
ARDF
The Amateur Radio Direction Finding (ARDF) 
Committee is a group of committed volunteers 
who have been driving the development of 
this area of ‘Sport Radio’ in the UK.

Internationally, the 21st IARU Region 1 
Championships were held in Lithuania in 
September. Whilst none of the RSGB team 
was able to get onto the podium this year, 
we did manage a number of top ten places.

A total of 12 UK events were staged in 
2017, including 3 competitions at the British 
ARDF Championships, held in the Home 
Counties in the early Spring. Competitions 
have embraced not only the ‘Classic’ format 
of five transmitters in a five minute cycle, but 
also the FoxOring and Sprint formats. Some 
organisers used other variants, such as 7 
transmitters in a five minute cycle or five 30 
second transmissions in 2½ minutes.

The RSGB equipment has been loaned 
to Affiliated Clubs and Scout groups. The 
3.5MHz kit is configured to provide 5 Tx in 
a 5 minute cycle accompanied by 10 Rx. A 
map of the area to be used is not essential 
but the equipment gives a realistic feel for 
the ‘classic’ ARDF format. The 144MHz kit 
comprises a set of 5 Tx and antennas but 
there are no Rx included. The 144MHz Tx 
contains rechargeable batteries, which do 
cause issues with Parcel Force, so collection 
from Leicestershire is recommended.

At the YOTA International Camp in 
August, Committee member Frank, M0AEU, 
organised the ARDF events using both 3.5 
and 144MHz. Frank is thanked for the 
contribution he made; as are his own team 
of helpers, together with Vlad, 2E0VLB.

Participation remains an issue. Stands 
at the National Hamfest and the RSGB 
Convention generate interest and, in 2017, 
the Committee ran two ‘Taster Days’ for RSGB 
Members with some tuition to get started. 
The hope is that more RSGB Members will 
be tempted to try this exciting activity, which 
has implications for good health as well.

There are RSGB Regions in which there is no 
ARDF activity outside of club based events and 
we are eager to hear from Members interested 
in ‘kick starting’ activity in these areas.

Finally, I wish to acknowledge the 
enthusiasm and contributions of the 
Committee members in running events 
and promoting the sport. In addition those 
who ran events without being committee 
members are also thanked. These were 
G1ZAR, M6MDD, M0OJM and G6HGE.

The Committee is also grateful for the 
unfailing support it has received from the 
RSGB Board member responsible for Sport 
Radio, Stewart, G3YSX and from RadCom.
R G Titterington, G3ORY

AROS & IW
The Amateur Radio Observation Service 
(AROS) is an advisory and reporting service 
of the RSGB that is intended to assist radio 
amateurs and others who may be affected 
by problems that occur within the amateur 
bands or that develop on other frequencies 
as a result of amateur transmissions.

The service investigates reports of licence 
infringements, or instances of poor operating 
practice, that might bring amateur radio into 
disrepute. Reports, complaints and associated 
supplementary information are accepted 
from any source and the contents of each 
communication are regarded as confidential.

The RSGB Monitoring System, known 
as Intruder Watch (IW), forms part of the 
IARU Monitoring System and sends reports 
of non-amateur transmissions heard on the 
exclusive HF amateur bands to both the 
Ofcom Monitoring Station at Baldock and 
IARU Region 1.

AROS and Intruder Watch was combined 
in 2016. Links to the R1 Intruder Watch 
team have now been formally completed 
and mechanisms to receive R1 intruder 
reports and report to R1 are now in place. 
Further work has been undertaken in 2017 
to formalise an agreed process for repeater 
abuse with Ofcom and the ETCC that is in its 
final publication stage.

The number of registered AROS observers 
stands at 132. Although they are spread 
across the country there is still a need for 
more to effectively cover the UK, particularly 
the south east of England. 

In 2017, there were 67 unique recorded 
complaints. In some cases there have been 
many complaints about the same event. A 
few of these were resurrected cases from 
previously reported incidents that had not 
been resolved or their history was known 

to AROS. In 2017, 5 of the 64 cases have 
resulted in letters being sent by AROS to 
suspected culprits advising them that their 
behaviour is subject of complaint. 

Generally, the letters appear to have 
been received in a positive way in that the 
behaviour appears to have been modified and 
the complaints have ceased. One of the letters 
was acknowledged and an apology received. 

There are a number of on-going and 
persistent cases of repeater abuse that 
AROS is involved with. Earlier in 2017, in 
conjunction with AROS, Ofcom requested 
the closedown of two repeaters for a ‘cooling 
off period’ to try and put an end to some very 
serious on-air abuse.  
Reported cases have included:
• Misuse of 5MHz bands with Tx outside 

allocated frequencies (esp JT65 & JT9)
• Sending offensive SSTV images
• Abuse of repeaters
• Five cases relating to repeater abuse 

referred to Ofcom
• Use of amateur bands by external 3rd 

parties.
The vast majority of the reported nuisance 
activity is taking place on the repeater 
network and appears to be involving the same 
abusers on a regular basis. Some repeater 
keepers still appear unable to monitor their 
own repeaters and investigations are being 
conducted into the requirements of the NoV.

Ofcom policy dictates that enforcement 
within hobby radio is of lower priority than 
issues affecting protected, safety of life issues 
or emergency services. This can lead to 
situations where AROS has full knowledge of 
the source of a specific problem, but no formal 
enforcement activities are being undertaken.

It is worthy of note that the Wireless 
Telegraphy Act only allows Ofcom to take 
enforcement action – AROS/RSGB has 
investigated bringing civil prosecutions and 
concluded that the legislation will not permit 
it. Furthermore, the WTA gives Ofcom the 
Power to take enforcement action but doesn’t 
state they have to do so. It is also noteworthy 
that EU legislation prohibits any kind of 
punishment that is indefinite ie has no end 
date – that removes the previously available 
option of confiscating equipment.

Today, with high power VHF/UHF radio 
availability and high gain antennas, the reason 
for establishing a repeater network, which 
is to aid communications between mobile 
stations, has mostly gone. Ofcom is therefore 
questioning the need to retain repeaters that 
are constantly subject to abuse.

At the end of the day the responsibility lies 
with the repeater keeper as the NoV holder 
and he or she needs to do all they can to 
control the on-air traffic. Ofcom involvement 
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Robin, RS213497 checks the 2m Tx at the 
British ARDF Championships.



and formal action will be an absolute 
last resort and will only be undertaken if 
considered to be good and proportional use 
of their limited resources.
Mark Jones, G0MGX

RSGB Awards 
Good progress has been made in 2017 with 
64 successful claims from five continents 
processed, covering all HF and VHF Awards.

