
Emergency Communications Committee meeting held at the Norbreck Hotel, Blackpool on 8 April 

2017 

Present: Philip Hosey MI0MSO, Peter Thomson GM1XEA, Max White M0VNG 

By invitation: Cathy Clark G1GQJ (Chairman, RAYNET-UK) , Len Paget GM0ONX 

Apologies: Mike Granatt M0RYG (South East) 

 

1. The minutes of the last meeting held at Newark on Sept 30th 2016 had been circulated; with no 

corrections, they were approved. 

 

2. Review of ECC committee:  

2.1. The Midlands role is still to fill.   It was felt leave as is, unless a suitable candidate comes 

forward. 

 

3. RSGB leadership meeting updates pertaining to ECC / RAYNET: 

3.1.  Len gave a review, and stated the legacy funds currently looking for projects to support. 

One possibility was RAYNET-UK DMR, which would benefit a lot of people for not much 

outlay. The applications have to be amateur based, not MESH or satcom for example. Nick 

Heywood, RSGB President is the legacy chair. 

 

4. RSGB Board updates:  

4.1. The update on the trademark discussions was given, which were somewhat stalled due to 

legal items, with both sides looking to bring to a conclusion. One option was for R-UK to 

purchase the trademark from the RSGB at cost reimbursement, which would be looked at.  

 

5. The future of the ECC: 

5.1. The viability of ECC would be probably into 2018, but the main element was the transition 

of groups into RAYNET-UK. We would have a nominated person on the board for liaison 

purposes. 

5.2.  ECC meeting physically will probably cease at Newark, but could still liaise by 

correspondence on issues.  

5.3. A Board liaison member to sit in on R-UK CoM meetings in the future, or to meet as and 

when required. Cathy felt having that route would be useful, as they do have input into 

Spectrum Forum, but that is all, and Board access is always good. A corresponding member 

would be invited to CoM as and when required. 

 

6. The Society by laws are being reviewed – some of these may refer to RAYNET-UK. 

 

7. RAYNET-UK CoM review: 

7.1.  Cathy brought the meeting up to date on things. There was an ongoing process of changing 

the company name with the user services, new forms were on the RAYNET-UK and RSGB 

websites for members/groups to commence affiliation prior to their tenure ending with 



RSGB. The application forms had all been redesigned, and all can be done online to save the 

PDF file thereafter. 

7.2. The new name of RAYNET-UK Ltd now will be RAYNET-UK. Discussion had been made 

as regards retaining the name Radio Amateur Emergency Network Ltd, which was felt 

advisable to protect it from others; should registration lapse, no protection is granted 

thereafter.  

7.3. A design for the new ID card was circulated. The insurance declaration on the back would be 

revised, but groups should still carry their own documents on events. The name was being 

changed on the insurances, to be renewed in July. The PL was still £10m in cover, and 

regularly reviewed. 

7.4. Work had commenced on the new website, with a currently small public area - a members 

area was currently under discussion. 

7.5. The AGM will be in Bristol October 21, with CoM the day after.  

7.6. Comment was made that certain documents may have to be written in Welsh – legal 

requirements? It is a fuzzy area for us but we do work with local authorities and councils; it 

only applied to public bodies.  

7.7. Trademark agreement - an alternative model from RSGB had been suggested, and this was 

under consultation by CoM. This was to assign permanently to RAYNET -UK the trademark 

and wordmark for costs incurred, as a whole package. The reimbursement costs would be 

about £2000, but RAYNET-UK would then own outright in perpetuity. The RSGB had paid 

the renew costs on the trademark and this was the trade value. It was noted that this also 

encompasses legislation within Europe as regards 'ownership'. The RSGB would go with 

either RAYNET -UK purchasing, or leasing as first suggested. It was also noted that if the 

trademark was used without permission, R-UK would have to look at limiting the costs of 

any action. 

7.8. Len spoke on behalf of the Board, as regards the fact that RSGB valued RAYNET in raising 

the profile of amateur radio, and protecting a service to the public. he also reviewed the 

trademark as regards 'passing off', or masquerading as such - even down to fonts used. The 

diamond logo was still used by the RSGB and R-UK can use that logo, to protect what is 

already there. It was not sure if the ownership could be bought over a period of time, but it 

would not be a gift from the RSGB, the renewal costs have to be recouped - the society 

could well have let the renewal lapse and dropped the protection, but did not wish to.  

7.9. Cathy said the first trademark agreement was inappropriate as regards items pertaining to 

clothing, manufacturers, which could have brought the RSGB into disrepute on such 

commodities for example, in having to inspect such locations. The CoM legal adviser had 

come up with an alternate agreement, because something had to be done to break the 

deadlock and not waste time. Len said the Board would not change anything in such an 

agreement unless unacceptable. Both sides were not far off an agreement, with RSGB not 

wanting control over the trademarks, as long as there would be no loss nor embarrassment to 

RSGB in future years as a result of the transfer. This was counted as not unreasonable, and 

Marilyn had this in hand; it was hoped it would be sorted before June CoM meeting. 

