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The EMC Committee works to protect the spectrum from interference and to provide advice to Members 

who suffer from EMC problems. Our work splits into: 

 

1 Investigations into new classes of problems often arising from new technologies 

2 Contributing to Standards development for products likely to affect amateur bands 

3 Lobbying government, regulators, suppliers and service providers to enforce or amend regulations 

4 Advising Members on how to report, mitigate and minimise impact of EMC issues through the EMC 

Matters forum 

5 Publishing updates, leaflets, articles in RadCom, information in Handbooks and on the web about 

EMC matters to inform Members 

 

During 2014 significant achievements have been made in each area but there is still a lot of work to do. 

 

Investigations  

We conducted a solar PV survey of Members through the web, RadCom and by personal contact. Over 

fifty responses were received with about 25% of responders reporting some problems, some of which 

were resolved, leaving about 18% with remaining problems. Careful attention to wiring and judicious 

use of ferrites resolved most problems. There was no particular manufacturer that always gave 

problems, but the most common problem unit was optimisers.  

 

Another major investigation was into VDSL. This has been conducted with cooperation from BT and 

work continues into improved common mode filter design, the possibility of notching at 10MHz and 

derivation of a best practice leaflet for self-install installations. We will conduct a survey of Members to 

find how many are actually suffering the increased noise floor VDSL causes when overhead wires are 

used for the final drop in the coming months. Software to help identify xDSL interference is being 

developed. A new loop antenna has also been designed and tested to give sufficient sensitivity across 

the bands to measure emissions near the noise floor. Measurements have been made on wind farms, 

some of which give extremely high noise levels on Top Band. To date no pattern has been found for 

those that cause problems. Members have involved Ofcom and politicians without success. This will be 

our main focus area for the next year. 

 

Lobbying 

During the year EN50561-1 was adopted as a Standard despite the RSGB opposition, and the question 

of the legal basis for the Standard. The main concern is that a Standard has now been adopted that 

undermines the EMC Directive and this precedent can be used by other Standards. RSGB achieved 

enhancement of brief for IARU Region 1 on EMC matters getting it full committee (C7) status that raises 

the profile and requires more regular reporting. We continue to push Ofcom and trading standards to be 

more proactive in EMC interference enforcement. We are pursuing a manufacturer of LED lights whose 

product was clearly non compliant. 

 

Standards  

We have been active in Solar PV GCPC Standards with a view to changing DC port emission standards. 

We have also submitted papers to CISPR on the measured RF disturbance emissions from the new 

generation of double fed induction wind turbines.  

 

The list of Advisers has been steadily reducing so we have formed a forum for people to report problems 

and receive and share advice. This is coordinated by a moderator who has managed to speed up 

replies. Considerable success has been achieved in getting noisy plasma TVs replaced by 

manufacturers and a number of Members are very grateful to have the noise sources eliminated.  

 

 

http://www.rsgb.org/
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Publications 

During the year we updated the website, the advice leaflets and the EMC sections of the RSGB 

Yearbook and the Communications Handbook. We also presented a paper on emerging threats at the 

RSGB Convention. The EMC Matters column in RadCom continues to report on work being undertaken 

by the committee and is well respected by many Members. Next year we are looking at diagnosis tools 

and guidance for Members on how to identify new causes of interference not covered by our current 

advice. 

 

John A V Rogers, M0JAV 
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