Initial focus was aimed at designing  
new style application forms available on 
www.rsgb.org/awards that can be submitted 
by email. An innovation was custom 
spreadsheets that list the entities specified in 
each award then calculates and displays a 
running total as contacts are input. Both have 
enabled preparing and submitting claims by 
participants and subsequent checking by the 
Awards Manager much easier.

Acceptance of Log Book of the World 
(LoTW) confirmations as well as traditional 
QSL cards has proved popular and reduced 
the time span to acquire the requisite number 
of confirmations. The website has details of 
how to obtain the LoTW confirmations.

In some circumstances scanned images 
of cards are acceptable to reduce costs and 
security issues. Checking by an official local 
to the applicant has been successfully trialled. 

Work is underway to simplify the VHF 
Awards programme, but Squares and Counties 
awards are popular and will be retained.

Interest in the Foundation and Intermediate 
Awards has been disappointing to date and 
needs a more rigorous publicity campaign. 

The IARU Region 1 Award has proved 
particularly popular across the world. Most 
applicants are able to achieve Level 2, which 
requires confirmation of 60 member countries 
but reaching the full 97 is extremely difficult 
with one of the countries not currently 
allowing amateur radio operation. This can 
be overcome by exchanging historical QSL 
cards if you have worked it in the past.

The Commonwealth Century Award has a 
number of long-term enthusiasts still chasing 
some of the more difficult ones that only 
become active with a DXpedition. 

Worked ITU Zones is probably the most 
difficult and again there are several long-term 
proponents of this Award. 

Whatever is your choice of Award, the main 
benefit is getting on the air, making contacts 
and improving your amateur radio knowledge.
Chris Burbanks, G3SJJ

Contest Support Committee
The Contest Support Committee (CSC) is 
one of the three contesting committees that 
are responsible for the administration of all 
RSGB contests. The CSC is responsible for 
administration and adjudication of all RSGB 

contests, trophy/award administration and, 
at the end of 2017, had 12 full members 
and two corresponding members. This team 
of experienced and dedicated volunteers 
administered 185 contests in 2017. 

A comprehensive in-house developed 
website is run by the CSC with links to 
all RSGB contest rules, results (past and 
present) and to the log submission robot. A 
comprehensive list of the winners of all of 
the contest trophies – the Hall of Fame – was 
added at www.rsgbcc.org/cgi-bin/trophies.pl

The adjudication software used by the 
Contest Support Committee was upgraded 
several times in 2017 due to changes in 
contest rules. All RSGB contests (except the 
IOTA contest, which uses dedicated software) 
are adjudicated using this software.

The Contest Support Committee also 
processes all Special Contest Call (1+1 
callsigns eg G0A, M9Z etc) applications and 
issue those NoVs on behalf of Ofcom.

The free Contesting Committees 
Newsletter has continued to be published 
during 2017. The newsletter continues to be 
popular with a circulation of over 900. (To 
subscribe, please visit www.rsgbcc.org/cgi-
bin/subscribe.pl?subtype=news)

The short duration weekday contests 
continue to very popular with Members. 
During 2017, 401 stations competed in the 
SSB legs, 319 stations in the CW legs and 
245 stations in the Data legs. Overall, 83 
Affiliated Societies participated in the 80m 
Club Championship.

The IOTA Contest (July) attracted 2150 
valid entries and 198 check logs. HF NFD 
attracted 36 portable stations and 16 fixed 
stations. SSB Field Day attracted entries from 
38 portable stations and 15 fixed stations.

Turning to VHF, the UK Activity Contests 
(UKAC) attracted entries from 125 clubs /
groups and 755 stations.

VHF National Field Day (NFD) attracted 
entries from 61 groups and these groups 
assembled 198 stations. The Sweeper 
section attracted entries from 114 stations.
Ian Pawson, G0FCT

EMC Committee
Our aims are to provide advice and support 
to those who suffer from radio frequency 
interference (RFI) problems and to help 
protect the spectrum from RFI. As part of 
our contribution to RSGB Strategy 2022 we 
conducted a survey to determine our top 
priorities, which are:
• Providing Advice through the EMC 

Helpdesk on how to identify and locate the 
source(s) of RFI

• Hosting and moderating the EMC Matters 
Forum, which encourages members 
to share and help each other to solve 
problems

• Protecting the spectrum, by tackling 
regulators, suppliers and service providers 
to reduce RFI emissions and by influencing 
standards committees to specify acceptable 
RFI levels

• Updating the website to provide guidance 
on resolving RFI problems

• Increasing awareness of RFI. A campaign 
has started to inform members of the 
growing RFI issues. This will use the 
Web and social media, RadCom articles, 
convention papers and society handbooks 
to highlight the growing threat of RFI to the 
radio spectrum

• Investigating emerging RFI pollution 
problems.

We have helped some 80 people through the 
‘Report Interference’ mechanism and about 
50 more through the Helpdesk. The Forum 
has provided advice on 30 different topics. We 
also gave face to face advice at the National 
Hamfest at Newark.

Seven articles on EMC/RFI were published 
in RadCom and Practical Wireless in addition 
to the bimonthly RadCom EMC column. A 
paper on RFI was also presented at the RSGB 
Convention.

We have worked closely with the IARU 
EMCC to request changes to EMC standards 
under development and to promote 
incremental changes in the day to day 
application of EMC testing. Focus has been 
improved by filtering documents to reviewers 
to prioritise most important Standards, 
Working Groups activities and collaborations 
with EU Standards Bodies.

RSGB attended all 2017 BSI EMC 
Standards Committee meetings. It was noted 
that RSGB has accumulated a large library 
of relevant RFI data, which could be shared 
widely across industry, not just for the benefit 
of the amateur and broadcast services.

A method has been developed, which 
ranks the real impact of electrical equipment 
operating in its intended environment. This, 
combined with actual RFI measurement data, 
helps to improve the mitigation aspects of 
EMC Standards.

The RSGB has contributed positively to 
rejecting the draft of Wireless Power Transfer 
(WPT), because of unacceptable limits for 
harmonic energy affecting LF/MF broadcast, 
amateur and navigation services. We also 
pointed out Solar PV irregularities, which 
increase HF spurii from switching regulator 
wiring.

Trying to get Ofcom to respond to cases 
of harmful interference (HI) to amateur radio 
is becoming more difficult. As a result, it 
is considered that more will be achieved 
by joining in measurement campaigns to 
boost the evidence base on increased HI, 
investigating future threats to the spectrum 
from the increasing number of radio based 
electronics coming on the market and making 
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other users of the radio spectrum aware of the 
potential threats of such things as WPT (EV). 
Spurious emissions from this technology, 
which will be used to charge electric cars in 
the home environment, are anticipated to be a 
major concern to users of the radio spectrum.