 

8. Regional meetings:  

8.1. Peter gave the Scottish overview - as circulated.  

8.2. North - no report;  

8.3. Midlands - no report. It was felt we needed to try and go to the independent groups to flag 

wave and point out the benefits. 

8.4. Northern Ireland - Philip noted that RAYNET-NI consisted of 4-5 groups affiliated to the 

RSGB. It was expected all groups, less one, would translate over. RAYNET NI West had 5 



members but was affiliating, and he would be looking to put an email out to members to join 

up. Ultimately there would not be one group within R-NI, paying £10 per annum for two 

years membership. July is the renewal time - questions had been asked if this could be 

extended to end of year, as in the middle of the 'event season' - the response was no, but 

Philip & Co would do as much as possible at rallies etc to get people activated. The 

individual registration forms have to have a signature, but not a 'wet one' - scanned forms 

can be submitted - but it has to be the member signature to accept the T&C of joining. Cathy 

pointed out you can register a nucleus of a group with 5 members, and to kill off an ongoing 

myth, BPSS was free and not an annual renewal cost, the whole point being that if an 

operator was working for a user service and certain documents had to be sent, the person was 

acceptable to them being 'exposed to such documents'. Philip also noted Fermanagh's 

attitude of - we will not join if we have to pay. However, he was looking to retain five 

groups within the province, but no way would the current 210 'names' affiliated under RSGB 

come over to RAYNET-UK; a good opportunity to cull dead wood.  He also asked about 

TTU permits, with the discussion being that if a group had proven history of such talk 

through use, then a year permit would be granted. 

Comment was noted about RAYNET Ireland; even though the company is registered in the 

UK, the trademarks cover Europe, and our remit stops at the border, we cannot deal with a 

RAYNET group in a foreign country, and subject to a different regulator under Comreg, nor 

Ofcom...  

Philip read out emails from groups within NI to the meeting, which were discussed and our 

viewpoints given, in helping to get members to join. He also included such correspondence 

from RAYNET Ireland. NI members had to be given the overarching remit that R-UK was 

assuming responsibility for all emergency communication matters pertaining to amateur 

radio within the country.  

8.5. South East - Mike had emailed in a report - circulated. 

8.6. South West -Max reviewed the transfer of Gloucester over to RAYNET -UK, with an 

upcoming meeting diarised to visit South Devon and meet the members there. Taunton were 

having somewhat continual meetings as regards their direction - it was felt if the current 

(anti) controller was deposed, to contact the new incumbent asap. North Devon had declared 

their opposition to join and indeed to RAYNET -UK in general, advising all and sundry the 

future now lay with 4x4 groups. Dorset had also had meetings, but were transferring over 

upon renewal. Some independent groups like South Somerset had no communication with us 

and would be dropped from any lists. The next RAYNET -UK meeting at Wells in October 

would be for affiliated groups only, with the constitution now agreed and should groups not 

have emergency communications at the heart of their operation - Taunton being a case in 

point, where they did not have any liaison with EPO etc - then they would be denied 

acceptance to join - such a stance was totally against the tenet of RAYNET-UK. West 

Glamorgan was on track to switch over when their RSGB renewal was due. 

 

9. RSGB / Ofcom liaison as regards TTU permits. Len felt the reunification would be a good 

opportunity for Ofcom to reclarify their stance on such permits, with such facilities in use on a 

constant basis. However no one could find the original document as issued by then, dated 1980.. 

No one seems to have a copy of such a document. The phrase 'unmanned exceptions' has to be 

confirmed and clarified, hence why such a permit is needed for this style or operation. 

 



10. Public Liability matters - Max raised the continuing item of the repeater cover for use for groups 

to be covered on buildings with antennas in place, as suggested by Steve Thomas and discussed 

with Marilyn - Len to take this up with Bedford. 

 

11. Joint Working Group - it was felt probably no further specific meetings required, now that cross 

liaison was being transacted with members on each other's steering committees 

 

12. CoM next meeting June 17 - Max and Peter to attend from ECC, location Midlands - this all 

agreed by CoM. This will continue until full elections take place in 2018 for a new 'unified' 

management structure. The ECC will continue to gather member opinions until such elections, 

and an item at our next meeting at Newark in September will be - how to end the ECC, and 

winding up thereof. 

 

13. RAYNET-UK Junior members: in response to certain groups not wishing to have members under 

the age of 18 within their ranks due to safeguarding issues, it was confirmed it was their 

discretion on ages and not a national policy. Most seem to be 16/17 age, totalling some 13 

currently.  There is no cost for junior members and they are covered under the PL scheme. Cathy 

noted that safeguarding advisory guidance for groups would be issued in due course. 

 

14. We had not looked to approach a patron for the new organisation, as discussed very early on in 

JWG, now RAYNET-UK was operational. 

 

Date of next meeting - targeted for Friday September 29th - 1200 to 1400. 

 


