On Thursday Keighley Amateur Radio Society is meeting in The Old Sun Inn Haworth at 7pm. Details from Geoff Priestley, G7JZM, on 0777 489 1641.

On Thursday South Manchester Radio and Computer Club is having a shack night. Details from Ron, G3SVW, on 01619 693 999.

On Thursday Spen Valley Amateur Radio Society is looking at the QCX transceiver project. Details from Russell, G0FOI, on 01274 875 038.

On Friday Tynemouth Amateur Radio Club is looking at Fusion & D-Star digital communications. For details, see www.G0NWM.com.

NEWS FOR NORTHERN IRELAND

No news items have been received for Northern Ireland this week.

NEWS FOR SCOTLAND

On Tuesday Dundee Amateur Radio Club is having a talk. Contact Martin, 2M0KAU, on 0776 370 8933.

On Wednesday Glenrothes & DRC is watching the latest TX factor episode. More details from Dougie, MM6KNR, via email to dougie@digitalmaker.co.uk.

On Wednesday Perth & District Amateur Radio Group is having a normal club night, and all are welcome. More information from Ron Stratton, via email to mm3ygi@gmail.com.

On Thursday Aberdeen Amateur Radio Society junk sale. Contact Fred Gordon, GM3ALZ, on 01975 651 365.

On Thursday Wigtownshire Amateur Radio Club is having a club night. Details from Lance, 2M0HEO, via email to lancedavisedmonds@gmail.com.

On Friday Cockenzie & Port Seton Amateur Radio Club is having a club night. More information from Bob, GM4UYZ, on 01875 811 723.

On Friday West of Scotland Amateur Radio Society is having a club night chaired by Jack, GM4COX. For details, see www.wosars.org.uk.

NEWS FOR THE SOUTH EAST and EAST ANGLIA

We start with news that Worthing And District Amateur Radio Club has permanently changed their venue to Lions Hall, 21 Roberts Road, Lancing BN15 8AR. Contact Al, M0OAL, via email to information@wadarc.org.uk.

Now for clubs that have several events this week. Hastings Electronics and Radio Club has its net today and next Sunday on 144.575MHz from 11am. Details from Gordon, on 01424 431 909.

Radio Society of Harrow has its club net on 1938kHz LSB from 12 noon today. Monday sees a net on 145.500MHz or 145.350MHz FM from 8.15pm. On Friday there’s a club night and talk. Details from Linda, G7RJL, via email to lcasey100@outlook.com.
Surrey Radio Contact Club has a net on 1905kHz from 9.30am today and next Sunday. Monday sees a net on 145.350MHz from 8pm. On Thursday there’s a club net on 70.300MHz from 8pm and Friday sees a net on 145.350MHz from 8pm. Contact John, G3MCX, on 020 8688 3322.

Essex Ham has its net on GB3DA from 8pm on Monday, with chatroom and audio feed at www.essexham.net. Saturday sees the Essex YL Net on GB3DA from 8pm and on Sunday it’s the online Foundation course. Contact Pete, M0PSX, via email to news@essexham.co.uk.
Bromley & District Amateur Radio Society is having a club meal on Tuesday. Wednesday sees the club net, starting at 9pm on 145.500MHz. Contact Andy, G4WGZ, on 01689 878 089.

Crystal Palace Radio and Electronics Club has its net on Wednesday from 8pm on 145.525MHz ± QRM. Friday sees the AGM. Contact Bob, G3OOU, on 01737 552 170.

Loughton & Epping Forest Amateur Radio Society has its net on Thursday from 8pm on 144.725MHz. Friday sees a club meeting. Details from Dave De La Haye, M0MBD, on 0798 016 5172.

Now we return to the traditional listing in date order. On Monday Fort Purbrook Amateur Radio Club has an open net from 9pm on 144.275MHz. Contact Chris, G3WIE, via email to g3wie@fparc.org.uk.

On Monday Peterborough & District Amateur Radio Club has its net on 1.980MHz. Details from Alan Ralph, via email to secretary@padarc.co.uk.

On Wednesday Bracknell Amateur Radio Club has an open net from 8pm on 145.375MHz. Contact David, M0XDF, via email to M0XDF@alphadene.co.uk.

On Wednesday Norfolk Amateur Radio Club is having an informal evening plus Bright Sparks. Contact Chris Danby, G0DWV, on 01603 898 308.

On Wednesday Southdown Amateur Radio Society has its FM net on 145.275MHz at 8.30am, then a cafe meeting at 12.30pm. Contact John, G3DQY, on 01424 424 319.

On Thursday Bittern DX Group has a net starting on 145.500Mz from 7.30pm. Details from Peter, G6ZRV, on 01603 879 552.

On Thursday Bredhurst Receiving & Transmitting Society is having a club night. Contact Nicky, via email to secretary@brats-qth.org.

On Thursday Cray Valley Radio Society is having a natter night and a talk on the history of the transistor by Guy Roberts, G0UKN. Details from Dave Lee, G8ZZK, on 0773 954 9822.

On Thursday Dover Radio Club is considering which digital mode to use. More information from Aaron, 2E0FQR, on 0771 465 4267.

On Thursday Shefford & District Amateur Radio Society invites members to discuss their rig. Details from David, G8UOD on 01234 742 757.

On Thursday Thurrock Acorns Amateur Radio Club has an open net on 2m from 7.30pm. More information from Gordon, M0WJL, via email to acorns@taarc.co.uk.

On Friday Horndean & District Amateur Radio Club is having a natter night. Contact Stuart, G0FYX, on 02392 472 846.

On Friday Mid-Sussex Amateur Radio Society is having a Health and Safety talk by David Davis. More information from Peter, G4AKG, on 01444 239 371.

On Friday Thames Amateur Radio Group is having a talk by Fred, 2E0ICH on emergency First Aid, including using a defibrillator. Contact Patrick Higham, G8JLM, on 01621 855 461.

NEWS FOR THE SOUTH WEST

On Monday Mid-Somerset Amateur Radio Club is having a social afternoon. Contact David Edwards, G8BFV, on 01749 670 085.

On Monday Weston Super Mare Radio Society is having a construction, operating and natter night. Contact Martin Jones, G7UWI, on 01934 613 094.

On Thursday Newquay & District Amateur Radio Society is having a club night. More information from Terry, 2E0XTM, on 01841 540 142.

On Thursday Saltash & District Amateur Radio Club is holding a club meeting. Contact Mark Chanter, M0WMB, on 0781 054 8445.

Yeovil Amateur Radio Club is having a talk on Thursday by G3MYM on the second radio train experiment. Friday sees construction and on-air activities at Sparkford. Details from Rodney Edwards, M0RGE, on 01935 825 791.

On Friday Torbay Amateur Radio Society is having a club night. Contact John, via email to G4VUD@tars.org.uk.

NEWS FOR WALES

On Monday Cleddau Amateur Radio Society is having a club night. Contact Heinz, MW0ECY, on 0774 804 7008.

On Monday Llanelli Amateur Radio Society is holding a junk sale. Details from Craig, MW0MXT, on 0738 833 8987.

On Monday Marches Amateur Radio Society is running the North East Wales open net from 9pm on 145.425MHz. For details, email steven.bobby20@yahoo.co.uk.

On Thursday North Wales Radio Society is holding a general meeting. Contact Liz Cabban, GW0ETU, on 0776 019 0355.
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