September 2017 saw the IARU General 
Conference in Germany. The RSGB EMC 
Committee was well represented at the 
Conference by David Lauder, G0SNO, Brendan 
Minish, EI6IZ and Hilary Claytonsmith, 
G4JKS (Vice Chair of the IARU EMCC). 
Issues discussed included background noise 
measurement, RF emissions from wind 
farms (presented by G0SNO), High Intensity 
Discharge (HID) street lighting and EMI 
threats to the amateur service, interference 
from photovoltaic installations and Wireless 
Power Transfer for electric vehicles (WPT EV).

It was decided during the Conference 
to hold an ad-hoc meeting to discuss the 
problem of the increasing noise levels on the 
radio spectrum. Following this it was decided 
to begin a noise measurement campaign in 
Region 1, led by EI6IZ.

VDSL Broadband RFI has been the main 
focus of investigation activities this year. A 
survey of Members elicited 1300 responses 
with about half of these, showing evidence of 
VDSL RFI. Ofcom published a report stating 
that there was no evidence that emissions from 
BT Openreach VDSL drop wires was causing 
harmful interference to the amateur radio 
reception. This was refuted by the RSGB and 
new measurements by Ofcom are promised. 
We have calibrated our active loop antennas 
and developed ‘drive-by installations’ in 
vehicles to quickly identify and measure the 
field strength at RFI hot spots and help find 
the cause (see Figure 1).

A standard method has been tested for 
demonstrating HI by logging contacts received 
at nearby locations with low levels of RFI 
and comparing these with those obtained 
at amateurs’ locations where signals are 
obscured by RFI - we call this ‘Here and 
There Testing’. This method will be used at a 
number of locations next year. A method for 
measuring the level of VDSL RFI compared 
with other signals and other sources of 
RFI. This uses recordings from SDR’s and 
compares the power of the extracted VDSL 
signal to the power of the remaining other 
signals and noise.
The main goals for the coming year are:
• Update the EMCC website advice and 

increase awareness of help available to 
Members

• Form an alliance with other radio users to 
tackle RFI and lobby regulators, suppliers 
and service providers to take action

• Complete the VDSL HF noise mitigation project
• Continue to improve links with senior and 

influential industry EMC representatives, 
through our Standards work

• Work with other IARU member societies to 
tackle the threat of WPT(EV)

• Raise RSGB’s media profile taking reactive 
and proactive opportunities when they 
present themselves.

The workload in this area is increasing rapidly 
as more and more RSGB Members seek help 
with interference. If you can help us in any 
way to fight this spectrum pollution, please 
contact emc.chairman@rsgb.org.uk
Dr John A V Rogers, M0JAV 

Emergencies Communications 
Committee (ECC)
During 2017 there was a phased transfer 
of RSGB RAYNET Groups to RAYNET-UK. 
The Committee endeavoured to make this 
process as easy as possible and I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank all the 
Committee members for their efforts.

The ongoing work of the Committee in 
maintaining the insured membership records, 
updating the Emergency Communications 
pages of this website and answering the 
occasional query about RAYNET matters 
continued throughout 2017.

Now that the re-unification of RAYNET is 
virtually complete, the objectives of the ECC 
have been met. Most of the functions of the 
Committee are either redundant or are now 
the responsibility of RAYNET-UK.  

At some point during 2018 the Committee 
will disband and liaison with RAYNET-UK will 
be via a nominated RSGB Board member. All 
day to day RAYNET matters are now dealt 
with by RAYNET-UK.  
Peter R Thomson, GM1XEA 

ETCC
The Emerging Technology Coordination 
Committee (ETCC) functions to develop and 
enhance the UK amateur radio repeater 
and data communications networks and 
to promote the introduction and rollout of 
appropriate new technologies. We receive, 
vet and advise on all proposals in respect 
of analogue or digital voice repeaters, TV 
repeaters and data comms systems, passing 
the finalised documents to Ofcom for issue. 

Pressure on spectrum in the 2m band 

restricts development of the network in some 
areas. Even though activity levels can be 
quite low, RF planning guidelines have to be 
adhered to. One of the main problems has 
been that even though 12.5kHz channelling 
was adopted over 20 years ago, many 
receivers, even relatively modern ones, do 
not comply with the 12.5kHz specification. 
Because of this we have always protected 
adjacent repeater channels. We have now 
revised our policy to continue to do this 
wherever possible but reserving the right to 
allocate closely spaced channels where no 
alternative frequency is available.

Probably the most striking trend has been 
the number of multi-mode repeaters coming 
on stream using the MMVDM board created 
by G4KLX. This multi-mode modem allows 
repeaters to run D-Star, DMR, Fusion and no 
doubt other emergent modes in the future. 

Repeater abuse continues to be an 
unfortunate fact of life in the repeater scene. 
The ETCC works closely with AROS to ensure 
that relevant advice is given to keepers with 
reports passed to Ofcom for investigation. It 
should be emphasised that there is now an 
agreed protocol that Repeater Keepers should 
follow in cases of abuse. If this protocol is not 
adhered to then Ofcom are unlikely to assist 
given their obviously limited resources.

We have continuing difficulties in 23cm 
where it can take years to achieve approval. 
On a slightly brighter note however we have 
had some success with ATV repeaters being 
cleared in the 3.4GHz band. Ofcom is looking 
at the whole Primary User liaison process and 
we hope that this will bear fruit soon. This 
area of our work that encompasses Packet 
Radio, APRS and Internet Gateways of all 
kinds remains extremely busy 

The growth in the use of personal digital 
voice ‘hotspots’ continues and we would 
remind anyone using these units to ensure 
that they are using frequencies that comply 
with the updated 70cm band plan for digital 
voice and not to use the default channels 
that many are supplied on. Hotspots are for 
personal use only and must be secured so 
that they cannot be used by others; remember 
that for 3rd party use you do require an NoV.

2017 saw the three-year renewal of all 
Repeater NoVs. Even though our processes 
are all online there was still a huge amount of 
work to be done by the committee in issuing 
invitations to renew, vetting the responses for 
accuracy and then generating more than 600 
documents for issue by Ofcom. 

