
What successful measures has the Board implemented to discourage contests from interfering with normal on air discussions, 
particularly at weekends, and contests dominating significant portions of intra-UK bands?
Henry Ehm, M0ZAE

Answered by Stewart Bryant, G3YSX
The Board delegates the design of contests to specialist teams that fully understand both the broad 
and the detailed issues specific to the event. It delegates the adjudication of the events to another 
committee that has specialist skills of that aspect of contesting. The Board input is limited to general 
policy, which is to encourage diversity in amateur radio activity so that RSGB Members can participate 
in and enjoy all aspects of the hobby. Where a contest is organised by the RSGB and is expected to be 
a high activity event, a proportion of the band is normally set aside for non-contesters. This is clear, 
for example, from the popular winter AFS SSB event in which nearly 300 UK stations participated this 
year and which sets aside some part of the band for non-contest use. Similarly, on the 2m band, for 
example on 2m SSB events, a proportion of the band around the calling frequencies and the GB2RS 
frequency is prohibited from contest use. The CSC Contest Support Committee monitor infringements of 
these protected frequencies and take appropriate and proportionate action where needed. Additionally, 
where possible, contest use a single mode, for example freeing up the CW and data sections for the 
bands during phone contests. In terms of long duration weekend contests and considering HF SSB 
events, which I suspect is the central concern of the question, the RSGB organises a tiny number of such 
contests and, even then, does not always have full control over the rules. Overwhelmingly, the contests 
causing the concern noted by the questioner are arranged by organisations over which the RSGB has 
no influence. The problem is made worse at the moment due to the poor propagation conditions on the 
upper bands which has driven more activity down to 80 and 40m. Hopefully as Cycle 25 develops this 
congestion will reduce as activity migrates back to the higher bands. Unfortunately, until that happens, 
the only mitigation is to use non-contest bands such as 60m or to use VHF or to use a technology such 
as remote receivers to enhance the range achievable on other bands, for example perhaps 10m.  

Would the Board support more articles about HF and VHF contesting and contest 
stations and techniques in RadCom? 
Mike Franklin, G3VYI

Answered by Steve Thomas, M1ACB
RadCom is a hugely important part of our business and it is a highly respected publication around the 
world for its varied and interesting contents. The amount of contesting content is always a hot topic 
though. We get a roughly equal number of letters asking for more or less content about that subject, 
so it is always a tricky area. The balance of articles in the magazine is at the discretion of the RadCom 
Editor, and they receive a tremendous amount of feedback from Members, as we all do, and is very 
aware of the need to maintain the balance and give the Members the content that they are interested 
in. You are very welcome to send your suggestions to the editorial team. We had a number of questions 
about specific RadCom articles and I will be responding to those by email.

[The last two years have been difficult for those who enjoy contests. Many have been cancelled or 
curtailed due to the Covid-19 pandemic. We have had fewer contest reports than usual in RadCom 
during this time. We would welcome articles on contesting techniques or antenna improvements, 
which could be of interest to more than the contesting community. Even those who find contesting 
the most interesting part of the hobby are aware that not everyone has the same views. Amateur radio 
covers such a wide range of specialist interests that there is some aspect of the hobby that appeals 
to each person – including satellites, DXing, microwave bands and datamodes, to name just a few. 
Contesting can encompass several specialist areas of the hobby and ideas on ways to introduce the 
many new amateurs to this part of the hobby are welcome. Elaine Richards, G4LFM, RadCom Editor]

Feature AGM Questions 
& Answers part 2

radcom@rsgb.org.uk

At the 2021 RSGB AGM, which was held online due to the Covid-19 restrictions 
in place in April 2021, several questions were asked by the Membership and 
answered by the 2020 Board members.  The questions had been sent in prior 

to the AGM. You can view the whole of the AGM on the RSGB YouTube channel, see  
www.youtube.com/theRSGB.
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