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Greetings. I read avidly through the CVs and personal statements and was disappointed 
that not one of the candidates this year had a clear statement on the views of said 
person regarding recruiting and training of younger people. Not just children or 
teenagers, would also include persons up to say 25 or 30. Does the Board not have an 
established policy for this, to motivate these age groups more into amateur radio.
Peter Ebsworth, G8CKB (from Norway)

Answered by Andy Mace, M0MUX
For those that don’t know me, I’m Andy, M0MUX and I came on to the Board last April [2020]. 
I’m the youngest member of the current Board by a good 20-odd years and therefore took on 
the Board Liaison role for the Youth Team. I also look after Amateur Radio on the International 
Space Station [ARISS] and the Technical Forum.

When it comes to youth, the guidelines that we have is the RSGB Youth Team aims to 
inspire young people up to the age of about 25 into amateur radio. 

I just want to go through a couple of things that we are doing at the moment: 
The RSGB does currently give free Membership to those in full-time education up to the 

age of 25 and to those not in education up to the age of 21. They have to have a licence and, 
unfortunately, it still requires a written application, but they can get that. 

The RSGB Board is currently actively supporting IARU YOTA [Youngsters On The Air] 
activities and we hosted the YOTA Summer Camp in 2017. We have a general policy where 
we encourage people of all ages in amateur radio. The current Youth Team, which is headed up by Rob, G2RE, has done a lot of work on the 
‘barriers to entry’ that stop more young people getting on the air. As an example, the most obvious is the word ‘exam’. I think few young people 
like that word. Any parents out there, like myself, know that young people don’t want to study for an exam that’s going to enable a future career, 
let alone one that involves a hobby. 

Some stuff that we are going to be doing; the Youth team is going to put in some adult Youth Leader roles to progress our goals. If anyone 
is interested in helping us out in that I’ll give an email at the end. I would very much welcome an email.

So, I think looking into the future, we have some fantastic specialist groups that the RSGB run already, some of them are of little interest 
to those of a younger age range. For example (but not criticising any groups we have at the moment), the Planning Committee is not likely to 
be seen and used by a younger age group that don’t own property yet. It might benefit their parents but not the youngsters themselves. So I 
think in order to attract younger Members we need to do a bit of research to develop and create some new services and initiatives that show 
value to that younger age group that will enable youngsters to get enthused like we did when we were young and get to enjoy the hobby. I 
think, ultimately, it boils down to having the right people, a diverse Board of Directors and people that have a passion for bringing in the next 
generation of amateurs into the hobby and setting up the RSGB as a business to cater for that. In summary, yes youth is very important, but 
in my view, to increase numbers we need to do a bit of refocussing and modernisations. It’s going to be a slow and inexorable change process 
but has to be done with the existing Members’ support no matter what age range and help put it in rather than put in a big change. I’m happy 
to take any other questions around youth or other things I look after, via email to M0MUX@rsgb.org.uk

Does the Board consider that given the need for a positive working relationship with Ofcom, the RSGB is hampered in vigorously 
pursuing matters where Ofcom consistently fails in its legal duties, such as Ofcom’s lack of interest in exercising their statutory 
power and duties under international Radio Regulations, to protect the Amateur Radio Service from harmful interference and their 
imposition of disproportionate EMF requirements? John Fellow, G3YRZ

Answered by Dave Wilson, M0OBW
As you get older in life, what you realise is that life revolves around relationships. What you 
also realise is there is two sides to every coin. From the RSGB’s perspective, banging on 
the door while making Ofcom aware of a problem, unfortunately, rarely results in a positive 
outcome. I’d like to think that within Ofcom, the individuals in Ofcom with whom we have 
a dialogue, they have sympathy with our issues. But their hands are tied as to exactly what 
measures they are able to take and bring to bear on things. Please whatever you do, don’t 
take that as a cop-out. We should, and I’m sure we will continue to, push as hard as it is 
possible to defend amateurs, defend the spectrum. Sadly, not always in the way that some out 
there may think but we have to do it in the proper manner. As regards the comment about the 
‘imposition of disproportionate EMF requirements’, I’m not defending Ofcom, but please don’t 
think they are singling out amateurs. The requirements they put out are the same for all radio 
users. Ofcom aren’t alone in changing these requirements. From the 3rd of May, the FCC [in 
the USA] are changing their regulations to remove the exclusion for equipment below 100W. 
So it’s happening all over the place. I’m sure John in his presentation on EMF will give details 
on the work being done with Ofcom to develop pre-assessed configuration and simple to use 
calculations to demonstrate compliance [1].

Answered by John Rogers, M0JAV
The RSGB does, through the relationship we have with Ofcom and working together, when appropriate 
bang on the door. We had a great example of that with the May 2020 RadCom, where we continued with our campaign for VDSL [Very high-speed digital 
subscriber line], which resulted in over 120 people sending in complaints to Ofcom about interference from VDSL. We are now pursuing Ofcom to try and 
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