After more than twelve years as Chairman 
of the ETCC I have decided that it is time to 
retire. I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all the committee members who have 
assisted me over the years in a very busy and 
often challenging area. It has been a pleasure 
and a privilege to work with you all!
John McCullagh, GI4BWM

FIGURE 1: Measured field strengths in VDSL 
Upstream band 1 using drive–by system.
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Examinations Standards Committee 
Set up under the Schedule of Terms agreed 
by Ofcom and the RSGB in 2015, the 
Examinations Standards Committee (ESC) 
is responsible for oversight of the policy and 
management structure for the amateur radio 
examinations in the UK. The Examinations 
Group (EG) reports to ESC and is responsible 
for managing the examination specifications, 
question banks and performance standards. 
In 2017, new chairs were appointed to the 
ESC and the EG, Professors Tony Kent, G8PBH 
and Peter Richmond, M0HBL respectively. 

The main work of ESC in 2017 was to 
oversee the final stages of the radio amateur 
exam syllabus review. The aims of this review 
were to update content to keep up with 
technology and regulatory changes, refocus 
the coverage of topics and smooth the steps 
between levels to encourage progression 
all the way through to Advanced, whilst 
maintaining the alignment of the Advanced 
level with HAREC (T/R 61-02). A significant 
change to content was the introduction of 
digital techniques at all levels. This required 
removing some outdated material to not 
increase the content overall.

The draft syllabus was put out to public 
consultation in Spring 2017 and a revised 
version, taking into account the comments 
received, was presented at the RSGB 
Convention and, after a final round of changes, 
has gone forward for formal approval by the 
RSGB Board and Ofcom. It is expected that 
examinations based upon the revised syllabus 
will start in 2019.

Demand for exams in 2017 was slightly 
lower than previous years. However, a reduced 
notice period and the ongoing flexibility of 
examination session scheduling has been 
widely welcomed by the amateur community. 
Following the successful trials of online exams 
provided by TestReach, the take up of these 
increased steadily throughout 2017. In late 
2017, online exams became available at all 
three levels. Paper-based exams continue 
to be available for those who require them. 
Demonstrations of the online exams at 
Hamfest appeared to generate a lot of interest.

I would like to take this opportunity to pay 
tribute to the large number of volunteers in 
clubs, on RSGB groups and committees and 
RSGB staff who continuously provide the 
management, training and administration of 
the exams process. In particular I would like 
to thank the outgoing chair of EG, Alan Betts, 
G0HIQ, for all his work on the syllabus review 
over the past three years.
Tony Kent, G8PBH

GB2RS News Service
The GB2RS News Service has grown both in 
new readers and services offered. This year 
we have seen the service provision schedule 

updated and now published fully in the 
Yearbook and regularly updated on the RSGB 
website (see http://rsgb.org/main/gb2rs/), a 
new application procedure and admin process 
has also helped keep the service running up 
to date. We have seen services start in the 
Isle of Man via the UHF repeater system and 
Northern Ireland using DMR (Group – Slot2, 
TG8). HF services on 80m have also seen the 
introduction of a service using HF digital voice 
from the south of England providing near FM 
quality speech. The DMR Group – Slot2, TG8 
has been adopted for the news service (for 
VHF and UHF) and is now being rolled out in 
other parts of the UK. The news service has 
also expanded the amateur television services 
both digital and analogue and online on which 
we thank the British Amateur Television Club 
(www.batc.org.uk). 

We would acknowledge, with grateful 
thanks, the support of the many RSGB 
volunteers that operate/read the news service 
each week maintaining a very high standard 
of service reliability and commitment that is 
second to none. 
Dr Alison Johnston, G8ROG

HF Contest Committee
2017 was the 2nd year of the separate HFCC, 
working in conjunction with the VHFCC and 
CSC. Work had been undertaken during 2016 
to reword and simplify the rules of RSGB HF 
Contests. 2017 was used to consolidate these 
HF rule changes, in some cases clarifying 
further the wording and intent of some rules, 
but generally making as few further changes 
as possible to the basic structure. 
Significant events during 2017 were:
• Three new events were introduced to 

the RSGB HF contest calendar – the DX 
Contest replaced the 21/28MHz contest, 
the Autumn Series replaced the Sprints 
and a Datamodes contest was added to the 
SSB and CW AFS 80m/40m events

• The HFCC took over responsibility for 
the organisation of the UK’s GR2HQ 
Headquarters station in the annual IARU 
HF Championship

• The RSGB Contest Club was issued with 
the historic RSGB callsign G6XX – this 
will be used extensively during 2018 as a 
‘Bonus’ station in the 80m CCs and the 
Commonwealth Contest (as a Checklog in 
all events).

Participation in most RSGB HF contests has 
increased during 2017, although participation 
from the UK in major HF international contests 
remains sparse. The HFCC, in conjunction 
with the UKEICC, have organised a series 
of Skype conferences aimed specifically at 
encouraging newcomers into contesting. The 
HFCC is grateful for the continued support 
from the CSC and RSGB Board.
Nick Totterdell, G4FAL

HF Manager
In 2017 the main work has been the 
continued focus on HF band plan alignment 
with other IARU Regions, including the 
submission and presentation of papers at the 
IARU Region 1 General Conference.

The RSGB submitted three papers to the 
IARU Region 1 General Conference, all of 
which were accepted. The 5MHz band plan, 
initially proposed at the Interim meeting in 
Vienna in 2016 was ratified and has in the 
meantime also been adopted by Region 2. 
The proposals to realign the digital segments 
of the 3.5MHz and 10MHz band plans with 
Region 2 were also ratified.

It was also agreed to set up a working 
group to discuss HF band planning between 
Regions 1, 2 and 3 with the longer term goal 
of aligning band plans as much as possible 
between Regions. The RSGB will form part 
of this group with discussions taking place 
before the end of the year.
3.5MHz: In accordance with the agreements 
in Landshut 2017, the digital segment of the 
3.5MHz band plan now starts at 3570kHz in 
Region 1, bringing it into line with Region 2.  
Although the loss of 10kHz in the CW 
exclusive segment is regretted, it was felt that 
the very large growth in digital mode activity 
justified the decision, noting also that CW is 
anyhow allowed over the whole band.
5MHz: The RSGB proposed a usage plan for 
the 5MHz WRC-15 allocation at the Interim 
Meeting in 2016, which was ratified in 
Landshut. Region 2 has also implemented 
this plan at their General Conference. We will 
continue to work towards the goal of achieving 
a harmonised band plan at 5MHz across 
all regions. The term usage plan instead of 
band plan is deliberate as it is recognised 
the band is extremely narrow and that real 
time flexibility may be required, especially 
in the case of primary user activity. Many 
countries have already implemented the new 
5MHz band and the number of countries with 
article 4.4 permissions continues to grow. 
Unfortunately, the UK is still not likely to have 
access to the full 15kHz segment in the near 
future although some of the UK allocation 
overlaps the WRC-15 segment. The potential 
for confusion exists as there are many different 
allocations, but for the most part operation is 
orderly. The main problems continue to be 
out-of-band operation by some operators. 
The RSGB has published guidelines and 
recommended operating frequencies on its 
website to help ensure compliance.
10MHz: As with 3.5MHz, the digital segment 
of the band has been extended down by 
10kHz and now starts at 10130kHz, 
bringing it into line with Region 2. Especially 
at 10MHz where transatlantic propagation 
exists almost 24 hours per day, having 
incompatible band plans on popular modes 
was considered to be untenable.



