
Emergency Communications Committee meeting held at the National Hamfest, Newark on 29 

September 2017 

 

Present:  Peter Thomson GM1XEA 

 Max White M0VNG 

 Philip Hosey MI0MSO 

 By invitation: 

  Cathy Clark G1GQJ (RAYNET-UK Chairman) 

 Len Paget GM0ONX (ECC reporting Board member) 

 

Apologies:  Mike Granatt M0RYK 

 Vince Greatwood M0VHG 

 

1. Current situation of RSGB transition: 

1.1. Peter gave an overview of how we stood with groups moving across to RAYNET-UK Some 

groups were still to transition across in the fullness of time, but some had taken the initiative 

to already move across before their RSGB affiliation was due to expire.  

1.2. A discussion followed regarding some specific groups.  A few have changed their names to 

have alternative spellings for the word Raynet.  It was felt this was passing off and needs 

pointing out to them as well as the possibility of legal action.   

1.3. It was noted that Raynet Ireland are non RAYNET-UK nor RSGB affiliated and we have 

nothing to do with them. 

1.4. Overall it was felt some groups had pruned membership as an opportune moment. Currently 

RAYNET-UK has 108 groups in the UK (previously 99) and 1866 members. The number of 

groups does not include county, administrative group or a zone. The RSGB had 36 groups 

prior to merger. Four groups are currently not viable, having less than 4 members. 

 

2. RSGB Leadership meeting - nothing to report as regards RAYNET.  

 

3. Emergency Services Show - nothing really big for us, some good contacts, but we felt the show 

aspect was drifting, and it needs a sense of direction. 

 

4. Board Updates - Len stated the Byelaws would be changing next month to exclude groups using 

the name RAYNET to join RSGB, unless already through RAYNET-UK. There needs to be a 

mechanism to check this, post when ECC is disbanded. 

 

5. VDSL survey - encourage all to participate, as the result if not checked, could well affect us in 

the future as regards noise levels and operating viability, especially in urban areas. 

 

6. RAYNET-UK CoM updates: 

 

6.1. The trademarks were now owned by RAYNET-UK and had gone to the IPO for registration. 

The pages within the RSGB website need updating on this.  

6.2. The RAYNET Cup had been handed to the new organisation by the RSGB, which probably 

would not be allocated at the upcoming AGM, CoM felt this should be done by the 

management committee, and the Shield through the membership. This will all be announced 

at the Bristol AGM in October. 

 

7. Regional updates:  



7.1. Scotland - nothing contentious and very little to report.  

7.2. Midlands - no report. 

7.3. North - no report. 

7.4. Northern Ireland – all the groups except one have transferred to RAYNET-UK 

7.5. South east – no report 

7.6. South West - all had gone well on groups moving over, apart from Taunton and N Devon. 

South Devon.  

 

8. Ofcom report - nil. It was questioned, now that RAYNET-UK is a separate standalone entity, 

why we do not talk directly with Ofcom; the current routing is via the RSGB. Len felt that if 

established links through the Spectrum Forum does not work, then open up a direct route to 

Ofcom.  

 

9. Public Liability Insurance: 

9.1. An updating of the PL cover should be done on the RAYNET-UK website with the new 

policies in date 

9.2. Those groups still remaining RSGB the Raynet specific PL insurance will have been phased 

out by the end of 2017.  In cases of joint working with groups not affiliating with RAYNET-

UK, we should ask for copies of the PL cover they hold, to confirm it is suitable for any 

possible joint working.  There is concerns that some independent groups may have 

inadequate or no insurance. 

9.3. The current PL cover totals £10m but is in two separate parts. Items still outstanding are 

insurance cover on permanent installations and also annual reviews under the Ogden 

formula, as regards whether any damages awarded under a claim would meet the required 

needs of the plaintiff.  

 

10. ECC - forward direction: 

10.1. As we are coming to the end of the RSGB Raynet era, committee members had been polled 

as to their thoughts, and these had been circulated before the meeting. Len said the Board's 

aspect was the committee wind down, if there were no requirement to have ECC as interface 

between the Board link member and RAYNET-UK.   Cathy felt there should be regular 

contact and link between CoM and the Board, and a standing invitation as required from 

both sides; they would also have access to the CoM minutes and be an ex officio member. 

In the interim period, ECC Chairman and Vice Chair will attend CoM, as currently agreed. 

10.2. In reviewing the future plans for RAYNET UK in 2018 and full amalgamation, Cathy said 

to get all on board in a single direction, then look to redefine areas with larger Zones, and to 

appoint deputies as such - however this will be a big debate to undertake. Alongside a 

smaller CoM would be expected to be appointed technical experts and other co-opted input.  

10.3. Subject to Board approval, for the next 12 months, ECC will revert to a corresponding 

committee with no further meetings planned. Peter will edit the RSGB web pages until the 

end of 2018, when nothing will remain of RSGB Raynet, apart from pointing everyone to 

the RAYNET-UK pages. Very little activity is expected during the remaining timeframe of 

all groups moving over. Len said there was not a cost issue in running ECC, as long as 

RAYNET-UK did not see RSGB trying to cling on to the ideals of emergency 

communication. As long as there is a purpose, ECC will remain. 

10.4. Len stated that by April 2019, when his term of office on the Board expires, there then may 

well be a new Board link member. Cathy felt to play by ear over the next 6 months, and if 

felt to be no problems, then to wind up early. This phase was subsequently extended to 12 

months.  



10.5. Peter and Cathy to liaise on the 2019 Callbook on a RAYNET-UK basis, with all reference 

to emergency communications removed in relation to the RSGB. Len said there was 

tangible support for the new regime within the Callbook.  

 

11. AO B - none 

 

Peter, in closing the meeting, wished to thank Len, Cathy, and the committee members for their work 

over the lifetime of the committee. 

 

The meeting closed 16:40. 

 

    

 


