
How do you see the current licence structure and the failings of the three tier system towards progression and what are your 
thoughts on the ‘Beginners’ licence’ idea with a view as to what is good for the hobby?
Kevin Stick, M0YRX

Answered by Dave Wilson, M0OBW
Maybe I’m biased, but I think the numbers speak for themselves. In April 2020, since we 
introduced remote invigilation, nearly 3.5 thousand candidates have sat the Foundation 
licence. Which in itself is about twice as many as in previous years. 

Over 1000 have progressed to Intermediate from Foundation level and over 350 to 
Full licence level from Intermedate. Both of which are significantly higher than in previous 
years. So, it is my view and those that I have spoken to, that we must be doing something 
right. I wonder what the failings are? I mean some people have made that sort of comment 
in the past but aren’t able to present any sort of evidence of those failings. 

With regards to the Beginners’ licence, the Foundation licence is the Beginners’ licence. 
What justification is there for another licence tier? The subject of a Beginners’ licence 
has been the subject of discussion a number of times within the Examination Standards 
Committee, which by the way is attended by Ofcom. The result of the discussions is that 
no one can see what the benefit a Beginners’ licence would bring to the table, which by 
the way is a view shared by a number of regulators across IARU Region 1. I think we are 
doing the right things.

Additional note: As of 27 June 2021 the numbers of candidates who have taken the 
Foundation exam is 4,149, the Intermediate 1,343 and the Full 662. 

There is plenty of information regarding exam training, remote inivigilation exams and 
information for students at https://rsgb.org/main/clubs-training/exam-faq.

Are there any plans to update the website to make it more user friendly and intuitive? 
Torin Storkey, MM7STK

Answered by Steve Thomas, M1ACB
We’ve started a project to improve the quality of the content on the website some time ago 
and we did that by asking the volunteer teams and committees to update the information 
they put on the website. 

We’re constantly updating the contents – we add videos and extra details and we link 
all of our news and our videos and our social media content back to the website so we 
can add a bit more detail to it. 

But, because of the recent media attention, and the fantastic number of people we’ve 
had join the Society over the last year – and remember we are now on a 10 year high, we 
haven’t seen this many members for 10 years so that puts into perspective what last year 
was like for us. But because of all of that we’ve seen a really enormous increase in the 
number of visitors to the website so that gives us a great foundation and we are moving 
on to improve the look and functionality. 

We are already working with an external consultancy to improve our membership CRM 
system and that is what’s behind the membership portal part of the website and so we 
hope to launch that later this year. Work is well underway and then after that we’ll then 
extend that project to cover the other parts of the website. 

We have plans and we are working hard to deliver them.
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At the 2021 RSGB AGM, which was held online due to the Covid-19 restrictions 
in place in April 2021, several questions were asked by the Membership and 
answered by the 2020 Board members.  The questions had been sent in prior to 

the AGM. This month we start with the first two questions. Others will follow in future 
issues of RadCom. You can view the whole of the AGM on the RSGB YouTube channel, see  
www.youtube.com/theRSGB.

p53_agm_questions_radcom_aug21.indd   53p53_agm_questions_radcom_aug21.indd   53 06/07/2021   10:57:5906/07/2021   10:57:59