Wireless Power Transmission (WPT): High 
power WPT charging systems are being 
developed for the electric vehicle industry as 
well as existing low power wireless charging 
technologies used for mobile phones 
and similar portable electronic devices. 
These are inductive systems that do not 
operate in amateur bands; however there is 
considerable concern that harmonics and 
other out-of-band spurious signals from these 
systems could cause widespread interference 
to the amateur LF bands (and other radio 
communication services) given the power 
levels and proliferation of these devices.

The RSGB, in conjunction with the IARU 
and other services, is actively involved in 
representing the amateur service interests at 
the ITU and CEPT.
Other Issues: Harmonisation of 1.8MHz still 
remains a desirable objective, not only to 
increase the allocation in some countries to 
the full 1810-2000MHz band, but also to 
resolve the power limitation above 1850kHz. 
Some early discussions have taken place, 
but it is unlikely to be addressed at the ITU 
for the next few years at least.
Awards: The two main awards for HF are 
presented at the RSGB Convention. The 
nomination process and committees are 
managed by the HF Manager. For 2017, the 
following awards were made:
• ROTAB Trophy: Bob Barden, MD0CCE
• G5RP Trophy: Will Davies, 2W0WOD
Ian Greenshields, G4FSU

Microwave Manager 
The Microwave Manager is responsible for 
all bands above 1GHz. These are home to 
a wide variety of activity, innovation and 
modes including narrowband, beacons, ATV 
and EME. 

The UKAC program for the 1.3GHz to 
10GHz bands has again attracted increased 
activity, with the 2.3GHz and 10GHz 
bands running at 30% above 2016 levels. 
Microwave band experimentation with 
machine generated modes for both terrestrial 
and EME is increasing. In particular, the 
UKuG has been encouraging this interest by 
promoting specific activity periods.  

During the past year the threats to a 
number of amateur microwave bands 
continue unabated both from international 
activity associated with the preparations for 
WRC-19 as well as national UK initiatives 
associated with the 2.3GHz, 3.4GHz and 
5.7GHz bands. Internationally the 5.7GHz 
and 47GHz bands are within the scope 
of specific WRC-19 agenda items and 
the 24GHz band has the potential to be 
affected as a band adjacent to future mobile 
broadband operations. It is expected that UK 
mobile service licensing in the 2.3GHz and 
3.4GHz will take place during 2018.

The Society and the Spectrum Forum 
has robustly responded to these threats by 
directly contributing to and participating in 
the international committees dealing with 
these topics and by collaborating with the 
IARU especially where the amateur service 
is a primary user (eg the 47GHz band and 
parts of the 24GHz band).  

In mid-2017 Ofcom extended WiFi use 
into the 5.8GHz band and additionally 
industry demand for lightly licensed wireless 
broadband links has led Ofcom to revisit the 
extent of the 5.8GHz band also available for 
broadband fixed wireless access. The Society 
and the Spectrum Forum responded robustly 
with a detailed consultation response. This 
and other related documents can be found 
on the RSGB website.

The IARU Region 1 conference in September 
adopted two papers delivered by the Society 
promoting the importance of encouraging 
experimentation and innovation particularly 
in the mm-wave bands. The conference also 
adopted a third paper clarifying the 5.7GHz 
narrow-band centre of activity, bringing the 
IARU band plan into alignment with European 
regulatory developments.

Finally a thank you to the RSGB 
management and the Spectrum Forum 
members for their collaboration and support.
Barry Lewis, G4SJH  

National Radio Centre 
The National Radio Centre (NRC) at Bletchley 
Park continues to be the shop window for the 
RSGB, interacting with, and demonstrating 
amateur radio, to the public. Last year it 
attracted some 28,000 visitors. Typically 
visitors fall into broad categories, ranging 
from licensed radio amateurs (making a 
dedicated NRC visit – RSGB Members can 
download a free entry voucher from the 
RSGB website), through to members of the 
general public visiting Bletchley Park who 
have an interest in radio technology.  

Visiting the NRC, one can enjoy a number 
of touch points in differing aspects of radio. 
Upon arrival, there is the obvious link as to 

why the NRC is located at Bletchley Park; 
highlighting the work of the Voluntary 
Inceptors (many of whom were RSGB 
Members) who, at the time of WWII, were 
enlisted into the Services, utilising their 
CW skills and engaged in monitoring either 
military or Secret Service transmissions. 
Relevant to modern day, there is a short 
video about radio communication in society 
today; be it for your personal mobile phone, 
emergency communications in times of 
natural disaster, or everyday space and 
satellite links. For educational purposes, 
there is an informative time-line, showing the 
history and development of radio technology 
from the earliest days, through to modern 
communication methods. For those with a 
technical interest there are a series of working 
displays, illustrating to various components 
of radio fundaments. The electromagnetic 
spectrum wall, with interactive touch screen 
video displays, helps to explain the concept 
of radio waves, how they are propagated, 
the importance of the sun and its interaction 
with the Earth’s atmosphere, and their 
relationship to everyday phenomenon.  

The amateur radio demonstration 
station, GB3RS, uses three main systems; a  
TS-2000 for tracking and monitoring a 
number of amateur satellites on 2m, 70cm 
and the International Space Station; a 
Flex6500 for amateur HF communication 
on all bands from 40m to 10m; an FT-5000 
for displaying digital mode transmissions on 
80m and 40m. Licensed radio amateurs are 
welcome to operate GB3RS if they bring a 
copy of their current (valid) licence. As well 
as enthusing the general public in science 
and technology, the NRC encourages school 
visits to supplement their science curriculum 
studies and the NRC hosts specific training 
(in association with the Arkwright Trust) 
to introduce amateur radio to students. 
GB17YOTA was hosted for two days in 
December, operated by the Youth Committee. 
RSGB Clubs are invited to visit the NRC, 
although we kindly ask that these are pre-
booked, so that there is not a huge influx and 
conflict with the general public.
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Contesting trophies prior to their presentation at the RSGB Convention. Photo courtesy G6XSY.
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The RSGB recently appointed Martyn 
Baker, G0GMB as NRC coordinator and 
he works closely with the dedicated and 
enthusiastic team of volunteers who engage 
with the public, operate and maintain the 
centre. There are plans for revitalising some 
aspects of the NRC, with additional interactive 
screens to create an engagement zone. 
Martyn Baker, G0GMB

Planning Advisory Committee
The Planning Advisory Committee (PAC) 
consists of four members, all of whom 
have detailed knowledge of the workings 
of the planning system in England, Wales, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland. The way in 
which the planning system works differs 
slightly between each. Committee members 
provide initial advice to amateurs who are 
applying to their local council for planning 
permission, usually for support masts and 
antenna systems. We also provide guidance 
on submitting appeals against refusals of 
permission. Unfortunately, we do not have 
the resources to prepare applications or to 
submit appeals on the behalf of Members.    

During 2017, I sent 12 letters of support on 
behalf of Members to various Local Planning 
Authorities. The letters are sent under my 
name, giving my professional qualifications 
as a Chartered Town Planner. I also receive 
about one email enquiry per week, on 
average. It is not easy to obtain planning 
permission for masts or larger beams within 
residential areas. A continuing difficulty is 
that of neighbours objecting to amateur radio 
installations, sometimes putting forward 
somewhat far-fetched objections.   

Committee members staffed a stall at 
the National Hamfest at Newark in late 
September and dealt with a wide range of 
queries from Members. The RSGB advice 
booklet on the planning system is in urgent 
need of updating. A new version is expected 
to be available by the Spring. 
John Mattocks, G4TEQ

Propagation Studies Committee 
The purpose of the Propagation Studies 
Committee (PSC) is to promote interest in 
radio propagation amongst amateurs and 
short wave listeners, to enable them to 
make better use of the amateur bands and 
encourage research into the subject.

2017 saw the continued success of PSC’s 
HF and VHF video presentations for clubs. 
These have been shown by more than 100 
clubs, with many opting for a Skype-based 
question and answer session with a PSC 
member after showing the video. Any club 
wanting a copy of the downloadable video 
presentations, which come with show notes, 
should contact psc.chairman@rsgb.org.uk

The weekly propagation report for GB2RS 
continues to be produced, covering both HF 
and VHF propagation.

PSC also welcomed Tim Fern, G4LOH 
to the group. Tim is progressing research 
into combined-mode VHF propagation. His 
work so far was presented at the RSGB 
Convention and he is looking for more ‘real 
world’ knowledge of tropo plus meteor scatter 
and how signals couple into ducts from both 
above and below.

Gwyn, G4FKH continued to produce 
the monthly predictions for RadCom and 
the RSGB website and also added new 
functionality to his online HF prediction 
tools at www.predtest.uk He uses the 
ITURHFPROP engine to produce area and 
point-to-point charts, which are thought to 
be more accurate than the older VOACAP-
derived predictions. Gwyn has now left PSC 
and we thank him for his contributions over 
the years.

PSC members delivered many other talks 
at the RSGB Convention, including Antipodal 
Propagation (Carl, K9LA), HF Propagation 
at Sunspot Minimum (Steve, G0KYA) and 
Ionosonde Data/HF Propagation (Jim, 
G3YLA). Many other talks were delivered to 
clubs around the UK. 

Ron, G3SVW made further steps 
involving amateurs in practical propagation 
measurements and continued his 
propagation information page on the South 
Manchester Club website, updating it daily 
when possible.

Jim, G3YLA updated his foF2 propagation 
display website to show real time foF2, 
foEs and F2 maximum useable frequencies 
(MUFs), which also contains the jet stream 
weather charts for Sporadic-E triggers. The 
new propagation material is available on 
www.propquest.co.uk and contains both the 
foF2 data and the jet stream charts. There 
are plans to upgrade the jet stream prediction 
charts for the 2018 Es season, which starts 
in late April/May. There has been much 
positive feedback on this service and it will 
be developed further as time permits.

Chris, G4IFX’s 50MHz polarisation 
experiments gained a lot of interest and 
were the subject of one of the talks at the 
RSGB Convention in Milton Keynes. He is 
now in talks with Bath University as they are 
interested in collaborating on the next phase 
of experiments.

John, G4BAO started a Wednesday 
evening ‘Above 1GHz Digifest’ initiative. Its 
aim is to investigate using new digital modes 
via aircraft scatter and other GHz propagation 
modes for obstructed DX paths. 

Barry, G8AGN completed comparative 
propagation tests involving visible red 
(623nm), infrared (IR, 850nm) and 47GHz 
signals over path lengths up to 83km. In 
all the cases measured, received IR signal 

strengths were markedly superior to visible-
red ones. The transmit power on IR was 
nominally much less than that at visible-red.

One of the highlights of the year was 
the inaugural Space Weather Knowledge 
Exchange Workshop: ‘HamSCI UK’, which 
was held on 13 October 2017. Organised 
by PSC member Professor Cathryn Mitchell, 
M0IBG of Bath University, and held on the 
eve of the RSGB Convention, the event 
brought together academics, space weather 
experts and members of the PSC to share 
knowledge and see how the different 
groups could work together in the future. 
HamSCI (the Ham Radio Science Citizen 
Investigation) was born in the US and is a 
platform for advancing scientific research 
and understanding through amateur radio 
activities, see www.hamsci.org. As a result 
of the Conference it is hoped that there will 
be greater collaboration between UK and 
overseas radio amateurs on a range of topics.

Ron, G3SVW has already approached 
Professor Farideh (the Lancaster University 
HAMSCI delegate) and Altrincham Grammar 
School regarding their riometer project.
Steve Nichols, G0KYA

Spectrum Forum 
The Forum brings together the Spectrum 
Managers with an extensive range of 
participants from both inside the Society and 
external specialist groups. The Forum is a key 
focus with respect to spectrum, licensing and 
related matters, and featured in the recent 
January 2018 RadCom strategy feature.

The early part of the year saw Forum 
members involved with preparations for 
the IARU Region 1 General Conference, 
hosted by DARC at Landshut near Munich 
in the Autumn. A record total of 26 papers 
were submitted by the Society on topics 
that included budgeting (C2), general /
development matters (C3), HF(C4) and 
VHF/Microwave (C5) papers and the first 
fully meeting of the newly formed ‘C7’ EMC 
committee as well. Overall there were around 
140 papers at the Conference including 
items on youth and growth (as it was shortly 
after the UK had hosted the YOTA 2017 
IARU event) – a major effort by all involved, 
underpinned by our extensive preparations.

On other international matters, 2017 saw 
ongoing support amateur efforts for WRC-19  
(50MHz, Wireless Power etc) – with 
RSGB representatives at key Ofcom and 
CEPT meetings, supported back at home 
by UKSMG, EMC Committee and BATC 
representatives amongst others.

The Forum conducts most of its work 
via email and meets annually. The annual 
meeting had twenty papers / reports at its 
annual meeting on 28 October, which are 
available on the Forum webpages. The 
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meeting considered updates to band plans 
(now released), along with spectrum usage 
and licensing trends. 

Other topics handled by the Forum 
during the past year included an ongoing 
effort associated with Ofcom consultations 
including 5GHz and next generation mobile 
telecoms known as 5G.   

Domestic work the past year has seen the 
introduction of illustrated licensing guidance 
to assist amateurs, visitors and trainees.     

With only a few Spectrum Managers, 
we are grateful to the wide range of groups 
and volunteers who work with us. This is an 
opportune point to thank the pool of volunteers 
and expertise on hand to assist with all this.
Murray Niman, G6JYB

Technical Forum
The Technical Forum (TF) is responsible for 
the technical side of RSGB’s activities and is 
a Reflector and email based group allowing 
rapid response and discussion, with all the 
forum’s members having access and being 
able to contribute immediately. There have 
been no physical meetings this year. We 
have lost one long-standing member, Harry 
Weston, M0SOP who has regretfully had to 
retire. Thank you, Harry, for your past efforts.

Technical review of articles for RadCom 
forms the bulk of the activity we perform. 
Any technical article being considered for 
publication is sent by the Technical Editor 
to the Forum for review. We look at its 
suitability, technical merit and for any safety 
implications. Articles are taken by individuals 
on a first-come-first-served basis with just a 
few having to be ‘pushed’ in the direction 
of members with certain areas of expertise. 
With the advent of RadCom Plus, a few more 
articles are now being considered. Absolute 
technical correctness in certain areas is not 
always necessarily challenged for RadCom 
Plus; especially where it is realised that 
experts and beginners will approach some 
areas in a different light. Certain articles 
have been ‘allowed through’ in spite of a 
few concerns and in such cases it is left to 
readers and the correspondence columns to 
discuss them.

The members of the Forum have a breadth 
of specialist knowledge to cover many of the 
areas needed for detailed review. We may 
also use external experts, particularly if 
there could be safety and legal implications 
involved; advice on earthing is one particular 
point that has caused some problems.

The independently-run RSGBTechnical 
Group https://groups.io/g/RSGBTechnical 
is open to all and continues to gain in 
popularity with the current membership 
now standing at 1581. The breadth of 
subjects has covered too huge a range to 
even begin to list here, going from basic 

construction right through to advanced and 
specialist techniques being discussed. With 
the wide range of expertise and experience 
amongst the subscribers, most questions 
soon get answered to the satisfaction of their 
originator. A big Thank You should go to the 
moderators of RSGBTechnical. This year also 
they took on the workload of migrating from 
the old Yahoo group to Groups.io, a move 
that went more or less seamlessly with the 
users barely noticing.

If you have any ideas on areas you would 
like the Society’s publications to cover, or any 
direction you think we should take, please let 
us know. 

Finally I would like to thank all the 
members of the Technical Forum for their 
time and the support provided.
Andy Talbot, G4JNT

Training & Education Committee 
The Training and Education Committee  
(TEC) do not normally meet in person at the 
same time. Instead the TEC is made up of 
several distinct working groups each with a 
project leader and we would like to thank the 
members for their commitment and work.

2017 was certainly a year of big changes. 
Philip Willis, M0PHI, was appointed to RSGB 
Board and so had to relinquish the position 
of Chair of the TEC. Paul Whatton, G4DCV 
was appointed as the new Chair. Paul had 
previously been Lead on the TEC’s Train the 
Trainers Project as well as Vice Chair of TEC, 
and so it was necessary to find replacements 
for these positions. David, G0EVA now leads 
Train the Trainers and Derek, G7LFC has 
been appointed as Vice Chair of TEC.
The TEC Syllabus Review Working Group 
(SRWG) operates in an advisory capacity 
to the RSGB Exam Group (EG) and were 
tasked with a peer review of the new 
syllabus proposals. Their work has included 
a review of the early draft syllabus, face to 
face meetings with EG and consultation on 
the most recent draft. Among other aspects, 
SRWG have been particularly concerned 

with ensuring the new syllabus proposals 
remain HAREC compliant.  
The Disabilities Working Group (DWG) 
unfortunately lost its leader due to personal 
reasons in 2017. Richard Steele, G6TVB, 
has taken up the role of the new Lead and 
the group are working on ambitious targets 
to improve the accessibility and inclusivity of 
the society and hobby.   
Morse Competency Scheme. During 2017 
TEC were asked by RSGB Board to investigate 
streamlining the RSGB’s Morse Competency 
Test and the viability of a remote Morse 
assessment. Phil Cragg, G3UGK, undertook 
the task and the RSGB is now able to offer 
a streamlined online application process as 
well as the choice of either a face to face or a 
remote, Skype, Morse test. With the system 
up and running, Phillip Brooks, G4NZQ 
agreed to become the Morse Co-ordinator. 
See www.rsgb.org/morse
Train the Trainers (TtT) under the leadership 
of David Evans, G0EVA, continued to 
deliver one-day courses at events hosted 
clubs around the country. These courses 
are delivered by radio amateurs who are 
professional teachers and they are focussed 
on providing support for licence course 
instructors who would like to find out more 
about professional practice and learning 
& teaching. David is taking bookings from 
clubs and demand for courses remains high.

The Training & Education Committee 
also provides advice and input to RSGB as 
required through an IT Working Group and a 
Promotional Video Working Group. Members 
of TEC include Dave Wilson, M0OBW in the 
Quality Liaison Role and Rebecca Hughes, 
M6BUB.

The TEC welcomes enquiries from RSGB 
Members who have appropriate skills that can 
add to the working groups. If you are interested 
please contact tec.chair@rsgb.org.uk
Paul Whatton, G4DCV 

VHF Contest Committee
The role of the VHF Contest Committee 
(VHFCC) is to set the rules and policies for the 
Society’s contests on 50MHz and above, and 
to encourage activity within those events. We 
work hand-in-hand with the Contest Support 
Committee (CSC) who do the legwork around 
contest administration and adjudication, and 
I’m tremendously grateful for the hard work 
of the members of that committee. 

The short weekday evening UK Activity 
Contests (UKAC) continue to show all-time-
high levels of activity. 70MHz continues 
to see the largest rise in activity as more 
people are gaining equipment to cover the 
band. Over 300 stations entering the 4m 
UKAC events during 2017. The UKACs 
also contain a section for stations operating 
between 2.3GHz and 10GHz and we are 

NRC volunteer Trevor, G4WKJ operating GB3RS.



seeing substantial growth in activity on these 
pressured bands. We expect to see more 
stations active on these bands during 2018.

There has been a long running and 
passionate debate over what constitutes 
the ‘right’ scoring system for these UKAC 
contests. Following the introduction of an 
innovative scoring scheme for 2017, further 
consultations and studies were carried out 
during the year.

While there has been tremendous growth 
in activity in the weekday contests, activity 
in the weekend events has often had the 
appearance of suffering. Continuing a trend 
over the past five years, activity in the 
weekend events has risen once again in 
2017 – by around 10% on average. It’s not 
increasing as quickly as we would like, but 
the introduction of a club element to the VHF 
Championship has delivered benefits. 

With the aim of encouraging more 
newcomers to contesting, we also introduced 
some new FM contests with equipment 
levels aligned with the Foundation and 
Intermediate licence capabilities. These have 
had some of the desired effect, and we are 
making some adjustments to the rules for 
2018 to try and make them more attractive 
to beginners. 

Digital communication modes (MGM 
– Machine Generated Modes) are rising in 
popularity and evolving at a tremendous rate 
– particularly with the younger contesters. 
For 2018 we are introducing a new 
experimental MGM contest covering 6m and 
2m to capture some of this exciting activity, 
with relatively non-prescriptive rules to allow 
the use of technologies such as FT8 that 
came from nowhere to huge activity in just 
a few months.  
Andy Cook, G4PIQ

VHF Manager
The VHF Manager is responsible for RSGB 
spectrum matters for the VHF and UHF 
amateur bands 50-432MHz. A key part 
of the VHF Manager’s role is to liaise with 
Ofcom concerning the amateur VHF/UHF 
bands and IARU Region 1 dealing with band 
plans.

During 2017 there was a lot of work in 
defining and preparing the RSGB position 
on the large numbers of Committee C5 
(VHF/UHF) papers for the IARU Rrgion 1 
conference held Germany in September. 
Although the VHF Manager did not attend, 
the wider RSGB team was briefed and 
covered all of the VHF/UHF aspects. The 
result of the conference deliberations was 
fairly minor changes to the VHF band plans 
and separation of IARU VHF contests from 
the main VHF stream into a working sub-
group. The IARU Region 1 changes to the 
VHF band plans have been incorporated into 

the RSGB band plans, were published in 
February 2018 RadCom and are available 
on the RSGB website.

The RSGB has spent considerable time 
assisting IARU Region 1 in the preparation 
of the case for a harmonised allocation for 
the amateur service at 50MHz at WRC-19.  
Currently the spectrum 47-68MHz is 
allocated to broadcasting at ITU Region 1 
level, whereas Region 2 and Region 3 do 
have formal ITU amateur primary allocations. 
The aim is to gain 50-54MHz a full amateur 
allocation – the case for 52-54MHz is based 
on the development of new amateur digital 
services.

The general low level of nearly all VHF 
activity continues to cause concern with 
very many repeaters remaining unused 
for long periods every day. A number of 
comments have been received that the 
fragmentation of activity between FM and 
the various incompatible digital modes is 
contributing to the decline. Similarly, apart 
from a small handful of stalwarts, regular 
CW operation in the CW-exclusive parts of 
the 70/144/432MHz bands plan is very low. 
When CW operation takes place, it is mostly 
higher in the band, intermixed with SSB 
operation. This raises the question of whether 
CW exclusive sub-bands are still required in 
the 70/144/432MHz band plans. 

Another reason given by many amateurs 
for the decline in activity is the relentless 
increase in the VHF noise floor in residential 
areas. This was highlighted by a talk entitled 
Measuring Spectrum Pollution at VHF at the 
RSGB Convention by Professor Alywn Seeds, 
G8DOH and John Worsnop, G4BAO (and 
followed up with an article in January 2018 
RadCom).

The VHF Manager is highly appreciative 
of the support he has received from the 
amateur TV community, particularly BATC. 

During 2017 two presentations were 
made to Ofcom’s Business Radio Interest 
Group (BRIG), the first being on R-B DATV 
(Reduced-Bandwidth Digital Amateur 
Television) at 146MHz and the second on 
experimental HD R-B DATV (High Definition 
Reduced-Bandwidth Amateur Television). 
The presentations led to considerable praise 
for this novel work from Ofcom and across 
the business radio community.
John Regnault, G4SWX

Youth Committee
The Youth Committee (YC) has been in 
operation since November 2014. Tasked 
with organising youth activities in the RSGB 
and promoting the hobby for young people, 
the YC is a committee who operate nationally 
and internationally through the IARU. 
YOTA 2017: Since 2014, the RSGB has 
been part of the International Amateur Radio 
Union (IARU) Region 1’s Youngsters on the 
Air (YOTA) programme.  

YOTA 2017 involved a lot of planning and 
tireless effort from everyone involved. It took 
place in August 2017 at Gilwell Park. There 
were 80 participants from 26 countries. 
Activities included ARDF, SOTA activations, 
SOTA antenna building, a Buildathon, ARISS 
contact with Paulo Nesopoli. We were very 
fortunate to have the help of the Camb-Hams 
who agreed to take on the role of running 
the special event station GB17YOTA. Over 
11,000 contacts were made running multiple 
stations on most of the bands available. YOTA 
2017 was a massive success and we would 
like to thank all involved for their efforts in 
creating a week that will never be forgotten.
YOTA Month: Following YOTA 2017 came 
YOTA month. This aims to show young 
people what amateur radio is by allowing 
them to go on the air and try out amateur 
radio and related activities. 2017 marked 
our fourth year of participation. 

Nineteen clubs throughout the UK took 
part using GB17YOTA. 24 of the 30 days 
in December had an activation completed, 
with 670 contacts being logged throughout 
the month.
Youth Committee Member Development: 
Milo Noblet, M0ILO was one of the RCF 
Arkwright Scholars who benefitted from 
funding to continue his studies. He has 
secured his place on a MEng programme 
in Electrical Engineering at the University of 
Southampton. Milo also moved on from an 
Intermediate to Full licence, congratulations. 

Kieran Clarke, 2E0NCN is now 
undertaking a BSc degree in Computer 
Science. 

Regional Youth Representative Will 
Davies, 2W0WOD won the prestigious G5RP 
trophy for his achievements in DXing. 
Mike Jones, 2E0MLJ
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One of the overseas youngsters at YOTA 2017 
held at Gilwell Park in August.
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